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'PREFACE. 


T 15a queſtion more 
boldly than accurate- 
ly. debated by many, 
[ Whether a man may 
not be ſaved in ary 

Od OS Keligion,t bat is faith- 
| ſulto the principles of it by ſeriots dili. 

gent prafice. ] The true Solution 1s 
' this : Religion is that which men hol4 

and do toſerve and pleaſe God. 1. If 
| men make themſclves a Religion of 
| 


ſerving 1dols or D-vils inſte:d of God. 
2. Or it they place their ſervice to 
God himſelf in things that are evil 
(as what evil is there that ſome: men 
have not brought into ther Rehgion, 

; and fathered upon God ? ) the more 
diligent (ach men are in their Relt- 

A 3 g:0n, 


(2) 

» gion, the more they lin. 3. Or if they, , "4 11 
%% make themſelves a Religion of Tg] things! 
tional lud crous ceremonics, theit} ,11 tha 
greateſt dil 1gence in this will rot fave} - pelj 
them. 4. Or if they hold all the Ef eas 
lentials of the True Religion, exaf her 
tome once, it cannot ſave them while thing; 
ene thing is wanting which is Ffſen-! m4 p 
11a to that Religion, and ſo necellary} ,x.o(e 
to ſalvation ( which is the cale off ,qy 


real Hereticks : ) For they! are not | 
| 


indeed of that Keligion, if they WI oo 
that which 15 Eſſential to it. 5- Or | we 
if they hold all that is Eſſential to the | gy; 
true Religion only Noticnol.y, and holſd \ 
any thing with it preGicaly, which 1s the! 
contradictory and inconfittent with'' 1 
It, the (oundneſs of tz Notional be G56 
ti:f will not ſave them frem the more. | +; ( 
ral poiſun of ther PreGical Herdhe þ 
or Error. | Cal 
But 1.  Whoſoever holdeth all that * 6; 
1s neccſlary to ſalvation, and is ſerias | þy 
and diligent in hving according there- | 6 
unto, ſhall be ſaved, whatevererrour } þ 
he holdeth with it. For if he be _ | 
an 


ney and diligent in the PraQtice of all 


4 


ave e! 
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things N:ceſary to falvation, he bath 


al all that # neceſſary to lalvation, VIZ. 


in Belief and Praice: And it mui 
needs follow, that his Errours are 


' efther not contraditory to the 
; things' Neceſſary which he holdeth 
| and praQtiſcth, or that he holdeth not 


thoſe Errours Praftically, but Noti- 
ally, as an Opinion, or uneffeual 
Cogitation in a dream, which provok- 


| ethnotto aQion; And i in ſuch a caſe 


the errour kecpeth no man from 
ſalvation: 

What is neceſſary to be believed by 
them that never heax the Goſpel, ic 
ſo little concerneth us to know, that 
God hath not thought meet co make 
it ſo plain to us, as things that more 
concern our (ſclvcs, But as it 1s ccr- 
fain, that without the Attonement, 
$2 tisfaion, and Reconciliation made 
by Chriſt, and without new texms of 
Grace to be judged by, and without 
his Grace for the performance of their 
parf, BO man can be ſaved (that hath 
A 4 the 


(4) 


the uſe of reaſon, ) fo there is 6 
much knowledge neceſſary to falva- : 


tion, as 15neceflary, | to engage the 
heart to love God above all, and fin: 
cerely to obey his revcaled will, and 
fo prefcr the life to come before the 


tranſitory pleaſures of this life. ] Now * 
if any man can prove to me, that 


thoſe that never Mard the Goſpel, 
can thus love God, and the life to 
come, and obey (1 ocerely, ns, hs, 
the knowledge of the perſon 
death, reſurreRion of Jclys Gheie 
and the Declaration ol t jy ths ive. 
Love and Goodneſs of God in him, 
and in the work of our Redemption, 


then I ſhould believe that ſuch Nega- + 


tive Infidels may be ſaved : For God 


cannot damn a fanQihed ſoul, that | 


;jf Ch 
the L 
hear 
then 
thei! 
tot! 
the | 
of C 


Chi 
as nl 
Lo! 
a” 


Re 
n0 
n<( 
clc 
an 


fincerely loveth him. But if the dil- L mm! 


covery of the Love of God in our Re- | 


demption be fo neceſſary a moral 
means to engage the heart (now cor- 


rupted by fin and creature-love)) to { 
b: 6 


the true Love of God, that this love 


cannot be wrought without it; or 
if 


w 
n 
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| $FChrift give not his Spirit fo produce” 
- | the Loveof God in any but thoſe that- 


hear the Goſpe), and believe in him, 
then no ſuch perſons can be (aved by 
their Religion. For Chrift is the way 
to the Father, and no man cometh tg 
the Father but by-him z 'and the Love 
of God is abſolutely and of its (elf ne- 
ccffary to ſalvation; and Fanh in 
Chriſt is ſo far neceſſary to ſalvation, 
as it is neceſſary to bring men to the 
Love of God, as pardoning fin and re- 
conciled to them. 

But-if avy ſhould never ſo conf» 
dently conclude, that ſome chat hear 
not of Chritt may be ſaved,yet he muſt 
nceds confeſs that the want of this - 
clear and great diſcovery of the Love 
and goodneſs of God, in his pardon- 
ing, grace, and of the glorious lite 
which he hath prepared for us, muſt 
needs make the Love of God a very 
rare and difhcult thing, and conſe+ 
queatly their Calyation rarc aad diffs 
culc, 1a compariſog of ours. | 

Thc Chailtian Faith,is] The 5elier3 ig 
Ay an 


Lg 


(6) ; | 

an everiaſting life of happineſs to be given | Charct 
by God (with the pardon of all ſin) @ | ths KC 
procured by the CFcring and merits of | bitcs,t 
Feſws Chriſt, to all that are ſandifiedby | ſeemc! 
the Holy Ghoſt, and do perſevere in love | Se tt 
fo God, and to each other, and in a boly 

and beaven;y. converſation.) This is | 
ſaving Faith and Chriſtianity, if we 

Conſent as well as Aſſent. All that was 

neceſſary to ſalvation to be believed, 

was formerly thought to bz contain- 
ed in the Creed, and that was thetil 

or ſymbol of the Chriſtian Faith; and* 
Chriſtian Religion is the ſame, and 

hath the ſame rule, and teſt,and ſym- 

bol in alt ages. But ſince Faction and 

Tyranny, Pride and Covetouſnels be- 

came the mafters of the Religion of 

too many, vice, and ſe/fiſ>-interejt hath 

commanded them to change the Rule 

ef Faith by their additions, and to 

make ſo much neceſſary to ſalvation, 

as 1s wecefſary to their affected Uni- 

verfal Dominion, and to their Com- 

moedity amd carnal ends. And fince 

Faction cnfrad,' and hath torn the 

V4 Pew Church 
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Church into many Seas (the Greek, 
the Roman, the Armenian, the Jaco- 
bites,the Abaſſiae, and many more) it 
ſeemeth mcet to the more tyrannical 
Sect to call thele ſev.ral Religions, and 
to ſay that every man that differeth 
from them in any of their opinions or 
additions, which they pleaſe to callAr- 
ticles of Faith, is of another Religion. 
” And i the word * 4Aad yet wh:T 
Religion be taken in they bave divided 
the Church, and 

dawning the groateſt part of Chriſtians, and raged 
with fire and [word agaiaft thrir brethren, they 
conjiſs them(elucs that 1t ts no point of faith at all, 
tha! it gs of Divine riglut th.at the Biſhop of Rome 
1s St.Peters Succeſſor ,,444 not only of humaze 11ghts 
And muſt the Church b: divided, aud moſt be dawn- 
ed for not botieving or ſubmitting to a humane Or- 
dinance 2 If wc be of many Rcehg3ons, is not Po- 
py then a humane Religion? The very words of 
Smith Biſhop of Chalcedon, th: chigeſt of the 
Engltſh Popiſh Cl.ygy, ave theſe: Survey c. 5. To 
*<xs it /«fficeth that the Biſhop of Rome is 
*< $e, Peters Sweceſſor , and this all th: Fathers 
© teſtifie , 74 all the.Catholich Church belieut» 
Keth; out wheth:; Jt be jure divino , 0” 
*<4itin\ans; 3s 70* p72." of faith.] And how do 
thur 4aths brre krow what « 2 foing of *aith, 


b4 by the te{limony of their Pri:ſ?s 7 


thus 


($) 
this ſenfe, and if all 'that agree in 
Nne Chriſtian Religion, are (aid to be 
of as many Religioms, as different 
opinions, in points that ſome &all'| 


flion thus. He 1s the true Catho- 
lick Chriſtian that hath but One, | 
even the Chriſtian Religion : And 
this is the caſe of the Proteſtants, 
who caſting off the additions of 
Popery, adhere to the Primitive 
{iimplicity and unity ; If Papilisgy, 
or any others, corrupt this Reli- 
gion with humane additions and 
innovations, the great danger of 
theſe Corruptions, is, Iclt they 
draw them from the ſound belief 
and ſeri . Praftice of that ancient 


or any other Seq) where their 
'corruptions do not thus corrupt 
their # auth and Pradiice in the truc 
Eſſentials, it is certain that thoſe 
corruptions ſhall not damn them. For 
he that truly believerh all things 
that 


neceſſary, then 1' anſwer the Qne- | 


Chriſtianity, which we are all 
agreed in; And (among Papilts, þ 
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(9) | 
that are eſſential | to Chriſtianity , 
and liveth accordingly with ſeriow 
diligence, hath che promile of falva- 
tion:;' And it is certain, that what 
errour that man houldeth, it is either 
not inconfiftent with true Chriſtiz+ 
nity, or not pradicaly, but nrotion- 
aly held, and fo not inconſiſtent as 
hild by him : For how can that 
be inconfiltent which actualy doth con- 
fit with it ? 
a It a Papift or any other Scary 
do ſcriouſly Love God, and his 
Brother 3 and fct his heart upon the 
Life to come, and give up himſclf 
to the merits and grace of Jeſus 
Chritt, and the ſanRification of the 
holy Spirit, to be fitted for that 
Glory, and liveth by faith above 
the world, and mortificth the de- 
hires of the ficſh, and liveth wilfully 
in no known fin, bur preſſcth after 
farther degrees of holineſs, I doubt 
not of the ſalvation of that perſon ; 
No more than: of the life of him 
chit 


(410) 
that hath taken poiſon bat into his 
mouth and (pit it out again, or let 
cown (o little as nature and anti- 
dotes do expel : But I will not there- 
fore plead F.6 poiſon, nox take it, be- | 


cauſe men may live that thus take 
it, 
Having anſwered t!:is great 
Queſiion, Reader, I am now come 
up to the fubje& of my following, 
diſcourſe, and to tell thee that though 
it be a great queſtion whether 2, 
ews diligence in a corrupt Religion 3 
will {ave a man, it is paſt all quetii- | 
on, and agrecd on by all (ides, that. 
no Religion will ſave a man, that is 
not ſerious, ſinccre, and diligent in 
it. If thou be of the trueſt Keligion 
in the world, and art not true thy 
(elf to that Religion, the Religion is 
good, but 1t 15 none of thine, Otje- | 
tively thou art of a. true and good 
Religion, the things in themſelves are 
true and good 3 but ſubjectively thou 
art ſincerely of mo Religion at all; 
for 
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( 11) 
for if thou ait not ſerious, hearty and 
diligent in it, it is certain that.ghow 
doit not truly entertain it, and fnake 
it thine > but it is thy Books that 
have the true Religion, or thy tongue, 
or fantafie, or brain, but not thy 
beart: And the beſt meat on thy 
table, or that goeth no further than 
thy mouth, will never fced thee, or 
preſerve thy life. So certain is the 
(alvation of every holy mortified 

hiiltian, and fo certain the damna- 
jon of cvcry ungodly, worldly, fleſhly 
ſcn(ualiſt, that I1 had a thouſand-fold 
rather have my foul in thecaſe of a 
godly Anaboptiſt, yea ora Monk, or 
Fryar among the Papiſts that liveth 
a truly heavenly life, in the love of 
God and man, and in a ſerious dili- 
gent obedience to God according 
to his knowledge, than in the cafe 
of a Proteltant, or whomloever you 
can 1magice to be rightelt in his 
opinions, that is wor/dly, and ſexſual, 
and a (iravger (it not an enemy) to 
the 


(12) 


own profeſt Religion, and void of a 


Holy and Heavenly hcart and life. | 
It ever ſuch a man be ſaved, the | 


principles of af Religion do de- 
C<1VEC-US. 


And certainly ſuch mens bypocrifie | 


doth aggravate their fin, and will 
increaſe their miſery. So many as 
there be in the world, that profeſs 
themſclves Chriſtians, and yet are 
not ſerious and diligent in their Res 


hgion, but are ungodly negleCters: 


or enemies of a holy life, ſo many 
Hypocrites are in the world. And I 
wonder that their conſciences call 
them not Hyporrites, when they 
fland up at the Creed, or profels 
themſclyv.s Believers : Though the 
Congregation ſceth not [ Sypocrite] 
written in their forcheads, God lecth 
it written on their bearts, and thoſe 
that coxverſe with them may ce it 
written in their lives. And yet theſe 
men are the (orwardcit to cry out 


the power and ſerious practice of his | 


azainſt: 


(13) 
againſt Hypocrites.; The Devil hath 
tavght it them to flop the ſuſpition 
and the ckaſe of conſcience, as he 
hath taught the greateſt Schiſma- 
ticks or Church-drviders ( the Pa- 
piſts) to cry, out molt againſt Schijns 
and diviſion, and pretend to wnity. 
But theſe ſhifts do blind none but 
fools, and forſaken conſciences; and 
the cheat that is now deteRed by 
the wiſe, will quick!y by God be de- 
teted before all the world, Till 
then let them make merry in theirs 
deceits: who would envy the drun- 
kard the pleaſure of an hours ſwi- 
niſh ſick delight ? This is therr por- 
tion, and this js their time; Aswe 
have choſen and covenanted for 
another portion, we are content to ſtay 
the time aſſigned, ti]]l God hall tell 
them and all the world, who was 
ſincere, and who the bypocrite, For 
our Parts, we believe that he is wot or 
leaft ſincere, that is moſt or leaſt ſerious 
m the practice of his own profeſt Re- 
Iigion, For 


(14) 
For my part, 1 muſt profeſs that 


(by the mercy of God ) I have made | 


it the work of many a year, to look 
about me, and think wherein the 
felicity of man doth indeed conſiſt : 


And I have long been paſt doubt (as | 


much as I am that Iam a man) that 


it is not in tranlitory ſenſual delights; | 


and that theſe are ſuch lean and 
dry commodities, and pittiful plca- 


ſares, leaving men (o ſpeedily ina. | 
forlojn ſtate, that F am contented'*' 


that my greatcſt enemy have my 
part of them. I have renounced them 
to God (as any part of my fclici- 
ty) and I renounce them to men : 
Let them do with me about theſe 
tags as God will give them leave, 
I will have a portion after dcath, or 
Ile have none. 

" And the caſe is (o palpable, that 
it is my admiration that the con- 
trary deceit 1s confiftent with the 
nature and reaſvn of a man; and 
that fo many Gentlemen, and Scho- 
lars, 
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"IS. 
Lars, and perſons of an ingenuous 
education , can no better dittin- 
guiſh, and can poſſibly cor.quer 
their reafon ſo eafily with the pre- 
ſence of ſenſual delights, and fo 
eatily make nothing of that which 
will te to wcrr wy ard for ect, meer- 
ly-becauſe it is 'nnot to day. Well? 1 
muſtfay, the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
God is z2burdantly ſeen in the Go- 
vernment of the world with the 
Liberty of the will, ard deterrmin- 
ing that «l! men fhunld ſpeed as they 
chuſe, 

It may be the Reader will fay, he 
expcaed that inſtcad of wnting 
luch popular dif.ourſts, 1 fhould 
have vind.catrd my ſelf againſt the 
accuſations, that in multitudes of 
Libels and Pamphlets are ſcattered 
abroad agzinſt me, But doth he 
think that man 1s ſerierfly a Chri- 
ftran that 1s not more zealous for God 
and Religion, and the ſouls of men, 
than for himſelf? Have I nothing 

| clle 


(16) 
elſe todo with my time and [ebour, ' 
but plead a cauſe of my own, which 
God will ſo ſpeedily and effeGualy 
plead ? Will it not be time enough 
to be juſtified at the Bar and day of 
God? I am content that they carry 
it as they deſire till them (were it 
not more for their own and other 
men ſakes than mine.) I am like to 
forſake my life and all for Chiiſt, 
and enduye torments if I were called 
co it, if I cannot endure to be re- 
viled and ſlandered by paſlionate 
men ? Was it nothing that our 
Lord would not- anſwer for bimiſclf, 
when he was accuſcd before Pi- 
- late ? Shall th:y be able to calumni. 
#re under the threatnings of the 
revenge of Heaven? and (hall I not 
be able to bes filent under ſuch a 
promiſe, as Matih. 5, 10, 11, 12. 
The ſervant of the Lord muſt at 
firive ! Oar Lord gave us an ex- 
ample of not reviling again, when 
he was reviled: He made bimſelf of 
ne 
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wo reputation, but endured the Croſs 
and ccutradifiion of ſinners, deſpiſing 
the ſhame. I confels I think when 
Gods inter:ft, and the good of others 
doth require it, a man ſhould 
not be wanting to his own defence, 
and I bave long ago written that 
which will ſatisfe the impartial : 
But when I (aw that it is like to 
tend to heats, and ſect more ox work , 
I had rather let men call me all the 
names they can deviſe z and volumi- 
nouſly accuſe me of any thing that 
malice ſhall ſuggeſt , than do any 
thing to foment contentions in the 
Church. But if God convince me 
that it is my duty to detect the ca- 
lumnies of men, it is a work (ſoon 
done. 

But what good will it do the world 
for me to open the numerots wn- 
truths that other men have publithed, 
or to cgnfute every Script ; when all 
that I/converſe with are ſatfied al- 
ready, and bclicye not the re- 
proachers ; 


(18) 


proachers; and all the evidence in 
the world will not ſatishe thoſe that 
will wot read it, or arc reſolved by 
their malice or intereſt never to be 
ſatisfied ? 

For my part, I doubt not but God 
and their Confciences will give them 
fach'a Confutation as ſhall bs (ufh- 
cient to them and me to end the Con- 
troverlic. 

My work is to plead the Cauſe 
of God and Holineſs againſt the 
profane and ſenſual world, and no 
further to plead any Cauſe of my 
own, than is neceſſary to that. If 
I muft bear the effc@&s of mens diſ- 
pleaſure, I had an hundred times 
rather it were for pleading for Ho- 
lineſs, and Lov:, and Peace, and 
Concord, againſt impicty, unchari+ 
tablenels, and divitions, than for 
defending my ſelf, or upon the ac- 
count of Ceremonies or ſmaller 
matters, AnJi if for theſe LL bear 
it, [ doubt nt of mor: comfort at 
the 
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the preſent, puuch 1c do I doubt of 
a better iſſue than falle accuſers 
can expet, | We ſhall bs ſhortly 
upon even ground: The time 1s 
ſhort : The pleaſures of fin, the 
triumphs of malice, the ſufferings of 
innocency are but for a moment. I 
envy them not fo ſhort and dark a 
day : The Judge is at the door 
that will judge all again, and ft all 
ſtrait, and judge in righteouſneſs. 
When I am afraid of leaving a noi- 
ſom and unrighteous world, and end- 
ing all my pain and trouble, and 
being beyond the reach of malice, 
then I will fear what man can do. 
Let them keep me out of Heaven, 
ox deprive me of my peace and 
comfort if they can : It they fear 
not the threatuings of God againſt 
the malicious and unjuſt; ſurely I 
have ks reaſon to fear their tbreat- 
wings. When they have done their 
worſt to others, let them ſave them. 
ſelves from death if they can: I am 


devored 


(20) 
devoted to Gol, and I never yer 
found caule to repent it; I am re- 
ſolved to uſe the utmoſt of my puwer 
for the interclt of Holineſs, Charity 
and Peace, and for Loyalty to the 
King, and obedience or patient ſubmiſ. 
ſion to ſuperiours: Andif yet I bear 
the fruits of fury, let thoſe that 
inſult over f{ufferers, as if they were 
therefore guilty or miſerable, re- 
member that we could have avoided it 
if we wonld, and could have found 
the way of applauſe and proſperity 
as well as they; and that no man 
takes that for his miſery which he 
chuſeth ! If this kind of preaching or 
writing offend, could not I have 
avoided it ? 1 am not in /ove with 
(ufferings from men, nor will [ 
eſcape them at the rates of Gods di(- 
pleaſure. I1 never think my f(elfin 
the bigheſt form of Chriſtians, till I am 
more confordn to the ſff rings of 
Chrift, and have endured more than 


yet I have. 
ſt 
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It is the Chriſtiars old Apology 

io Tertulian 5 [| Quaſe now. totum 
wod in nos potefts noftrum ſit Ar- 
atrium ! Certe ſe yelim Chriftianus 
ſum ; gunc ergo me damnabis, ſi dams 
nari uelim : , Quum vero quod in me 
pokes, miſt velrm non pokes, jam Mee 
volunt atis eft quad potes, mn rue po» 
teftatis : Proinde & vulgs vane de 
woſtra vexatione gaudet,  Proinde & 
mftrum eft gaudium quod ſibi venfli- 
cant, qui malumus danmars quans 4 
Deo excidere. Contra, ili F os 
oderunt, dolere non gaudere debebant, 
ernſecutis nobis quod eliginns. } Tert, 
Apologet, cap. 39. 

That is, ** As if all chat you can do 
©« 2painſt us were not our. own 
« choice! ( or will ) Certainly it is 
« becauſe I will! that I am a Chri- 
* (tian; therefore if 1 will be con-+ 
« demned, then chou wilt condemn 
* me. And when that which thou 
«canſt do againit me, thou canſi 
* not do, unleſs 1 will; it 1s not 
Ca) * now 


(22) 
#* now from thy power that thou cant 
« do'it; but from my wil! :*' And 
« therefore the vulgar do in vain 
« #ej ycear Our vexation. And theres 
U fore it 15 er joy, which they chal 
*[enpe to themiclves, while we had 
& rather be cond: mned than fall from 
«'God. On thecontrary, they that 
«hate us, ſhould grieve and not re- 
. *Joyce, while we attain but what 
© we uſe. 

For my part, if the world will 
needs be mad, 1 think both the 
laughing and the weeping Philoſo- 
pher are more exculable than he 
that would be ever-angry at them, ot 
over-byſie' in diſputing with them; 
faith Seneca [| Q are fers egri ra: 
biem & phrenenctucrba ? nempe quis 
videmtur reſcire quid faciumt. @id 
imtereſt aquo quiſque vitt9 fiar am- 

ns # Sen. de Ira. l,3,c, 26. An- 
ger and Phrenſie are but ſeveral 
waits of a mans loling his wit; and 
therefore he that can bear with one, 


ſhould 


- ccllen 


ry at 


C23) 
ſhodld fomewhat biar with the 
athet : ( Thovigh- indeed - polunt ari- 
aſe, or involuntarineſs miketh a 

reat- difference.) It is not 'worth a 
mais time, and-fabour, and coft, to 
be over-folicitous in his own vmdi- 
cation , let the world ſay of him what 
chey pleaſ?. | Multune temporis 1itio; 
abſumn : Multss ſe injurive objicit, dum 
ment dolet,  Diut ius ir aſc inner omnes 
quam” ledimir. | Sen.- de Ira. |. 3. 
(27; "Revenge takes up a deal 
«of cime't He that complaineth of 
one injury, objz&s himſelf to 
« many. We art all angry longer 
'Tthan' we arc hurt, 

T have truly -given you now the 
Reaſons, Wiy I rather chule tv 
ſpeak theſe common neceflary thiags, 
againft the D-vils party, the ungod- 
ly, the enemies, or neglcRers of ſe- 
rious FÞ-lineſs, (agreeable to the fub- 
3-& of his Majzttics Chriſtian and ex- 


—_— 


& 


: Cellent Declaration againlt D-bauche* 


ry at his cnfrance upon Is Royal 


ECT Givern- 


(24) 
Government) than ca. meddle wi 
any of the contending parties of t 
times (who arc {o angry becauſe! 


16 my own., And now on th 
Reader to this ſhort Niſcourlc, 1 

firlt deſire that he miſunderſtand me 
rocino cor two paſſages. 1.That,gy 
citation of the paſſage in, the Hom! 
be not taken as 1t I ſpoke a word 
againſt it,though I ſay, I dare not my 
(cf (ubſcribe icsFor though I think ay 
ſelf, that ſceing a perſecutor like $ 
may repent, and bc perdoned; a mocker 
at Godlineſs may Repent and be fur 
giv.n alſo: Yet I am reſolved fill co ſus 
pct my own undertianding, rather 
than to ſpeak againſt the d:Arine o 
the Cburcb. 

2. Think it not firange that | 
reprehend even Miniſters that are 
{ccret, or open oppoſers of a holy! 
ail;gence; For our forefaid Homily 
celieth 


—_ 4 


obedicnce to Authority I once, ct | 


(25) 

telleth: us , as followeth: Hom. for 
ritiation, &c. part 4'p3 150, 151. 
mplcs of ſuch ſorhers, we read 
Chron. ©* When the good King 

| ot bg Ft the why of his 


Br "> 'Kdolatry , 


+ LES: le and Reform: 


His Realm, he fent 
"Me fro every City to ga- 
«ther the® prople to. Fernſalem to 
(ftmiiite the Feiſt of Eafter in 
og #'as Odd hid appointed. 
bayerrt *from” City 'to 
he — —And whattid the people 
*chink ye ? Did they land and 
"praiſe the name of the Lord that 
= had'given them To "good a Kin 
T'ſD 'zealons a (Prince to: abohiſh 
«1dolatry, and to -teſitbre again 
i « Gods true ' Religion? No, no 
© the Scripture 'faih, -the people 
j1 ** laughed them ro fcom, and 
&© thocked *the'Rings* WMeffen 
A «And in the aſt Chapttr of the 
' "(me Book it 15 written, * chat AL 


| 
h (a3) * mighty 


( 26) 
« mighty God. baxipg compyſſo 
« on his people,, lent bis Mer 


« ocrs.. the Prophets to them , tn} 


* call them. from, their abominablt 
« Idolatry, and wicked kind of live. 
** 1ng.;; 4Bug..they gockgd We 
© lengers, they & pp-dibig Words 
his Prophets, ynlill 

Lo: arole 


* and muſuſe 
* the wrath of the Lore 
< againſt his people, and till then 
© was no, remedy. ] — The. wick: 
"ed. people, zhat were in the gain 
* of, Naab gage but, a mock x2-fhe 
« word of God!',., when Noab told 
« them that "God would take ven 
« geance: on them for their. ſings 


« Lot preached to the Sodomites, that | 


« except. they z28pent- c, both they 
s* and their. City, ſhould be deſtrogeds 
« They -thaught his ſayings impols 


©« ſible to be true; they ſcorned and 


« mocked his admonitzons, ang re- 
« puted him,as an old doting fool: 


we But God — burn Up thoſe 
« corners and mockers of his, holy | 
« Word, | 


(9) 
&Wozd,.; And what eſtimation. had 


ay « Chnſts DoGrine among the Scribes 


«2nd Phariſccs ? What reward had 


ab he among\them ? — The Phazi- 
we! wo foes which were | COVELOS, id 


* (corn him in bis Dotripe,, O then 


rds «ye (ce that. wartdly, zich men do 
bill « Corn the Dodrive: of their falva- 
ol « tion 3 the; worldly wiſe men (corn 
an! « che Doerive of Chriſt as- olih- 


oe ®.nefs., , t01;;thcir:; vnadenſtandings: 
he Fhslc Cote have cvex been, a 
nel «eytr ſhall, be. to the. worlds end. 
” «for St; Peter prophefitd, that (ach 
W/ @ſcorners ſhould be in the end be- 
"| «"{ the laattcr day. , Take herd 
f' © tharfore my brathien; take heed : 
Y| *beye not {carners, pf-Gads: mote 
5] * Holy ,Woxd-: provoke-turm not tb 
"> ** pour out ;hig, waath-upon you, a» 
I] *he dd upon thoſe Gibers , and 


* Mock ;';Be not Tt _ 
44erers.,pf your gwn ſouls}, Thus 
fer. 6hyHomily, ” | 


, Ard ro-mavel if” Pricfts: way 
(a4) bs 


(28) | 
be 'puilty' as well as people, if-rt be 
ertie thit'"is (aid by -the' Charch) i 
Homil. 3. ' againſt 'Peril of Idola- 
try, Þap. $6,"57. {'*©"But''a true 
6 Preacher to'ftay this miſchief, 'is in 
« very many places 'Farecly heard 


_ dP! in the 'whole''year, and | 
« ſomewhere 'not ©--onee 'in fever”? 


| 


« yeary 29 it is evident to be proved, 
«Further it appeareth not by any 
*ftory of" credit, - that true and 
finger” ctuers I hath endufct 
in any" Ofc place above an han- 
«. rot yen But it is evident that 
C+ 


3 of Images, and Id 


Wa oForPrechin 
Ll «Wore (mot fincere- m the bepin- 

): by proceſs of time waxed 

; und. kſ pure, 'arid after cor- 
_ ' uri laft of all witogether 
«hk an#left off, 'and other 
« imventions of men ctept in place 
U of it. $0 thet Liity and Cler- 


*8), 


| 


| 


ſuperſtition, and” wor- | 
= olftry, | 

> ys matyy'' Huhdied' | 
of Gods | 


| 


”. 
« oy; trarned and unlcatried, all ages;. 
« tes,  anddegrees of men, women, 

+& and' children of whole Chrilten- 
«dom-i( a mol} horvible- -amd molt 

14 dreadful thingito think) have been 
«at once drowned 1a 'abominable 
« Tdolatey, -'of all- other vices moſt 
« detected of God, - and moſt dam- 
<4 nable to man; and that bythe ſpace 
« of eight handred yeats, 'So far the 
Churctof England.” 

And though'l am far from cre- 
diting the many fabulass ttorics in 
that and ſuch other! Books; yet IT 
ſhall\.cecite:one inltarce . in the hife 
of: Phatzp: Neri, - the Father of the 
Oratorians; which ſhall ſhew you, 
that even among, the Papiſts, doly 
frrious diligente where it is, hath the 
lame uſage from the prophane both 
ClergpantLaity,: as in other places, 
and-1o that 'tverp where Holineſs is 
perfecuted 'by men. profkeſſing the 
lame Religion with thoſe they per- 


lecute. | 
(a5) The 


(30) 


The mcetings of the Oratoriany 


and their exerciſes, ſo like thoſe now 
abhozr'd by many, are by Beroriw 
(that. was one: of them ) thus. de- 


icribed; /as you; may fee 1n the hfc of 
Nerivs, p. 45 


* Certainly by the Divine Wiſ. | 


A ' dom was , brought to. paſs, that | 
*in our tunes —— Aſſemblies | 


* were inſtituted 1n the City, muchs | 


" _ after the form! of | that 
** Apoſtohcal Cohventions ; ſuch 

© eſpecially a. by the. Apolile were 
** appointed for. diſcourling of Dj- * 
* vine mattcxs;, both- for-cdifying 


"* the hearers',  and'\for propagate» | 


*:1ng the Church ——— It wil 
** agreed, that the zralons Chrati- 
* ans ſhould meet a 'daics at Saint 


* Hieroms: Oratory, "and there a ' 


*© Religious meeting ſhould :be held 
« after this -manner: : Firlt; filence. 
* being made, they began with 
<< prayer, . and one of the brothers 
« reads ſome pious leſſon, Ar the 


© reading | 


| C31) 
ang | © reading of, which, the Fathor nled 
ow | ** to: interpoſe upon occaliqn, - ex+ 
rin | © plaining more, fully, enlarging and: 
de. | © vehemenely. inculcating on::,the 
of | © minds of the auditors the. things 
© read, continuing his diſcourſe 
« (metime 2 whole -haus (to the 
nt © great (atisfaction of the hearers 
&. *dalogyue-wiſe, asking toms of: che 
hv | *.company | their opiazons of ſach z 
ſe 

h 

ic 


«* thing, Afﬀterward.,  by-his} ap» 
« pointment, ,.one gf. them went up 
* into the desk, raiſed upon ſteps 3 
i» | *znd made an _Oration 4 withpue 
p  -uriſhes, or varniſh of Language; 
; 


 * compoſed 'out of the approyed 

«and choice lives of Saints, Sacyed 

*© Writ, atid ſcntenccs:-of holy Fa« 

* thers.. Hg. that ſucceeded him, 
 * © diſcourſed, after. the ſame manner, 
| **but. 09. a diffexing., matter. Then 
* followed; the third., who related: 
*© fome.. part of the. Church fiory 
**1n the order of its ſeveral ages. 
* Every. of theſe. ha& bis half-houe 
«allotted: 


<< aflotted him, and performed: all 
© with marvellous delight and ap- 
% probation” : - Therr ſmging - forme 
«* Hyniw, '#2d going ro prayers 
C: )' the company broke up. 
*'All chmgs thus. ordered, and rati- 
«fied by the Pope, & far as the 
< tirnes would fuffer , the beautiful 


* face” of the Primitive -Apoſtoli- | 
« cat afembling ; 1cemed tobe revi- | 
« ved agait! 3- wheitit' a} good 'tmen | 
« xejoyeing, and many: raking their 


« Model from: them; © the like exer- 
« ciſes of piety were'ſet np and pra- 
* Giſet tn-other placts.7 - So far B- 
Foriins, 3G + 7 l; | 

If-any fay that this Tong and zca- 
tous * exe rciſe-- was not in private 


houſes; T znfwer, Allow us an Ora- | 
toty, -as the ' Pope himfelf ullowed * 


them , 'and'we hed rather® far bc 
there- than in -private honſes : But 
if any that hinder ſuch from being 
publick, (hall- then reproach it for 
being in a kefs publick- place, they 
Icc 


(32) 


(33) 
ſcarce play fair.” The Church of 
Egland, in the third part of the 
Sertnon- againſt peril of Idolatry, 
pP: 66, 67. faich: .'* In Iminiau 
«:nd Conftantiw the Emperours 
« Proclamation, the places where 
« Chriſtians reſorted to Publick 
« Prayer, were called Conventicles,.] 
See further. 

But how were the Oratorians 
eftecmed and uſed? In Chap. 16. 
of Nerius's perſecutions, after the 


- mention of mens rancour- and rail- 


ing that maligned lip, it follows, 
page 56. : that © Prelate that 
«* was Deputy of the City, moved 
« by. the reports of them that bore 
& a ſpleen to Philip, ſent for him, 
< and reprchended him ſharply : 
«Is it not a ſhame (ſaith he) 
*thar you who profels a con- 
© termpt of the world, ſhould hunt 
« for popular applauſe , and walk 
E through the City guarded with 
troops, With ſuch nets as theſe 
* tiſhing 


634) 
* fthing for Church- grefc ments ?-] 
. * When having [hrewdly tauns- 
< ed him with Tuch like cxpreſſi- 
* ons, . he prokibics, him the hear- 
*ing of. Confeſſions for filteen 
©* Jaycs, and to uſe the culionas 
« of the Oratory., but by leave 
« firſt obtained, or to lead about 
« with him any companies of men, 
* threatning - impriſonrmment upon 
*his diſobedience ; Neithes would 
* he Jet him depart till he put in 
* ſecurity for his appearance, . .lay- 
* irg — Come, you do all this, 
*'not for theWFry of God, but to 
© make a party for your fclt, 
*Mean. time, while the good man- 
© was commending himſclt to. God, 
© having intreated divers rcligious 
<©<'perſons to be inſtant in Prayer 
&* about this buline(ls, ore appear- 
© eth and. faith -— | This trouble 
*©ſhall be quickly over, and the 
* work that is: b:gun be more 
* ftrongly confirmed 3 they. who 
« relilt 


« rehi 


c& an 
6 pC 
«& ip 
«Pr 
Kye 
6 iſ 


«1 


\ 


(35) 
« refiſt now, ſhall aſſiſt hereaſtes; 
« and if any one ſhall dare: to op- 
* poſe it any longer, God ſhall 
'tpecedily avenge.it on tim. the 
®Prelate, that is your chirfctt ad+ 
« verſary, {ball certainly dye with- 
«in tilteen dayes- ] And it 
& fell out preciſcly as he forctold : 
* for, the. Prelate.  ( the Popes De» 
<<, puty ) relating the | proccedings 
*.to his: Holineſs fomewhat /par- 
« tially, - died . ſuddenly —— No 
«{oon;r was this blaze of perſc- 
« cution out, ' bat a much ficrcet 
* was: kindled!-againft the Order: 
« For under. pretext of Piety and 
*Religion ,  lome poſſeſſed *: the 
* Pape that the. Preachers of Saint 
© Hierpms many | times dcliyered 
** things ridiculous and unſound , 
{,which' argued high mdiſcretion 
* or ignorance, and mult. needs 
© endanger their hearcrs. 

I would not have troubled you 
with any of. theſe arations, but to 
| lec 


. (736) 
tet thoſe know that are- offended: at | 
my xeproof of impious Minitiers , 
that inall places and-:partics-in the 
world where there*is any ſeri di. 


ligence\ for ſalvation, there are al. | 


waics enemies of the ſame Profeſſion, 
even among-the Clergy as wcll as 
others. | The: hindering of Holy Di. 
ligence arid Seriouſneſs, is the work 
of the: Devil 'and his Unftruments in 
the-wozlkd: - The promotmg it is the 


work of Chriſt, and of his ſervants. 
The great aRtions of the- world arc 
but the:confiicqtings of theſe two Are 
mics, the falvation,ofi the Conquee 
rours; and i the dammation''of the 
conquezed being the end. By this 
contending for Faith and Holineſs, 
and bearing, the Cr:ſs, I take my 
(cif bound to perform my Cove- 
nant of. | profeſſing the Fai:h'of 
Chriſt crucitied, and manfully fight- 
ing under his Banner againlt the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, 
to my lives cnd. ] Reader, thou 
ark 


Om w_— . 
— _— * 


( 37) 


art engaged to the like as well as 
I, and ſhalt be judged according- 
ly, and reap as thou haſt ſow«d. 
CHUSE and DO as thouwilt 
SPEED. 
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gion, that is ſerious in pradiſing 
i. page I, 
No Religion will Jaue a man that 
wot tyre te it, and ar_— arid 
diligent inpraths 
Why the Author rather pabliberh 
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canuot be done when this" life 
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_ we' mwaſt do the. work, of 


this preſent life, with vigour | 


ns diligence, Þ-5 
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zeſt prayers , or is moved by 
the words 
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of man. Anſwered, | 


L-4 


(1) 


Oren 


- Ecclef. 9. 10. 


Whatſoever thy. band findeth to do, . d3 
it with thy might > for there,;is. uo 
work,, nor device, nor knawledge, 
nor wiſdom in the grave whather 
thou geſt. 


He mortality of nten be- 
=J ing the principal ſub» 
:. ja of; Salmon 11 'this 
Chapter,and oblerving 
; that wiſdom and piety 
exempt not men from; 
death; he. firſt hence infers, that Gods 
love or batred to one man ahaveany 
other, is not to be gathered by iis 
dealing with them, here, where. ak 


| vidence do come alike t0 all, 
| mon fin hath introduced death as. 3, 


things in the common courſe of prope. 
Foy 


= 


B commos 


(2) 
common puniſhment , which leyelleth 
all, and endeth all the contrivexnces, bu 
finefles, and cnjoyments of this life, 
to good and bad ; and the diſcrim 


nating Juſtice is not ordinarily man j 


felted here: An Epicure or Infidel 
would think Solomon were here plead- 
ing tbeir_ unmanly 1mpious © cauſe: 
But it is not the ceſſation of the liſe, 
or operations , or exjoyments of the 
foul” that he 1s ſpeaking of, as if there 
were no life tocome,or the ſoul of man 
were not immortal; But it is the'ceſſs 
tron of all the atlions, and honors, ! 
and pleaſures of 1bis life, which to 
or bad fhall be no more. Fre they 
ve no more reward, the memory 
of them wilt be bere forgotten, Thy 
Dave nognore a portion for ever iy 
any thing that is done under the Sun, 
Vcrl's, 8. 
| From hence he further inferreth, 
Ghiatthe comforts of life arc but ſhort 


— 


and tranfitory, and thercfore that ) 


what the creature can afford, muſt 
be preſently taken; And as the _ | 
: cd | 


| 


——— 


(3) 


ed ſhall have no more but pre- 
{:nt-pleaſures, fo the faithful may 
take therr lawful comforts in the pre- 
ſent moderate uſe of creatures; For 
if their delightful goodneſs be of right 
Ind uſe to any, it is to them; And 
therefore, though they may nqg uſe 


:f them totheir hurt, to the pampering 


of their flicſh, and firenghthening 
their laſts, and hindering ſpiritual 
duties, benefits, and ſalvation ;: yet 
muſt they ſerve the Lord with joy« 
fulneſs, and with pladneſs of beart , 
for the abundance if all things, which 
he giveth them, Dewt, 28.47. 

t he interreth from che bre+ 
vity of mans life, the Neceſiity of Beed, 
and Diligence in his duty. And this 
is in the words of my Tcxt; where 
you have, 1. The duty commanded. 
2. The reaſon or motive to enforce 


if. : 


whatever work is affigned thee by 
God to 'do inthis thy tranſitory life, 
B 2 [ do 


(4) 
| do # with thy might] ( that is, 
x.Spcedily, without delay, 2. Dil 
gently; and as wcll as thou art able; 
and not with ſloathfulneſs, or ;by 
the halves.) 

2. The Motive is in the 
part z [For there's yo work, , nor de- 
vice ® nor knowledge, n.r wiſdim in 
the grave whither thow goeſt| ( that 
1s,, Ic. mult be new or. never : The 
grave, where thy. work cannot be 
done, will quickly end thy oppor 
tunities, ) The Caldee Paraphraſc ap- 
propriates the ſenſe too narrowly 


_ 


latte | 


to Works of Chariy, or Alms , [whas | 
foever good and Aims giting thau Bud: | 
ej} to do: } avd the Moving Reaſon | 
they read accordingly [/or nothing | 
but thy works of 1ighteauſneſs and mer- 
cy follow thee.|] But the words ay; 
more general,and the ſenſe 15 obvious 
contained in theſe two Propolity 
ons. - | 


Dor. 1. The wark of thu life ok 


nt be done, when tha diſc id ended. ;ON, 


here 


"_— 


CS] 
Thiye is 0 working in the grave, tY 
which woe are all making haſte. 


Dor, 2. Therefore while we have 
tim. we #uft do our beſt : or a1 the work 
of this preſent life with vigour and di+ 
ligence, t 


It is from an un tueſtionable and 
commonly acknowledged truth, that 
Solomon here urgeth us to diligence 
Mm duty; and therefore to' prove it 
would be,but loſs of time. As there 
are two whrlds for man to'live- in, 
and fo two lives for man to lives 
fo each of theſe lives hath its pecelt- 
a inployment, This is the life of pre- 
paratim : the next is the life of our 
reward or puniſhment : "We arc now but 


in the Vomb of Eternity , and muſt 


hve hereafter in the open world, We 
are www but (ſet to ſchool to learn the 
work 'thit we mutt do for ever ; This 
is thetimeof onr Apprentiſhip : we 
are" [earmrg the trade that- we muſt 
hve upon 1n Heaven, We ruy now; 
B 3 that 


(6) 
that we may then receive the Crown; 
we fight now, that we may then trs 
umph in victory. The Grave hath 
no work : But Heauv#» hath work, and 
Hell hath ſ»ffering, There 1s no 
Repent ance unto life hereafter ; But 
there is Kepentance unto torment, and 
to deſperation. There is no Belitving 
» of a Happineſs unſcen in order to the 
oHtaining of 1t : or of a miſery uuſcen in 
order to the eſcaping of it; nor believing 
in a Saviour in order to theſe ends; 
But there is - the fruition of, the Happi- 
eſs . which was bere beMoed and 
feeling of the miſery that men would 
not be/ievez and [LNering from bim as 3 
1ightcous 7rdge, whom they. rezeRed 
8s a merciful Savionr, So that it is 


not «ll work that ceaſeth-at our death? | 


but only the work of tha preſunt life, 

And indecd no reaſon can ſhew us 
the lealt probability of doing our work 
when our Tune is done that was gi 
ven us to do itin. If it cay be done, 
it muſt be, 1. By the* recalling. of 
our Time, 2. By the reaurn of life. 
3. Or 


[ 


f 


ut 5 


(7) 
. Or by opportunity in another life * 
t there is no hope of any of theſe, 
1, Who knoweth not that Time 
cannot be recalled? That whichoxce 
Wa. will b: no more. Teſterday 
will never come again. To day1s pal; 
fins, and will not return. You may 
work while it is day : but when 'you 
have loſt chat day, 2t will not return 
for you to work in, While your 
candl: burxeth, you may make uſe. of 
its ligh: : but when it is. doxe, it 1s 
to0la'c to uſe it, No force of Medi- 
cine, 'no Orators elegant perſwali- 
ons, no worldlings wealth, no Princes 
poivert can call back one day. or 

urof .time. -- If they «ould, what 
endeavours would there be uſed; 
when: extremity hath taught them 
to value what they now deſpiſe ? 
what chaffering would there be at laſt, 
if Time could -be purobaſed, for; any 
thing that man can give. Then 
Miſers would bring out their. wealth, 
and (ay, Alltbis will I give for one days 
tiwe of Repent ance more: And Lords 
R 4, and . 


(8) 


and Knights would lay down they 
Honors, and ſay, Take all, and {t 
us be the baſeſt beggars, if we may bu 
have one year of the Time that we mi. 


Gent! Then Kings would lay down 


their Crowns, and ſay, Let # be equa] | 


with the l.weſft ſulj-As, ſo we may bnt 
bave the time again that we waſted in 
the Cares and Pleaſures of the world, 
K 1ng dows would then ſeem a Contemp- 
table price' for the recovery of Time, 


The Time that is now idled and talk | 
*Way': the Time that is now feaſted | 


and complemented away, that 1s uns 
neceſſarily Ported and ſlept away 3 that 


is wickedly and preſumptuoully fin'd | 
away ; how preciow wyHl it one day | 


ſeem toull? How ha 


ppy'a bargain | 


would they think that they had made, | 


if at the dearctt rates thcy could 
redcem it > The prophanc(t Mari- 


ner falls a praying, when he fears | 


his Time-is at an<nd. If importu- 
nity would then prevail , how car- 
neſtly would they pray for the re- 
covery 'of Time , that formerly de- 
G rided 


(9) 
rided praying, Or mindcd it nof, of 
could not have while,or mocked God: 
with l1p-ſervice, and cuſtomary forms, 
and feigned words in lead of pray- 
ing ? What  Liturgie would Death 
ccach the trifling Time-deſpifing 
Gallants, the idle, buftte, dreaming- 
2Qive ambitious, covetous Lovers of- 

. this world, if Time could be mtreat<: 
ed-torcturn ! How pallionately: then- 
would they roar out their requeſts ?- 
rO'vbat we might once ſee the days of 
Hop#, "and Means, and. Mercy, which: 
once Be ſaw, and would not ſee! Q! 
that we had thoſe days to pend in pent-' 
tential tears and prayers, andboly- prepa-- 
rations for an'endlefs life, which we 
ſpent- at cards," in-needleſi recreations, 
m idle talk,, in bunouring others, 1n 
the pleaſing of otr fleſh, or in the jnor- 
dinate Cares and bufineſfes of the world !. 
O that dur youthful pigar might returs.” 
that or, year s Might erenewed ? tiat- 
ther days me ſpew iivanity might - be 
riCalled ! that Miniſters might aga;mbe; 

fint tau publickly andprivatelygwith the 
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meſſage of grace which we once: made | 


light of ! that the Sun would once more 
ſhine upon  ! and patience. and mercy 
would once more re-aſſume their work! 
If cries or tears, Or price.ar' pains, 
would bring back loſt-abuſed Time, 
how happy were the now-dilirat- 
ed, dreaming, dead- hearted, and im- 
penitent world! If it would then ferve 


their turn to ſay to the vigilant be-. 


lievers | Give #s of your oy! , \fqr our 
lamps are gone out, | or tocryy {\Lard, 


Lord,open to w |when the door is ſhut, 


the fooliſh would be ſaved &s! well as 
the wiſe, Mat. 25. $8, 1o, 11. But 


this is the day of ſalvation ! this is the | 


accepted Time, 2 Car: 6.2. | While'it 
1s called To day, hearken, and harden 
not your hearts, Pſal. 95, 8.: Awake 
thou that ſleepeft, and ſtand up from 
thy floathful wilful death, and uſe 
the light that's afforded thee by Chriſt, 
Epbeſ. 5. £4. or elſe the everlaſting 
utter darkneſs, will ſhortly end thy 
Time and Hope. 


2, And as Time can never be” | 


recalled, 


(11) 
recalled, fo Life ſhall never be here 
reftored, Job '14. 14; [ If a man dic, 
ſhall he live (here) again? Al the 
days of our appointed time we muſt 
therefore wait (1n faith and diligence} 
tall our change ſhall come, | One Life 
is appointed us on earth, to diſpatch 
the work. that our. everlaſting lite de- 
pendeth on : And we ſhall have but 
One... Loſe that and all is Juſt. fox,cver.z 
Ter you may bear, and read, aud Hary, 
aud pray ; but when this Loſes 698 
ed, it (hall be ſo no more. | You ſhall 
riſe from the Dead indeed to judge- 
ment, and to the. Life that now you. 
ae-preparing for : hut never to ſuch a 
lik @ this oy earth 2 your hife is as the 
highting of a Battcl ; that muſt be 
won or loſt at once. There is ro 
coming hither again to mcnd what is 
done amiſs. Ovcrlights muſt be pre- 
ſently correRed by Kepentance, gr cle 
they are evcilaſtingly' paſt xemedy., 
New if you be not truly converted , 


/ youmaybe: If you find that you. are 


camal and miſcrable, you may, b 
| healed: 


| (2) 
healed: If you are unpardoned, you 
miay 'be pardoned :* If you are Enc- 
mics, you may. be reconciled to 
God : But when once the thred of 
life iscut, your opportunities are at 
an'end. | Now you may enquire of 
your friends and Teachers, what 
a" poor foul muſt do that he may 
be ſaved, and you may receive partt- 
cular inftrudtions and exhortations;, 
«hd God may bleſs chem to the illus 
minating', renewing and ſaving * of 
your ſouls > But when: Life is paſt, 
it will be fo no more. | O then, 
if deſperate ſouls might but rctiirn, 
and” more, be tried with the 


means 'of life, what joyful tidings | 


would 'it be ! How wekome would 


the meſſenger be that bringeth 'it ? 


Had Hell but ſuch an offer as this, 
and would any cryts procure it from: 


their righteous' Judge, O- what a+ | 


change would be among them ! How: 
;mportumately-would they cry to God, 
{O- {tnd us once agam unto the 


Eqrch + I | Once more letus [ce the face- 


of. 


(13) 
of Mercy, and (hear the tenders 

of Chriſt and of falvation? Once 
more let the Minitters offer us their 

helps, and teach us in feafon and 

out of ſeaſon, in publick'andin pri- 

vate, and we wlll refaſe their help 
and exhortations no'more : we will 
hate them, and drive them away from: 
onr houſts and Towns no more : 

Once more let us have thy Word,and' 
Ordinances, and try whether we-will 
not b:licve them, and ufe ther berrer 
than we did. Once more let'us have 
the help and company of thy Saints, 
and: we will ſcorn them, and abuſe 
them;;' and  perfecute them no more. 
Ofor the great unvaluable Mercy off 
ſuch a Life'as once we had !'O Try 
us once more with ſuch a HTfe, and 
ſee whether we wilt not -contemr 
the- world , * and clgfe with- Chrilt, 
and hve 45 firictly, and” pray as car- 
neſtly , as thoſe 'that we hated' and; 
abuſe for fo doing: O that we 
might once more be admitted into the 
toly Afſcmblics, and have the Eords 
Days 


(14) 
Days to ſpend 3n the buſineſs of our 
ſalvation / We would plead no more 
againlt the power and. purity of the 
Ordinances; We would no more 
call that day a burthcn,nor hate then 
that ſpcnt it in works of Holine(s, 
nor plcad for the liberty of the Ach 
therein. | ay 

It makes my heart even ſhake with- 
in me, to-think with what cries thoſe 
daraned fouls would firive with God, 
and how they would roar out | © try 

w once again, ] it they had but the 
leaft encouragement of Hope / Bur 
it will. not te, It muſt notbe! They 
bad their Day, and would not know 

it: . They cannot /oſs their Time 

and have it. They had faithful 

Guides, and would not follow them : 

Teachers they had, but would not 

learn, The duſt of their fect mult 

witneſs againſt them 3 becauſe their 
entertained obeyed meſſage, cannot 

_ Witneſs for them. Loyg did Chriſt 

wait - with the paticnt tenders of 

tus blood and ſpirit; His Grace 

Was 


/ 
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was. long and carneſtly offered thern, 
but -con}d not be regarded and re- 
ceived : 'And they cannot finally re- 
fuſe a Chriſt, and yet have a- Chriſt; 
orrefuſe his mercy, and yet be ſaved 
by it. He that would have Lazaras 
ſent from the drad to wars his unbe- 
lievivg Brethren on Earth , no doubt 
would have (irongly purpoſcd bim- 
ſelf.on a reformation, it he mighe 
once tore have ben tried ; And how 
eameltly. :would he have beg'd for 
ſuch/a'Tr1al;' that beg'd fo hard for a 
drop of water? Lnke 16. 24, 27, 28. 
But alas, fuch mouchs mult be (topt for 
ever. with a-| Remember: that thou in 
thy life time recerved't thy good things, ] 
V. 25« | 
So that it is appointed ſor all men 
once to_ die, and after that the judge- 
ment , Hcbr. 9. 27. But there's no re» 
turn to earth again; The. places of 
your abode, - imployment and delight 
ſhall know you no more, You muft 
ſe theſe faces of your friends, and 
converſe in ficſh with men no more / 
This 


(16) 
Thi world , 'thef:. houſes, that | 
wealth and. Honour, as to any frui- 
tion, mult be to you 'as it you had 
never. known them. You mult af- 
(emble here but a little while! yeta; 

little. longer, and we 1nuli preach, | 
and you matt-hear. it: no : more for! 
ever, That therefore which you will 
do; mult preſently' be done, or it will 
be too late. It ever you will Re- 
-pent_ and /Bcheve;, it muſt be Nav. 
If ever you wil be converted! and 
ſanRificd; it mult be Now, : 1f even 
you will be pardoned and reconciled 
to God, it muli be N»w, Lt ever you; 
will: rcign-, its now. that: you mult 
tight and conquer. Othat you were 
wiſe, that you undcritood this, and: 
that. you would conlider: your lat- 
ter end, Next. 32.23, And that you 
would: tet thoſe words ſink dows into 
your: beerts, which came:from the 
heart of the. Redeemer, as was wit» 
neſled by/his tears, Luke: 19.4:1; 42. 
[ If thou had known, even thor,ad leaſt 
11 this thy day, the things: mhich !eong 
Wl 


(17) 


| gnt'o thy peace, But now they are hid- 


den from thine eyes. ] And that theſe 
warnings may not be the lels re- 
garded , becauſe you have fo often 
heard "them, when often hearing m- 
treaſeth your ob!i1gation,and diminiſh- 
@h not the truth, or your dan- 
ger, 

3. And as there is no Return t9 
Earth, (o is there no doing this work 
hereafter. Heaven and Hell arc for 
other work, If the Infant be dead born, 
the open world will- not revive him ; 
That which is geneated, and born a 
Fraſt, or ſerpent, will not by all the 
mfluences.of the Heavens, or all 
the powers of Sun or Earth, become 
a May. The ſecond and third con- 
csQion preſuppole the firſt ; The har* 
veſt Joth preluppuſe the ſeed-time , 


and the labour of the husbindman. 
Its now that you mult ſow, and here- 
after that you muſt reap, It's now 
that you muſt work, and then that 
you muſt receive your Pges. 


Is 


(18) 


Is this believcd and conhlidered by 


the ſleepy world? Alas firs, do you 
live as men that muſt live hcre no 
more? Do you work as men that 
muft work no more, and pray as 
men that muſt pray no me, when 
once the Time of work is <ndcd ? 
What thinkeſt thou por belted 
ſinner ! will God command the Say 
to land flill, while thou re<bellelt or 
forgetreſt thy work, and bm ? Doſt 
thou look he ſhould pervert the courſe 
of nature, and continue the Spring 
and Secd-time tilkthou haſt a mind to 
ſow ? or that he will return the dead- 
born or miſhipen Infant into the 
womb, that it my be better form- 
ed or quickencd? Will he renew 
thy age, and make thee young a» 
gain, and call back the hours that 
thou prodigal'y waftedft on thy luſts 
and idlcncls? Canſi thou look for 
this at the hand of God, when Na- 
ture and, Scripture aſſure thee of the 
contrary ? If.not, why haſt thou not 
yet done with thy bcloved fins ? 
Why 


a 


| 


(19) 


'Why halt thou not yet begun to live ? 


Why fitteft thou full while thy fqul 
1s unrenewed, and all thy prepara- 


- tion for death and judgement 1s yet 


to take ? How fain would Satan 
hnd'thee thus at death ? How fain 
would he have leave to blow out 
thy candle, bcfore thou haſt entred 
into the way of life ? Doſt thou look 
to have Preachers ſent after thee , 
to bring thee the mercy which thy 
conterypt here left behind 2 Wilt thou 
hear 'and be converted in the Grave 
and Hell? or wilt thou. be faved 
without holine(s ? that is, In deſpighe 


of Gud that hath reſolved, it Pal 


yot be. O ye ſons of ſleep , of death, 
of darkneſs, awake, and live, and 
hear the Lord, before the Grave and 
Hell have ſhut thiir mouths upon 
you ! Hear ow, leit hearing be too 
late! Heer new, if you will ever hear. 
Hear now, if 'you bave ers to begr | 
And/.O ye ſons of Light, that fce 
what {lceping ſinners ſee not,. call to 
them, and ring them ſuch a peal of 

lamenta» 


(20) 
lamentartions , tears, and compaſſio- 
nate intreaties, as is {uited ro fuh 
a dead and dolefull. ſta'c; Win 
knows but God may, blcfs it to 
awake them ? 


H any of you b: fo far awakened, | 


as to ask me what Fam calling you 
to do; My Text tells you in general, 
np and be Doing : Look about you, 
and ſce what you have to do, and Dy 
it with your might. 
' 1. [Whatſoever thy hand findeth 
to do 
impoſed by the Lord, whatſoever is 2 
Means conducing to thy own or 0+ 
thers welfare ; Whatſoever N:ceſuty 
eal'eth thee to do, and Opportunity als 
loweth thee to do. | 
[ Thy hand findith ] that is, Thy 


executive powers by the conduR of 


thy underſtanding, is now todo. 
[D> it with thy Might : Do thy 
beft'in it, 1, Triffe not, but &o it pre* 
fently, without nmeceſſtry Drlay, 
2. Do it Keſolutely : Remain not dowbt- 
fol, vnreſolved, in ſuſpenſe, as if it 
were 


That is, whatſoever is a aty | 


gym_ 


mit. re 
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were yet a queſtion with thee whether 
thou ſhouldii do it, qr nor. 

1 + Do it. with thy moſt awakened 
'® | effedions , and (erious inteution of 
the powers. of thy foul. Sleepineſs 


d, | and inſenſibi/ity are moſt antuitable 
Yl to. ſuch works, It is a peculiar 
al, prople zealous of gaod works, that. 
1 Chxilt 'hath , purchaſed to hymlclt, 


Tits 204+ 

| +4. Dot with all aeceſſary forecaſt 
h | and *contrivance; Not with a 4i- 
Y firafting hindering Care, but with 
ſuch a Care as may ſhew that you 
” | <«fpiſe not your Maſter, and.are not 
4 regardleſs, of his work,: And with 
* ſuch a care a5 is ſuited to, the difli- 
culties and nature of che thing, and 
$.necellary to the, due accomp'iſhs 
ments 

+415: Do ie not ſNoathfully, but vigas 
-roully and with, diligence. Stick noc 
" | at thy labour: Leſt chow hear | Thou 


—, 


| wicked and ſbatbfull ſervant , Mat. 
{ 25. 26. Hide not thy bandix thy bo- 
| ſome with the ſloathſull, and (ay nor, 
; There 
| 


—— 
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There 34 4a Lion in the way, Prov. 26; 
13, 14. The negligent and the viciow, 
the waſter and the ſi1bful, differ | &p! 
but as + one brother from - another | B 
Prov. 1$. 9. As the ſel-mnrder of \ not 
the wilfully ungodly, (o allo the defre | you 
of the ſloatbfull killeth him, becauſe | ſew 
his hands refuſe to labour, Prov. I 
21. 25. 'The foul of the fluggard | qt 
defireth and hath xothing ; but the foul | Of 1 
of the diligent ſhall be made far, Pro, | Of! 
13. 4. Be not ſlbathjll ins bufineſs, but furtl 
be fervent in fpirit ſerving the Lord, | and 
Rom. 12. 11. WO! 
6. Do it with Conſtancy, and not | thi 
with deſtruQive pawſcs and inter- den 
millions, or with wearinefs and turn- mat 
| - img back. The rigbte« ſhall bold on | ipo 
| bis way, and be that 3 of clean bayds | anc 
Jhall be ftronger and ſtronger, Job 17.9, | Bo 
Be ftedfaft, unnoveable, alw ayes ebound- prc 
ing in the work, of the Lord Pros, anc 
much as you know that your 1 ” pal 
wot in vam inthe Lord, 1 Cor. 15.5% | &h 
Be not weary of well-dding : for in due | the 
ſeaſon we ſhell reap if we faint not, 
Gal, 


a 
— 


| 


—— 


— 
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Gal. 6. 9. Theſe ſix particulars are 
neceffary, if you will obſerve the pre- 


cept in my Text. 


But that miſunderſtanding hinder 
not the pesformance, I ſhall acquaint 
you further with the ſenſe, by theſe 
few explicatory cautions. 

1. The Migbt and D.ligence here 
required, excludeth not the .neceſſity 
of D: liberation and Prudent condude, 
Otherwiſe, the faftey you go, the 
further you may go out of the way ; 
and. mifguided zcal may (poll all the 
work, and make it but an injury to 
ethers or your (clves. A little impru- 
dence in the fcafon, and order, and 
manner of a duty , ſometimes may 
ſpoil it, and hinder the ſucceſs, and 
and make it do more hurt than good. 
How many a Sermon,or Prayer,or rc- 
proof, is made the matter of derifion 
and contempt, for ſome imprudent 
paſſages or deportment ? God ſend- 
eth not his { rvants to be jeſters of 
the world, or to play the mad men 
5 David in his tears: we muſt be 


wiſe 


(24) 
Wiſe and innocent, as well as reſc{ute 
and valiant : Though fl:ſply and world. 
ly wiſdom be not defireable, as bring 
but fooliſhneſs with God; yet the 


wiſdom which is from above, and is firſt | 
pure, and then peaceable, and Is ac+ | 


quainted with the high and hidden 
mylteries, and 1s juſtified of her chil- 
dren, muſt be the Guide of all our ho- 
ly aRtions. Holineſs is not Lind : 1. 
lumination 1s the tixft part of Sandi- 
fication, Brclicvers are Children of 
the Light. Nothing requireth fo 
much wiſdom as the matters of God, 
and of our (ſalvation. Folly 1s mot 
unſuitable to ſuch excellent 1mploy- 
merits, and moſt unbeſeeming the 
ſons of the moſt High. It is a ſpirs 
f wiſdom that animateth all the 
zints, 1 Cor, 3.19. & 2. 6, 7. 'Epb. 
1. 8,17. (ol. 3. 16. It is the treaſores 
of wiſdom that dwcll ia Chrilt, and 
are communicated to his, members, 
Col. 2.3- We muſt walk in w.ſdom 
toward them that are without, Col. 


4-5- And our works mult be ſhews 
on 


('25 ) 
ut of a good converſation, with meeks 
poſs of wiſdom, Jam. 3. 13. Yet 1 
muſt needs fay , that its more m 
great things than in ſmel, in the ſ#b- 


| ftence than the circumſtances y 1n 2 


ſound _ and eftimate of things, 
and 'faitable choice and proſecution, 
than in fixe expreſſions or deportment 
anlwering proud mens cexpectati- 
00s. 

2. Though -you muſt work with 
your Might, yet with a diverſity 
wreeable to the 'quality of -your (e- 
reral works. Some works mult be 
preferred before others : All cannot 
be done at once. [That's 4 ſin out of 
| eafon, which in ſeaſon is a duty. The 
Greateſt, ' and «the woſt wrgent work 
ogy preferred. And ſome wirks 
muſt be done-with doxble fervour-and' 
relolution, and ſome with leſs. Buy- 
ng, and (ollimg, and-marrying, and 
poſſeſſing, and ufing the world, muſt 
be done-with z fear of overdoing, and 
n a fort as if we did tbem wot, though 
they alſo muſt have a neceffary dili- 


.C gence, 
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gence, -1 Corinth. 7, 29,30, 31. Gok 


Kingdom and its Kighteouſmeſi mul] % 
be firſt ſought, Mat. 6. 33. Andouw lov 


laboxr for the meat that periſhath, 
muſt be comparatively as one, Joh 
6. 27. | 
3.-Lafily, it is not an #rregulay, 
nor a ſelf-difturbing , vexati« viel 
lence that is sequired of us: but x 
ſweet well-(etl:d reſolution, and a de 
lightful expeditious diligence , that] þ 
makes the wheels go merrily on, ani 
the more calily get over thoſe rubsand | 
difficulties, that clog and flop a floath- 
tul ſoul. 

And now will you lend me the 
afiftance of your Conſciences ,. (ot 
the tranſcribing of this command df 


God upon your hearts, and taking | wi 
out a Copy of this order, (or the | w; 
regulating of your lives ? | Whath- 
ever} is not a word -ſo couprebenſive 
25 to include any-vexity Or fin; bats 
comprebenfive as to include af your 
Duty. 


1, (To 
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.14. (To begin with the loweft : } 
the very works of your bodily cal- 
legs maſt have &iligence. In tbe 
ſwrat of your brows you muſt rat" your 
breed, Gen. 3. 19. Six days ſhalt thou 
labour, aud do all that thou haft t0 do, 
Exod. 20-9. He that will not work, lex 
kim 110t eat, 2 Theſl. 3.10. Diſorder+ 
h walkers X buſte-bodies, that will not 
yirk, with quietneſt, and eat their own 
lregd, are to be avoided and ſhamed by 
the Church, 2 Thrſſ. 3. 6,1 1,124.14» 
Lezy ſervants are unfaithful to men, 
wd diſvb:dient to God, | who com- 
mandeth them to obey their Maſters 
Kcording to the fleſh ( unbelieving, un+ 
;ngodly Maſters) in el things (that 
concerns their ſervice) apd that mot 
with eye- ſervice .as Man-pleaſers , but 
w fingleneſs of beart, and in the fear 
of God, daing whet ſoever they do as to the 
lard, and uot wnte wen, knowing that 
ofthe Lord (even for this) tbey ſhall ye- 
tive the reward of the inheritance , 


| 


Col, 3. 22, 23,24. But be thes doth 
wrong (by Nloathfulnels, or unfaithful- 
C.2 n.6) 
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riels) ſhall receive ſor the wrong . which 
he bath done, ver. 25. 

Succeſs .is Gods ordinary tempos 
ral reward of diligence, Prov. 10. 4. 


& 12. 24, 27. And diſcaſes, poverty, | 


ſhame, \ diſappointment, or ſelf-cor- 
menting melancholy , are his uſual 
puniſhments . of ſloath. Herd labor 
redeemeth Time: you will have the 
more to lay out on greater Works: The 
fluatbful is (hill bebind- band, and there- 
fore, muſt leave much of his work 
undone. 

2. Are you Parents or Governarg 
of Families | you have work to < 
for God, and for your Childrens ayd 
ſervants ſouls : Do it with your might: 
Deal wiſely, but ſeriouſly and frequently 
with.them about their tin, their duty, 
and their hopes of heaven; Tell them | 
whitber they arc going, and which 
way they muſt go; Make them un- 
derltand that they have a higher Fs 
ther and Maſter that muſt be fiſt 
ſerved, and greater work to do than 
yours, Waken them from their natu- 
ral 


(29) 
ral inſenſibility and ſl1ath : Turn not 
all your family duties into lifeleſs cu. 
forms ( whether extemporate , 

or by rote) ſpeak about God, and 
| Heaven , and Hell, and Holin (s, 
with that ſeriouſncls-as beſrems men 

| that believe what they ſay,and-would 
have thoſe they ſpeak to, to believe 
| if, Talk not either drowſily, or 
lightly, or jeaſtingly of ſuch dread- 
ful, or joytu), unexpreſſible things. 
Remembcr, that your ſmilies and yor, 
are going, to the grave, and to the 
world where there- is no more room 
for your exhortations; There is no 
Ctechiſing, examining, or ſericws in- 
fruding them in the grave whither 
they and you are going. It muſt be 
ww or never ; Andtherefore do it with 
your might, The words of God mult 
be tn your bearts, and you welt d/!i- 
gently teach them to your children, tdlk- 
tng of them when youſit in your boyſes, 
when you walk Ly tbe way, when you lic 
down, and when you riſe up, D-ut.6.67, 
8. & 11. 18,19,20. 
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. Have you ipnorant or « 
ibans, RR miſcry a 
your compaſſion, - and relief? © Speak 
to them and help them with prudent 
diligence. Loſe not your opportuni- 
ties : 'Stay not till Death hath opt 
your mouths, or fiopt their ears. Sta 
not till they are out of Hearing, ind 
taken ' from your converſe. Stay not 
till they are in Hel, b:fere you warn 


them. of «, or till Heaven be loſt, | | 


bcfore.:you have ſeriouſly called to 
them-'to remember it. - Go to - their 
houſes: take all opportunities : ſtoop 
fo their infirmities : bear with un+ 
thankfull frowardneſs : It is for mem” 
ſulvation : Remember there. is no 
place for your inſtruQtons or exhot- 
tations in the Grave or Heb. Tow 


&ft cannot (peak, and their duft can- 


not hear : Up therefore and be doing 
with all your might. 
4. Hath God intruſted you with 


the Riches of this world; with mayy 
talents or with few, by which he look 
eth.you ſhould rclicys the necdy, and 
eſpecially 


Y, i 
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dy ſhould promote thoſe works 

piety-which- are the greateſt cha. 
rity ? Give (prudently, but willingly 
and liberally.) while you have to give, 
It is yyur Gain: The time of mary. 
xt for your fonls': and of laying up 
4 treaſure in Heaven; and ſetting 
your money to the molt gunfull 
Ulury 3 and of making you friends of 
the mammon of unrighteouſacſi, aud 


| furthering your falvation, by that 


which' bindereth other mens, and 
occalioneth their perdition. [ As 
yu bave opporrunity , do good to all 
wer, but efpecially to them of the houſ- 


| dof fantd] Gal. 6.6, 7,8, 9, 13. 


{['Coft thy breed upon the waters , fot 
this ſralt find it after many dayes. Give 
eportion to ſeven and to eight ; for thiu 
haoweſt 10t what evil may be upon the 
earth ] EcclcC. 11. 1, 2. [ In the morn. 
hg ſow thy feed, and in the ev ny 
withhold not thy band : for thou know- 
et not whether ſhall pr -þ this or that, 
or whether they both ſhall be al. ky goo } 
v. 6. | 1Witbhbold not good from them 10 


C4: whom 
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whem it # due, when it #4 in the town 
of thy band to do it : Say. not to thy 
weighbour, Ge, and come again, andty 
morrow I will give, when thou baſt.it 
by thee, | Prov. 3. 27,28. Laywp:«| 
oundation for the time to come: Di, 
good before thy beart be bardened, thy 
riches blaftcd and conſumed, thy oppor. 
tunities taken away; part With it 
before it part with the: Remem- 
ber it. muſt be Now or Nower: 
There is no working in the 
Grave, 

5. Hath God intruſtcd you with 
Power or Intereſt, by which you may 
promote his honor in. the world, 


and rclieve.the oppreſicd, and reſirain | 
the rage of impigus malice !. Hath 
he made you Governers , and put the 
Sword of Juſtice into your hands ? 
un then and be doing with your 
might. Defend the innocent., pro- 
te& the ſervants of the Lord, cher: 
them that do well, be a terror to 
the wicked, encourage the ſtrickeſt 
obedience to the univerſal Governor, 
. diſcoun- 


— _— 
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diſcountenance the breakers of his 
Laws : Look not to bereverenced or 
obeyed before bin, or more carctully” 
thin he >» Openly maintain his Truch 
and worſhip without fear or ſhame * 
Peil gently and tenderly with his 
fmbs and little ones ; Search affer' 
vice that you may ſuccesfully ſup- 
preſs it. Hate thoſe temptations that 
would draw you to mtn-pleafing; 
temporizing , remiſneſs, 'or coun- 
tenzncing} (i; but eſpecially choſe 
that would enfnire you In a contro- 
v.rſre with Heaven, and in quarrels 
apainſt the ways of Holineſs; or in thaf 
felf-confounding ſm of abuſing and 
oppoling the yer that are miſt 
careful to pleaſe the Lord, Your truſt 
is great, and (os your advantage td 
do good; And how: greidt will be 
your account, and'how dreadful, if 
you be unfaithful ? ' A you ſignifi? 
more than hundreds' or thouſands of 
the meaner ſort, and 'your aR!ons d5 
moſt good. or burt, {o you multexpect 
to bz» according'y dealt with, when 
| GS" you--+ 


b 
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you come*to the impartial, final judge- 
ment. Belfriend: the "Goſpel as the 
Charter of your everlaliing privi- 
ledges; own thoſe that Chrilt hath told 
you he will eown, Uſe them as men 
that are ready to hear | Inaſmub 
a you did it to one of the leaft of theſe 
my gens $.je did it wnto me |Mat-25, 
Know not @ wicked perſ.n: but let 
your eyes be on the faithful of the land, 
that they may dwell therein, and lead. « 
quiet and peaceatle life, in all godlineſs 
end honefty, Plal. 101. x Tim. 2.2. 
Get thoſe that work the work, of the 
rd, te with you without ſear | 1 Cor. 
16. 10. Remember that it is the 
Chaxacter of a Phariſee and Hypo: 
crite, to ſee the wote of the nox- obſer. 
| vance of a ceremony , or tradition, 0 
ſmaller matter of difference in Relig» 
on39an their Brothers eye, and not t0 
ſce.the beam of hypocrifie, injuſtice and 
walicious cruel-oppoſition of Chriſt and 
his Difcipks in their own eyes: And 
that it's the brand of them.chat p{-aſe 
as& God, that are. filivg up»their ſins, 


CN « 
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on hom Gods wrath 1s coming, to the 
itoft, to perſecute the ſervants of the 
Lord, ferbidding them ro Preach to the 
people that they might be ſaved, 1 Theſl. 
2, 15, 16. 

om well the ſecond, and the 
buadred and firft Plalm : And write 
theſe ſentences on your walls and - 
doors, as an Antidote againſt that 
ſel undoing fin : Marth. 18. 6. Who- 
ſoever ſhall offend one of theſe little 
ones which believe in me, it were bet- 
ter for bim that a mill-ftoye were banged 
about bis meck,, and that be wert drows- 
ed in the depth of the ſea.) Zach. 2.8, 
[He that roucheth you , roucheth the 


| afple of bis eye. ) Rom. 14, 1, 2. and 


15.1, [ Himtbat #s weak, in the faith, 
Yereive' you , but not to doubtful diſpu- 
ations. For God bath rectived 
bim.] Mat; 10, 40, 41,42. f He that 
rechiveth you, receiveth me; and - he 
that receiovrth me, receiveath him that 
ſent me; He that receivetb 'a "righ." 

teozs ran in the name of a righteow * 
Way, ſhall recerve 8 Tighttous mens re- 


ward ; * - 
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ward :' And whoſo ſhall give to drink 
ro one of theſe little ones, & Cup of cold 
water only in the name of a Diſciple Ve. 
rily I ſay unto you, be ſhall in nc wiſe loſe 
bx reward.) If you love not the 
Gedly, love your ſelves ( lo far as to 
ſuch ſelf-love is poſſible), wound not 
your ewn hearts, to make their fingers 
bleed. Dam not your ſouls (and that 
by the ſureſt, neareſt way ) that you 
may hurt their bodzes, Provoke nat 
God to thruſt zou from his preſence; 
and deny your ſuits , by your deal- 
ing ſo with them : ſtop .not your own 
wouthes, when your miſery will be- 
ſpeak your loudcft cries for mercy, 
by your ſtopping the mouthes of the 
ſetvants of the Lord, and refuſing to 
hear their requetis for Juſtice. If 
you have the Serpents enmity 
againſt. the womans ſeed, you muk 
expe the. Serpents doom 5 Tour 
beads. mill be bruiſed, when you have 
bruſed 1bcir beels, Genel. 3. 15. Kick 
not #gaimſt the pricks.,. As g, Let 
not. bryers and torus .ſet ſy in 
attel- 


| 
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battel againſt the Lord, left be go there- 
ore through them, and burn them toge- 
ther, Ia. 27.4. 

I ſpeak not any of "this by way 
of accuſation, or diſhonorable re flefdi- 
on on the Magiſtrate, Bled be God 
that hath given us the comfort of 


your defence. - But knowing what the 


Tempter aimeth at, and where it'is 
that your dangcr lieth, and by what 
means the Rulers of the earth have 
been undone, faithfulneſs command- 
eth me to tcll you of the ſnare, and 
to ſet before you good and evil, as 
ever 1 would efcape the guilt of bes 
traying you by flattexy,” orcrueland 
cowardly hlence, 

And «ſpecially when your Magi- 
ftracy is but annual, or for a ſhort 
fime,it concerneth you to be doing with 
your might, It #4 but this year, or ſhort 
ſpace of tirme , that you have to do 
this ſpecial ſervice in 3, Loſe this and 
loſe-«l. By what men on canth ſhould: 
God be eminently ſerved and. honor- 
ed, if.not by. Magiſtrates ,. whom 
he. 
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he hath eminently advanced , im. 
powred and intrutted ? With confi. 
derate foreſight , ſeriouſly ask your 
ſelves the queſtion, Are you willing 
to hear, at the day of your accounts, 
that you had but one year, or a few, 
to do God ſpecial ſervice in, and that 


you knew thi, and- yet would rot- 
do-it ? Can your hearts bear it then, - 


to hear and think, that you loft, and 


wrifully loft fach an opportunity ?: 


Look ahout you then, and ſee what 
is to be done, Are there not” Ale» 
bouſes to be (uppreſt, and dYunkgrds 
Md riotous perſons to be reſtrained ; 
Preaching-and Piety to be promoted ? 
Do it with your Might : For it mult be 
Now or Never. 

6. To come yet 2 little nearer you, 
and ſp:zak of the work that 15 yet to 
be done in your own ſouls ; Are any 
of you yet 10 the fate of unrenewed 
nature, born only of the fleſh, and not 
of the Spirit, Joh. 3. 3,5, 6. M'nd- 
ing the things of the fleſh, and not 1he 
things of the Spirit f Rom. 8: 4,5, 
719113» 
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7,9, 13- and conſequently yet ia the 


power of Satan, taken captive by hint 


at bis will, AQts-26, 18. 2 Tim. 2. 
26, 27. Up and be doing, if thou love 
thy ſoul. If thou care whether thou 
be in Joy or Miſery for ever, bewal| 
thy fin and ſpiritual diftreſs : Make 
out to- Chriſt, cry mightily to him 
for his renewing and reconciling par- 
donipg grace : Plead his fatisfaQtion, 
his merits, and his promiſes; Away 
with thy rebcllion,- and thy beloved 
ſin; Deliver up thy ſoul entircly to 
Chriſt, to be ſanRihed, governed and 
ſaved by him, Make no more de- 
murrs about it; it. is not a matter 
to be- queſtioned , or trifled in. Let 
the earth "be acquainted with thy 
bended knees, and the aire with thy 
complaints and cries, and men- with 
thy confeſſions and enquiries after the 
way of life ; and beaven with thy 
lorrows, deſires and reſolutions, till 
thy ſoul be acquainted with the Spi- 


| rit of Chrift, (Rom. 8: 9.) and with 


the new, the boly and beavenly nature ; 
: ang - 


( 40-) 
and thy heart have received the 
tranſcript of Gods Lew, the impreſs 
of the Goſpel, and ſo the Image. of 
thy Creator and Redeemer, Ply this 
work with all thy might : For there 
is no Converſion, Ronovation, or Re- 
pentance unto life, in the grave whiither 
thou greſt. It muſt be Now or Never, 
And Never ſaved, if Never fardifi:d, 
Heh. 12. 14- 

7. Haſt thou any Prevailing fin t6 
mortifie, that 'either reigag# in thee; 
or woundeth” thee and ketpeth thy 
foul in darkneſs and unacquainted- 
mels with God? Aſſault it reſolute- 
ly : Rejc it ſpeedily: Abhort the 
motions of it : Turn away from the 
| perſons or things that would entice 
thee, Hate the doors of the Harlot,and 
of the Alehouſe;or the gaming houſe ; 
and go not as the Ox to the ſlaught:e, 
and as a bird to the fewlers ſrare, 
and as a fool to the correftion of the 
ftocks, as if thou kneweſt not that it is 
for thy life; } Prov. 7. 22, 23. Why 
thou betooled ſtupid foul ! wilt my 
e 
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be taſting of the poyſon:d cup ? wilt 
thou be Porting thee with the bait 7 
Hatt thou #0 where to walk.or play 
thee, but at the brink of hell ? Muft 
wot the fleſh be crucified with its af- 
fedjons and lufts ? Gal. 5. 24. Muft it 
not be tamed and mortified, or thy 
ſoul condemned ? Rom. 8. 13, 1 Cos. 
0, 27. Kun not therefore & at uncer 
rainty : fight not as one that beats the 
air,” ver. 26. (ceing this muſt be done, 
or. thou art undone, delay and .dally 
with fin no longer : Let this be the 
day 3 reſolve, and reſiſt it with thy 
might : It muſt be Now or Never: 
when death comes, it is too late. It 
will be then no reward to leave thy 
fin, which thou canſt keep no longer : 
No part of Holineſs or Happinefs, 
that thou. art not drupk, or groud, 
or luſtfull in-the grave or- hell. As 
thou art wiſe therefore, know and 
take thy Time. 

8. Art thou in a declined lapſed 
fate? decayed in grace? Haſt thou 
loſt chy tirſt defires and love? ' do 
thy 


[ 

thy firff works ,” and do- them with 
thy might. Delay not, but remember 
from whence thou art fallen, and 
what thou haſt-loſt by it; and into 
how- ſad a cafe thy folly;and negh- 

ce hath brought thee : ſay, I wil! 
{cre} Ms Way fi-ft butband , for 
then was it better with me than now, 
Hoſ. 2. 7. Cry But with Fob 29. 2, 3, 
4 5+ [ O that I were as in months paſt ! 
a 1 the dayes when God preſerve dat 
when bis candle ſhined upon my head, 
end when bybis light I walked through 
darkneſs. As I'was inthe dayes of my 
youth, when the ſecret of God was on 


my tabernacle, when the Almighty wt: 


yet with me.— ) Retrrn while thou 
biſt day; leſt the night ſurprize thee; 
Loyter and dclay no more; thon 
haſt loſt by it already : thou art far 


behind hand: Beſtjr thee therefore 


with all thy mighr. | 

9. Art thou in the darkeſt of un- 
certainty concerning thy converſion, 
and thy everl{ofting ftzte ? Dolt thou 
not know whether thou bc in a ſtate 
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of<life or death ? and what ſhould 
become of thee, if 1his were the day 
or bour of thy change ? If thou art 
careſull about it, and enquareſt, and 
weft the means that God hath appoint- 
td thee for aſſurance : I have then 
no more to ſay to thee now, bur, 
wait on God, and thou ſhalt not be 
diſappointed or aſhamed ! Thou ſhalt 
have aſſurance in due time, or be ſa- 
ved before thou wouldſt believe thou- 
ſhould be ſaved. Be patient and 
obedient, and. the light of Chriſt-. 
will*ſhine upon thee, and yet thou 
ſhalt ſee the dayes of Peace, But if 
thon art careleſs in- thy. uncert ainty, 
and roindeſt not fo great-a-bufineſs, - 
be awakened and call thy ſoul to its 
account ; ſearch and examine thy 
heart and life: Read, and conſider, 
and- take advice of faithfulLguides. 
Canſt thou careleſly ſleep, and laugh, 
and fort, 2nd follow thy leſſer bufi- 
neſs as jf «thy ſalvation were made 
ſure, when thou knoweſt not where 


thou muſt dwell for ever ? examine 
your 


(44) 
your ſelves whether you be in the faith; 
prove your ſelves, know ye not your own 
ſe:ves, that Chriſt is in. you except you 
are reprobates ? 2 Cor. 13, 5. Give 
all dil;gence ( in time ) to make your 
Caling and eleQion ſure, 2 Pet. 1, 10. 


In the Grave and Hell there is no |. 


making ſure of Heaven :. you are 
then palt enquiries and felf-examina- 
tions, in order fo any. recovery. or 
bpe. Another kind of tryal will fi- 
nally reſolve you. Up therefore and 
diligently ply che work : it muſt be 
New or Never. 

Io, In all the dutirs of thy Proſeſ- 
fron of Piety, Fuftice,. or Charity,. to 
God, thy ſelf, or others, up and be dv- 
ing with thy might. Art thou (cecking 
to enflame thy foul with love to 
God ? plunge thy ſelf in the Occan of 
his love; admire his merciesz gaze 
upon he repreſentations of his tranl- 
cendent goodneſs; O tafte and ſer 
that the Lord is graciovs | Remember 
that he muſt be Loved with all thy 
beart and ſoul and might; canſt thou 


pour 
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pour out - thy love upon a creature, 
and give but a few barren drops to 
God? 

When thou art Fearing him, let his 
Fear command thy foul, and conquer 


all therfear of man. 


When thou art Truſting him, do 


i without diſtruſt, and caſt all thy 


care and thy felf upon him : Truſt 
him as a Creature ſhould truſt his 
God, and the members of Chrift 
ſhould truſt their Head and deazr Re- 
deemer. 

When thou art-making mention 
of his great and dreadfull nawe; O 
do it with Reverence, and awe, and 


vation : And take not the name of 
God/ in vain. 


hen thou art Reading bis Word, 
let the Majeſty of the Author, and 
the Greatneſs of the matter, -and 
the Gravity of the ſtile, poſſels thee 
with an obcdiential fear. Love it, 
and let -it be (ſweeter to thee-than 
the honey-comb, and preciouſer than 
thouſands of Gold and Silver. L.- 
olve 
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ſolve to do -what there thou findefi 
to be the will of God. When thou 
art praying in ſecret, or in thy fami- 

. by, Do it wah thy might : Cry mighti- 
ly to God, as a ſoul under tin, and 
wants, and danger, that is ſtepping 
into-an'endle(s life, ſhould do. Let 
the reverence and the fervour of thy 
prayers ſhew that it's God himſelf that 
thou art ſpeaking to : that it's Hea+ 
ven # ſelf that thou art, praying for 
Hell it ſelf that thou art praying to 
be ſaved from. Wilt thou be dull 
and (enſlels on ſuch en errand to the 
Living God ? Remember what lieth 
upon thy failing or prevailing : and 
that it muſt be New or Never, 

Art thou a Preacher of the Goſpel, 
and takeſt charge of the ſouls of wen ? 
Take beed to thy ſelf and to the wholt 
fick,, over -which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made thee an Overſeer, to feed the 
Church of God, which be bath pats 
chaſed with bis own blood, Let not 
the blood of ſouls, and the blood that 


- purchaſed them, be required at thy 
hands, 


| 


0 


" teanftant in ſeaſon ang ont of ſeaſon, re- 
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hands, Ads 20.28. Ezek, 3. 19, 20. 
Thou art charged before God, and the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 


ick andthe dead at his appearing and 
[Kingdom phat thou preach the a 


, rebuke, arid exbort,with all long- 
ſfering and dofirine, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. 
Teach every man, and exhort every man, 
Col. 1. 28. even night and day with 
tar, As 20. 31. Save men with 
ſear, pulling them out of the fire, Jud. 
Cry atoud ©. Lift up thy voice like & trum 
pet : tell them of their trauſgreſsions, 
Iſa. 58. 1. .Tet thou art alive, and 
they alive : yet. thou haſt a tongue, 
and they have cars ; The final fen- 
tence hath not yct cut off their hopes, 
Preath therefore, and Preach with ll 


* thy Mizht. Exhort them privately 


and perſonally with all the ſerionſneſs 
thou canſt. ©vick/y, or it will be tos 
late. Prudemtly, or Satan will over- 
reach thee : Fervently, or thy words 


| are like to be diſregarded. Remem- 
.ber when thou look«ſt them in the 


faces, 
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faces, when thou bcholdeft the Aſſem« 
blies, that They muſt be Converted or 
Condemned ;, ſanfificd on Earth, or 
rormented in Hell, and that thi is the 
Day : It muſt be New or. Never. 

In a word, Apply this qgxickei 
precept to all the ; uh of thy Chee 
(tian courſe. Be Keligiow, and Fuft, 
and Charitable in good ſadneſs, it you 
would. be taken for ſuch when you 
look for the reward. Work, out your 
ſalvation with fear and «trembling , 
Phil. 2. 12. Strive to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate; for many ſhall ſeek to en- 
rer and ſhall not be able, Mat. 79. 13. 
Luke 12. 24. Many run, but few re- 
ceive the prize : ſo Tun that you may 
obtain, 1 Corinth, 9.24. If the Riphte- 
ou ſcarcely be ſaved, -where ſhall the 
ungodly and the ſinner appear ? 1'Pet. 
4- 18. Let the doting world deride 
your diligence, and ſet themſelves to 
hinder and aMli& you: It will be but 
a little while bcfore experience change 
their minds, and make them (ing 
another ſong. Follow Chrilt fully : 
Ply 
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Tem. |/Fly;your work, and, loſe na-time," The 
Oy Tudge-is coming, . Let nat words nor 
\ or [any thing that man can $__ 
5 the \ «op to ſit downg-or 

| $60 joirney of ſuch importane. 

g, thoug h fleſh, and friends,- 
ts world > ' be. dilpleaſed. 
a come of your Reputation, 
es, or Liberties, or Laves,be 


you or. 

you | ire you-look to-Life Eternal and 
your | aftinot that on any hazard, for -a 
"eg, | withering flower,or a pleaſant decaw, 


the | or a picture of commodity, or any 
en- | vanity that the-D-ceiver can preſcar. 
13. | For--what ſhall it profit you. to- win the 
re- | world and loſe your gy: Mat. 16. 26. 
my | Opto have been honoured and'ob:y- 
te: | don Earth, when you ere. under 
| the wrath of 'Godin' Hel: > Or that 
your fleſh was once'-provided with 
ide [| vatjety of delights, when it's turned 
ko to rottenneſs, and mult be raiſed to 
ut | #torments? Hold-on therefore in 
ge V Faith, and Holineſs, and "Hope, 
ng | though Earth and Hell-ſhould- rege 
agunlt. you ; __ all the World 
by 


= 
Oe 
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by force or flattery , ſhoald do the 
worlt they can to hinder you, Thig 
is your trial: your warfare, is the 
Reſiſting of deceit , and of all that 
would $#empt you to ' Conſent to the 
mneans of your own dc(truction * Cops 
ſent wor, and you conquer -: Conquer, 
and you are Crowned. The combat 
1s all about your Wil's ; Tield, and you 
have l:ſt the day. If the prating of 
ungodly fools, or the contemptuous 
jears of hardened ſimners, or the 
frowns of unſantified Supcriors, 
could prevail againſt the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and the workings of an en- 
lightened mind,thenwhat man would 
be faved? You deſerve damnation, 
| if you will run into it to avoid a mock, 
or the lols of any thing that man can 
take from you. You are unre:t for 
heaven, if you can part with it to 
fave your purſes. Fear not them 
that can kill the body, 
that' bave no more that they can ul: 
but fear him that can dejiroy both ſoul 
and body m Hell, Mat. 10. 23. Luke 
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and a'ter | 
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12-4, 5- Obey God, though all the 
zorld forbid you. No power can 


we you from his Juſtice * And, none 
ifthem can deprive yon of hys Re- 
ward. Though you loſe your Heads, 
jou hall ſave your Crowns : You no 
my fave your lives fo certainly , as 
yy ſuch 'lokng -chem , Mar, 10. 39. 
(ue thing is neceſſary ; Do (that with 
ſeed, and care, and diligence, which 
Kit be done, or you arc lolt for evcr. 
They that arc 10w againſt your much 
ad earneſt przying,will ſhortly cry as, 
bud themſelves in vain ; When .t 15 
ro late, how fervently will they beg 
br mercy, that now deride you for 
nuirg, and ſeeking it in time" But 
ben they ſhall call up» God, but he w.4l 


wt anſwer : they ſhall ſeek, him early, 
| tut ſhall not 


find bim : For that they 
buted knowledge, and did not chcoſe the 
ſear of the Lord : They would none of 


bis counſel, but deſpiſed all bis reproof. | 

Prov. 1. 24 tothe end, 
Up therefore and work with all 
thy might, Lec unbelievers trifle, that 
D 2 Know 


(52) 
know not that the righteous Gol 


(tands over them, and know not that [y0: 


they are now to "work for gverlalt- 


. Ing, arid know that Heaven or Hell 
is at the end. . Let them delay, and; 


laugh, and play , and dream away 
their Time, thatare drunk with 

ſperity, and mad with ficſhly luds 
and pleaſures, and have loſt their Rez- 


ſon 1n the cares, and dclafions, and} 


vain-glory of the world. But hall 
it be (o with#bee whole eyes are 0+ 


rened, who ſeeſt the God, the Hez- 
ven, the Hell, which th:y do but bear} 
Wilt thouſ- 


of as unlikely things ? 
trove awake, as they that are aſleep? 


Wilt thou do in- the day-light, vs 


they do in the dark? ſhall” Freemen 
live as Sarans 
ing lie as ſtill and uſclefs as the dead? 
Work then while it is day 3 for the 
night is comirg, when none can work, 
Fobn 9. 4. 

It 1s not the works of the Molats 
cal Law , nor works' thit are con- 


Wd tor their Proper Valuc tO delerve 
| an) 


ſizes ? ſhall the 1 


4 


"IX 3 hb $23-$- 


s- ww i442 4S7TS 


(53) 
any thing at the hands of God, that 
4am all this while pexſwading you 
40; Bur it is the works preſcribed 
goa by Chriſt in the Goſpel accord- 


Ir Hell imgto which you ſhall be ſhortly judg- 


ied to joy or miſery, by Chriſt himſelf, 
| \chat- will calt you to account. Thefe 
mig be'done with\all your Might. 

» Ohze8. But (you'l ſay perhaps, alar, 


. what Might have we ? We have no ſif- 


ficiency of our ſelves, without Chriſk 
int Corn do nothing | Andthis we fiud 
\when it comes tothe tral. 

+ Anſw. 1. It is not a Might that'is”" 


ar] Originally thine own, ehatl am calling 


"thee to exerciſe ; but that'which thou 


| uſt-alreedy received from God, and 


that. which be i ready to beftow:- Uſe 


well but all the Might thow haſt , 
and thou ſhalt nawy labour is not 
vain, Even the ſtrength, of Natwre, 
and © of common Grace, are talents 
Which thou muſt improve. 

..2. Art thou willing. to uſe the 
Miybt thou haſt, and to bave more, 
and «ſe it if thou bad{t it 2 It thou «rr, 
D -3 © thou 
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thou haſt then the ſtrength of Chrig: 


Thou (tandeſt not,, avd workelt ng ' 


by thy. own ſtrength : his promiſes 
engaged to thee, and his ftrenghijs 
fifbcient for thee. But 1f thou art 
not williyg, thou art without excuſe; 
when thou had, heaven and hell 
ſet open in the. Word of Gad to 
make thee willing, God will d+ 
(tinguiſh thy wilfelneſs trom, unwy- 
ling weakneſs. 

3- There is more Power 1n all of 
you then you uſe, or then you are well 
aware of, It wanteth but awakrning 
to bring it into aQ. Do you not hand 
in your Repentings, that the change 
is more in your Will than in your 
Power 7 and in the awaking of your 
Will and Reaſon into a@, than in 
the addition of meer abilities ? and 
that therefore you betool your (elves 
for your fins and your negleQs, 
and wonder that you had no mgre 
uſe of your underſtanding: ? Let 


but a fiorm at Sca, or violent fick- 
nels, ox approaching death, rowle 


up 


| gp and waken the powers which 
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you have, and you will finde there 


[was much more aſleep in you than 


0a: uſed, 


and | 
ves | 


| ſhall cherefore next endeavour to 
awaken your abilitics, or tell you how: 
yan ſhould awaken then. 

When your ſouls are drowſic, and 


*| you are forgetting your God, and 
*| your latter end, and the matters of 


Erernity have little force and favour 
with you; when you grow lazic 
and ſuperficial, and Religion ſecms 
a lifeleſs thing; and you do your 
duty as if it were in vain, or againit 
your willsz. when you can loſe your 
time, and delay repentance, and 
friends ,. and profit, and reputation, 
and pleaſure can be heard againſt 
the Word of IF, and take you 
off when you do*all by the halves, 


4nd languiſh in your Chriſtian 
courſe, as near to death; Stir up 


your - ſouls with the urgency of ſuch 
9" ſtizms as theſe. 


D 4 ki 
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Qu. 1. Can I do no more than this 
for God ? Who gave me all ? Who. 
deſerveth all ? 'Who ſeeth me in my: 
duties and my fins ? When he puts 
me i purpoſely on the triall , what I 
can-do for his fake and fervice, Can 
I do: no more ? Can I love him no 
more ? and obey, and watch, and- 
work.no more ? 

 Qu;2. CanT do'no wore then thi 
for Criſt 7- For him'that did ſo'/much 
for rms ? that lived fo exaQly ; obeys 
ed ſo perfeRly ; walked - fo inoffen+ 
fively and meckly z, deſpiſing all the 
baits, and boxours, and riches of the 
world ? that loved-me to the death; 
and offereth me freely all his bene- 
fits, and would bring me to eternal 
Glory ? Are theſe (carcle(s, cold and 
dull endeavours my beſt return for all 
this Mercy ? . 

Qu. 3+ Can l do no more, when my 
ſalvation # the prize ? when Heaven 
or Hell depend much on it? when 
I krew this bcfore-hand, and may 
fee in the glaſs of the holy Scriptures 
what 
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”| whit is prepared for ' the Diligen 


ad the Negligent, and} what work 
there is and will be for ever in Hea- 
wer and Hell- on theſe -accounts ? 


'| Could F-not do more, if-my houſe 


te on' fire, or 1vy eftate, or life, or 
fiend -in danger,” than 1 dv for my. 
filyation ? © 
' Qu. 4. Can I do 'no- more for the 
ſol of min ? When they are undone- 
or ever. if they be not® ſpeedily de- 
freged ? Is this 'my Eove and com 
fon to my neighbour, my ſervant;-' 
iend of childe ?  * 

.Qu,'5. Cam I ds no more for the 
Chilrch of God ? forthe publick god > * 
for the peace and welfare of the Na- 
tonand dur poſterity ? it fuppreſling : 
fin? in praying for deliverance? -or' 


"= 
| 'Qn. 6. Canl do no "more; that have 
lyttred ſo tong ? and po nd faſter, that 
haveſlept till the evening of my days, ' 
when: Diligeace muſt be the diſcovery 
of my Repentance ? -* 

D's - 


) _ works of publick- be- 
y 


uy, 7, 
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Qu. 7. Can I do no more, that know 
wot now but Fam doing my laſt ? That 
ſee how. faſt my. Time makes hafte, 
and know I muti bc, quickly gone? 
that know it mult be Now or Ne. 
ver : and that this is all the timel 


ſhall have, on which an cndleG:li& | 


dependeth ? 

Queſt. 3. Can I do no better, whe 
I know before band , what differen 

es Diligence and Negligence wil 
phe to 7 qt 1 foul = the re- 
view ? What*« comfort it ' will be 
at death and judgement, to be able 
to (ay, I did my btfi, or loytered 
not away the time I had ? And what 
a vexatious and hecart-diſquieting 
thing it will then be to look -back 
on Time as irrecoverably loft, and 
en 2 life of tryal,- as caſt away upon 
umpertinencies, while the work that 
we lived for lay undone? ſhall 


now by. trifling prepare ſuch griping 


.and tormenting thoughts, tor my 


awakened conſcience ? 
Seeft. 9. Con I do wo more, whe 
PL 
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] am ſure I cannot do too much, and 
am ſure there i nothing elſe to be pre 
erred ? -and that it's this I live for : 


2] and that life is for aQtion 3 and diſpo- 
ſeth thereunto 3 (and holy life for holy 


ation ) and that jt's better not live, 


' than not attain the ends of living 


whcn I have fo many and unwearicd 
enemies'; when ſloth is my danger, 
and the advantage of my enemy 5 
when I know that Rtfolution and' 
Vigorous diligence , is ſo neceſſary. 


that all is loſt without it; will temp- 


tations be reliſted, and (elf denycd, 
and concupiſtence mortified , and' 
fleſh'y defires tamed and' ſubdued, 
and fin calt out, and a holy commu- 
nion with heaven maintained with 
idleneſs and floth ?  will' families be 
w-ll ordcred,. and Church, or City, 
or. Countrey well governed ?* will 
the carcleſs finners that I am bound 
to help, be converted , -and. ſaved, 
with fitting till, and with (ome 
ticartleſs cold endeavours ?? 


_ 


( 69) 


it. 10. Can 1 do wo wore" that | 


have ſo much help ? that have mer. 
cies of all ſorts er.cour2ging me, and 
creatures attending me 3 that haye 
health to enable me, or affliction to 
remember. and excite me 3 that haye 
ſuch a maſter, (ſuch a work, ſuch a 
reward, as better cannot be deſired; 
who is leſs excuſable-. for negleR 


than I? * 


Queſt. 11, Could T do no more, if 


I were ſure, that my ſalvation lay on 
this one duty ? that _— to this 


prayer, it ſhould go with me for ever; - 


or-if-the ſoul of my child, or ſervant, 


or -neighbour muſt ſpeed for ever, as: 
my endeavours [peed with them now-: 


for-their converlion ? fox ought I 
know-it may be thus. 4 

Queſt. 12. Would IT have God to 
come with the fur and red? How 


do-I complain when aMiction is upon . 


me? And will I neither endure it, 
nor be quickened without it? Is it 
not better.. mend my pace and work, 


en; eqaa43ermes ? - 


I would - 


- 
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T would not have diſtreſſed fouls 
to-uſe theſe conliderations mceerly to 
diſquiet themſelves for their infirm. 
ties, and ſo live tn beavineff and ſe!f- 
myexation, becauſe they cannot be as 
good as they defire, or do as much 
and as well as they (hould do : It 1s 


| aot deſpair that will mend the mat- 


ter, but make it worſe : But I would 
wiſh the lazy floathful ſoul, to plead 
theſe Queſtions with it (elf, and try 
whethcr they have no quickening 
power, if cloſely urged, and (ſeriouſly 


z - | confidered. 


B:lieve it Sirs, it is the deceirfyl- 
neſt of proſperity that Keeps up the re- 
putation of a ſloathful life, and makes 
holy diligence (eern unneceſſary, When 
efMtition comes, awakened reaſon is 
aſhatned of this, and ſeeth it as an odi- 


.0u5 thing. 


—_— 


Y this time you may fee, what 
difkcrence there is, between the 
judgement of God, and of the world; 
"7 and--. 


* 
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and what to think of the underſtand- 
ings of thoſe men (be they high or 
low, learned or unlearned) that hate 
or oppoſe this boly diligence. God bids 


us love, and ſeek, and ſcrve him, with | 


all our beart', and ſoul, and might : 
And theſe men call them Zealots, and 
Preſicians, and Puritans, that endee- 
_v74r it; theugh, alas, they. fall ex- 
ceeding, ſhort, when they have done 
their beſt. Ic is one of the moſt won- 
derful monttrotities and deformitics 
that ever befel the nature of "man, 
that mex , that learned men, that 
men that in other things are wiſe, 
ſhould ſeriorſly think.thar the utmoſt 
diligence to obey the Lord: and ſave 
our fouls, is weedleſſ; and that ever 
they ſhould take it for a crime, and 
make. it a matter of —_ : That 
the ſeriow, diligent obeying of Gods 
Laws, (hould be the matter of-the 
common diſdain and hatred of the 
world , that no men. are more. ge- 
erally abborred, and toſt up. and 
down by impatient men ;, that great 


and 


— 
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and ſmall, the Rulers and: the vul- 
gar rabble, in woft places of the carth 
cannot endure them ; To think how 
the firſt man that ever was born in- 
to the world, did bate bis 6wn bro- 


' ther till he had procceded to mur- 


ther him, becauſe he ſerved God bet- 
ter than himſelf, [ Bed ate bis 6wa 
works were evil, and hu brothers righ» 
teows, | 1 John 3. 12. And how con- 
tent ily this horrid unnatural madneſs, 
hath ſucceeded and raged in the wor!d 
from Cain until this day ! It is not in 
vain that the Holy Gholt addeth, in 
the next words, 1 Jobn 3. 13.| Mar- 
vel mot my brethren, if the world bate 
you] implying that we are apt to 
marvel at it; as I confe(s I have oft 
and greatly done. Methinks, it is ſo 
wonderful a plague and ftein in Na- 
ture, that it doth very much to con- 
firm me of the.truth of Scriptuxe ;, of 
the DoQtrine of mans fall, and origi- 
nal ſin, and the nec«flity of a Recon» 
aler,, and of rencwing grace. 


Diltraced, 
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Diltrated, miſerable ſouls ! Tsi4- 


not enough for you to refuſe your 
own ſalvation; but you muſt be angry 
with all that will not imitate you! 
TIs-it not mad enough, and bad 
enough to chooſe damnation, but you 


mult be offended with all that are 


not of your mind /-- If you will not 
believe God, that without Regene. 
ration , Converſion, holineſs, and xz 
heavenly \, Spiritual life, there is 
no Salvation to be hoped for (?aby 
3. 3, 5, 6. Matth. 18. 3, Hebr. 12.14; 
Kom. $.9,13. 2 Cor. 5. 17.) muſt we 
all be unbelievers with you ? If you will 


Iangh/at hell till you are in it, muſt we 


doſotoo? If God and glory ſeem lefs 
worth to you, then your fleſhly plec- 
ſure for atime,, mult we renounce our 
Chriftianity, and our Reaſon for fear 
of differing from you ? If you dare 
differ from your Maker, and the Re- 
deemier, and the Holy Ghoft, and all the 
Prophers, Apoſtles and Evangelifts, and 
all that ever came to Heaven, might 


| 


not we bzbold to differ from you a 


— 


, tell you what you are doing 
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| If you will necds be ungodly, and 


chooſe your everlaſting wo, be pati- 
ent with them that have more un- 
derſtanding, and dare not be fo hardy, 
25" to leap after you mto the un- 
quenchable fire: © Mock not at holi- 


neſs if you have no mind of it. Hwr- 


der not them that ſtrive to enter in 
a the trait gate, if you refuſe your 
ſelves, Be not (© defirous of com- 
pany in hell: It will prove no 
comfort to you, or abatement of your 


But becauſe you have the faces fo 
contradict the God of truth, and 
to- reproach that- work which 'he 
commandeth, and to ſay, What needs 
ſo much ado? when he bids us do 
it with all our might; I will brietly 
, and 


ſhew you the ug]y face of the ſcorner, 
and the filthy hearts of the enemies of 
holineſs, that if it may be, you may 
loath your ſelves. 


1. Theſe 
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1. Theſe enmitics of Holy diligener, 
deny God with their works and lives, 
aud are pradical Atheiſts ; and it ſeems , 
are ſo near of kin to | that wicked 
one, | (ſee 1 Jobn 3.12) that they 
would have all others to do ({o too. And 
t! en how ſoon would earth be turned 
into bel! The caſcis plain : If God 
deſerve not to be loved and (crved 
with all thy hea:t, and (ſoul, and 
might, he 1s wot God, And if thy 
wealth, or honor, or flcſh, vr friend 
deſcrveth more of thy love, and care, 
and diligence than God, then that is 
thy God that delerveth beſt. Sec now 
what theſe deriders of purity. and obe- 
dience do think of God, and of the 
world. 

2. Theſe Cainites do blaſpheme the 


Governor of the world: When be 
hath given Laws to the Creatures 
that he made of nothing, theſe wret- 
ches deride and hate men for obey- 
ing them. 1 God have not command- 
ed that which you oppoſe, contridid 
it, and ſpare not: I would you 
were 
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were much moreagainſt that pretend- 

ed Religion which be commandeth nc. 

But if be bave commanded it, and yet 

you Care revile them as too Pure and 

Preciſe that would ob.y it, what- $0 
you but charge theKing of Saints with 
making Laws that are not to be ob. y- 
ed? which muſt needs imply that 
they are Fooliſh, or Bad, though made 
by the moſt Wiſe and Good. 

3. Theſe Enemies of Holineſs oppoſe 
the pradtice of the very firſt principles 
of af Religion, For Heb. 11.6. | He 
that cometh to God, muſt believe that 
God #4, and that he 4 the Rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek bim. | And 
t's diligent ſeeking bim that they hate 
and (ct thernſelves againſt. 

4- Do not they judge Heaven to le 
leſs worth than Earth, when they 
will do leſs for it , and would have 
others to do{0 too ? 

5. They would. bave ws all uncbriften 
and unman our ſelves, asif there were 
wo life to come; as if our Reaſou 
and all our Faculties were given us } 
in 


(68) 
ix vain, For if they arc not giveny 
for greater matters than all the honay 


and pleaſures of the: world, they awe] 'art 
in vaix, or worſe; and the lite of} 


man 1s but a dream and miſery. Were 
not a beaſt lefs-miſerable, if this were 
all ? 


6.” How baſe a price do theſe Cainith 


ſet -on the immortal ſoul of man, that | - 


think it not worth ſo much ado, as the 
Careful obedience of the Liws of 
Chriſt? Nor worth fo much as they: 
dothemſfclv:s for their tilthy fins and 
periſhing fleſh? But would have'us 
"ſo mad as to fell heaven and our 
ſouls for a little fintul loath and eaſe, 

7; Theſe: Enemies of bilineſs would 
bave men take: their Mercies for their 
Hurt, and their greateſt bleſſings for 
@ burthex or a plague, and to run in- 


to bell to be delivered from them. Why 


man, doſt thon- know what Holi 
neſs # ? and what it is to have &- 
cels to God ? I tell thee it is the fore- 


tafte of beaven 04 earth; It is the high- 
clt 'Glory, and ſweeteſt delight, and 


chickeli 


Laws. 
-to deſpiſe a Fudge, he implicth that 
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chiefeſt commodity to the ſoul. And 


'art thou afraid of having too much of 
this ? What;thou that haſte none (which 


ſhould make thee tremble ) art thou 
afraid of having t90 much ? -Thou 
that never feareſt too much money, nor 
too wxch benor , nor too much health , 


-art thou afraid of too much ſpiritual 


bealth and holineſs? What ſhall be 
thy deſire, if thou loath and fly from 
thy felicity ? "biota 

$. You that are loyal ſubjes, take 
heed of theſe ungodly. {corners :- For 
by conſequence they. mould tempt you 
to defiſe your King, and make a mock, 
at the obeying of bis Commands and 
For it a man perfſwade you 


you may deſpile a Conſtable, No 


\King is ſo great in compariſon of God, 


as a fly or worm 15 to that K'xg, | He 
therefore that would relax the Laws 


. of God, and make it ſcem a needleſs 


thing to obey him diligently and exatt- 
ly, implicth that obzdience to any of 


the ſons of men is much more needleſs. 


Aud 


| 
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And you that are children or ſer- 


vants, take heed of the Dodrine of. 


theſe men : Maſters, admit it not in+ 
to your familier. It he be worthy to 


be (corned as a Puritan or. Preciſian, © 


that is carcful to plzaſe and obey the 
Lord, what-(corn do your children and 
ſervants deſerve, it they will be obcdi- 
ent and pleaſing to ſuch as yore? 

9. All you that are poor Tradeſ- 
men, take heed of the conſequences of 
the Cainites ſcorns, lelt it make you 
give over the labours of your cal- 
ling, and turn your ſ:lves and families 
into beggery. For if Heaven be not 
worth your greateſt /2boyr, your bodies 
are not worth the /e.,F, 

10. Theſe Cannites ſp:ak, againſt the 
awakened Conſciences, an4 the confeſ- 
ſi.ns of all the world. Whatſocver 
they may (ay in the dream of their 
blind pieſump.ion and ſecurity , at 
lJait, when Death hath opened thei 
eyes., they all cry, O that we had 
been Saints / O that we might die the 
death of the r;gihtcous, and that us 
la 
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Jſt.end might be as his! O that we 
had ſpent that Time, and Care, and 
Labour for our ſouls, which we ſpent 
on that which now is gall to our re- 


4 membrance / And yet theſe men will 


take no warning, but now oppoſe and 
deride that courſe that all the world 
do wiſh at laſt they had been as zeca- 
lous for as any, 

' 11, The enemy bimſelf bath a conſci- 
ence within bim, that either (grudgeth 
zpainſt his malicious impiety, and wit» 
refſeth that he abuſeth them that are 
far better than himſelf; or at leaſt 
will ſhortly call him to a reckoning 
and tell him better what he did, and 
make him change his face and tune,and 
wiſh himſelf in the caſe of thoſe that 
did oppole. 

12. To conclude, 'the Cainite is 
of that wicked one, 1 John 3. 12. of 
bis father the Devil, John 8.4 2,44. and 
iShis walking, ſpeaking inſtrument on 
Earth, ſaying what he himſ(clf would 
ſay ; He is the open enemy of God, For 
who arc bis exemzes, but the enemies of 

: Hzlineſs, 


hy %-* 3 W_ 
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Holineſs, of bis Laws, of our Obegi; 
ence, of his Image, and of his Saints4 
And how will Chriſt deal atlaft with 
- bis Enemies ? Luke 19. 27. © that 
they knew, that forcſceing, they might 
eſcape This is the true, the 

. picture of a Cainite , or Enemy k 
boly life, that reproacheth ſeriow dili- 
. Kence aS a preciſe and needleſs thing, 
when God commandeth us, and 
Dzath, and the Grave, and Eternity 
admoniſh'us to do his work with all 
our Might, Now conſider this ye 
that forget God, leſt he tear you in 
preces, nd there he none to deliver you, 
Plal. 50. 22. 


_—_— 


Ut of all the oppolers of ſerias 
Holineſs in the world, there are 


none'more unexculable and deploras 
bly miſerable, than thoſe that profels 
themſclves Miniſters of . Chrit. Would 
one believe that had not known them, | 
that there are ſuch men in the world? 


Alas, there are 1959 many. Though 
Edu- 


; II * 
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ation, and the Laws of the Land en- 
age them to preach true Dodrine, 
et are they falſe Teachers in the Ap- 
cation, For they never well learn- 
ed the holy and heavenly doctrine 
which -they preach, nor digeſted it, 
or received the power and impreſs 
of it upon their hearts; and there- 
fore retaining their natural corrupti- 
ons, impiety and enmity to the 
Lk, and Power, and PraGtice of 
that Do@rine, they indirefly deſtroy 
what dircaly they would ſeem to 
build 3 and preach both for God, and 
qeinſt him ;, for Chrift and the Holy 
Sirit, an4 ageinft them ; for godlineſs, 
and againſt rt, both m the ime Ser- 
mon. In general, they muſt nceds 
ſpeak for the word of God, and a ho- 
ly life ; But when they cone to the 
particulars, they (ecretly reproach it, 
and condemn the parts, while they 
commend the whole. In &xeral they 


| ſpeak well of religious, godly, holy 


people;but when they meet with them, 


they hate ther,and make them Preciſi- 
E ans, 
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ans, a Sect that is every where ſpoke 
ag ainſt, peſtilent fellows, and mover, 
of ſedition, as the Apoſiles were ac- 
Culed, Atts 24.5. & 28. 22. and ay 
thing that malice can invent to make 
them odious ; And what they can. 
wot prove , they will cloſely intimate, 
in the falſe application of their Do- 
Crines, deſcribing th:m ſo as my 
induce the hearcrs to belicve that 
they are a company of (clf-conceited 
Hypocrites, faQtious, proud , difo- 
bedient , turbulent , pzcviſh , atk;R- 
ivg fingularity , deliring to ingrols 
the reputation of Godlinels to them- 
ſelves, but ſecretly as bad as oth.rs 
And when they have thus repreſented 
them to the ignorant ſort of people, 
they have made the way of Godli- 
nels odious, and ſufhciently furniſh 
ed miſerable fouls with prejadice and 
diſlike, fo that becauſe the perſons 
are thus made hateful to them, all (e- 
Tious diligence for Heaven, all tender- 
neſs of Conlcience, and fear of tinning, 
all heavenly diſcourſe , and fcriow 
preaching, 
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preaching, reading, or praying , are 
overs| alſo made 'odious for their 1ikes : 
e ac-| For hearing (o 11 of the perſons, and 
 any| ſeeing that theſe are the things where= 
make| in they diff-r from others, they reduce 
\ j their judgement of cheir .pradices to 
their forc{ctled judgement of the per- 
Do-| ſus, When their diligence in their fami- 
may] lies, in prayer and inftruCtions, in 
th} reading, and fruitful improvement of 
eitedl the Lords day, or any other afti= 
difo-| ons of aricneks and holy induſtry are 
{.&-] mentioned, theſe ungodly Minifters 
:rols} are ready to blot them with ſome 
em-| open calumnies, or ſecret reproaches, 
1.1s. | or words of (uſpicion, to vindicate 
nted} their own unholy lives, and make 
ple, | people believe that ſerious piety 1s 
| fa&ion and hypocrifie. The black 
iſh} tincture of their minds, and the 
and deſign and drift of their preach- 
ſos | ing may be perccived in the jeers, 
| fe-] girds, and ſlanderous' intimations 
let-| againſt che moſt diligent ſervants 
ng, of the Lord. The controverted 
ou Truths that ſuch maintain, they 
GT preſent 


oy 
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preſent as errors : Their nnaroidadl; 
errors they repreſent as herefic : Their 
duties they repreſent as faults; and 
their kumane frailties Tas enormous 
crimes ; They fcign them to be gull. 
ty of the things that never entered 
into their thoughts : And if ſome that 
have profeſſed Godlineſs , be guilty 
of greater crimes, they would make 
men b:lieve that the reſt are ſuch, 
and that the family of Chrilt is to 
be judged of by a Judas, and the 
{cope is co intimate that either their 
Profeſſion is culpable, or needleſs, 
and leſs commendable. Regeneration 
they would make to be but the en- 
trance into the Church By Baptlm, 
and any further Converlion, than 
the leaving off ſome grols fins, and 
taking up ſome heart|.{s forms 
duty, to be but a fancy or unn« 
ceflary thing : And they would draw 
my people to believe, that if they 

born again Sacramentally of wa- 
ter, they may be faved, though they 


be nat born again by the renewing f 
the 


—_— 
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the Holy Spirit, Being firangers 
themſelves to the mylicrie of Re- 
generation, and to the life of Faith, 
and a heavenly Converſation, and 


to the loving and ſerving God with 


all cheir Soul ahd Might: They 
fiſt endeavour to quiet themſelves 
with a bclicf that theſe arc but fan- 
cies or unneceflary; and then to 
deceive the people with that by 
which they have firſt deceived them- 
ſelves. 

And it is worthy your obſervati- 
on, what # it in Religion that theſe 
Formal Hypocrites ave againſt, There 
are ſcarce any words fo found os 
holy, but they can bear them, if 
they be but deprived of their Life : 
Nor ſcarce any duty , if it be but 
mort fi-d, but they can endure. But 
It is the Spirit and Life of all Re- 
lgion which they cannot bear. As 
a Body differeth from a Carkaſs, not 
by the parts, but by the Liſe; fo there 
5 a certain life in preaching,and pray- 
g, and all other acts of worſhip, which 

E. 3 'D 


(78) 
15 perceived by ſeveral ſorts of hearers, 
The Godly perceive it to their edif. 
cation and delight : For bere It 15 that 
they are quickened and encouraped. 
Life bcgtteth life , as fire kindleth 
fire. The ungodly often perceive it 
to thuir vexation, 1f not to their con. 
viction and converſion : This Life 
in preaching, praying, diſcipline , 
reproof, and conference, 1s it which 
biteth, and galleth, and diſquietah 
their conſciences. And thi they kick 
and rail againſt: This is the thing 
that will not let them ſleep quietly 
in their ſin and miſery ; but iscalling 
and jogging them to awake, and 
will not Ict them fin in peace, but 
will ether convert thcm or torment 
them before the Time. It is the 
Life of Religion that the Hypociite 
wants, and the Life that he 1s moſt 
againſt. A painted fire burneth not. 
A dead Lion biteth nor. The Catheſi 
of an Enemy 15 not formidable. Let the 
words of that Sermon that moſt offend- 
eth thew, be ſeparated from the _ 
an 


— 
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and put into a Fhmily, and ſaid or 
read in a formal, drowfie, or a School- 
boys tone , and they can bear it and 
commend it, Let the ſame words of 
prayer which now they like not, be 


| ſud over as a life-lefs cuſtomary form1,and 


chey can like it well. 1 ſp:ak not 
againſt the vſe cf forms, but the abuſe 
of them: Not againlt the Body, bur 
the Carkaſs. Let forms themſelves be 
uſed by a ſpiritual ſrrious man, in a 
firitual ſeri 15 manner, with the in- 
terpoſition of any quickening exhor- 
tations, or occalional paſſages, that 
tend to keep them waken and atten- 
tive, and make them feel what you 
mean and are about, and you ſhall ſee 
they love not ſuch animated forms, It 
s the Living Chriſtian , and Lively 
warſhip, and ſerious ſpiritual Religion, 
which they hate: killit and they can 
bear 1t. Let the fpicjure of my enemy 
b: nearer and comelicr than his per- 
fon was,and 1 can cndure it in my bed- 
chambzr, b»tter than himſelf in the 
mearze;t dr (5, It 15 the living Chrittians 

I 4 that 
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that in all parts of the world ax; 
chiefly perſecuted. Let them be onc; 
dead and dead-hearted bypocrites them. 
ſclves will honor them, eſpecially xt 
a ſufficient diltance : They will de. 
ſtroy the. living Saints, and keey 


Holy days for the dead ones. Way * p 


you Scribes and Phatiſees bypocrites, 
becauſe ye build the Tombs of the Pre. 
phets, and garniſh the Sepulchres 
the Rightecw, and ſay, if we buf 
been in the days of owr Fathers, we 
would not have bee partakers with 
theme in the lood of the Propbers: 
Wherefore ye be witn:(ſ.s unto your 
ſclves, that ye are the children of them 
which killed the Prophets : Fill ye up 
the meaſure of your Fathers : ye ſer- 


pents, ye generation of vipers, how canye 
eſcape the damnation of hell ! Matth, 
23. 29, 3O, Zi, 32, 33- The Dog 
that will not meddle with the dead- 
creature, will purſue the living ; and 
when he ſees it ſtir no more , will leave 
it.Chriſtianity without ſ-ri2uſn! ſs 15 not 
Chriſtizn'ty, and therefore rot able to 
{18 
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the hatred of its enemies as ſuch. Say 
any thing and do any thing how 
fri focver, if you will but aR it 
as a Playcr on the ſtage, or do it 
coldly, ſlightly, and as if you were 
hue in jeſt, you may have their ap- 
probation. But ut is this life, and ſer;- 
ouſneſs, and worthipping God 1n 
Spirit and truth, that convinceth them 
that they themſelves are lifeleſs, and 
therefore troubleth their decent. ] 
peace,and therefore multnot have their 
friendſhip. If it were the meer bulk 
> duty that they are weary cf, how 
comes 1t to pals that a Papift at his 
Plalter, Beads, and Maſs-books, can 
ſpend more hours without much 
wearine!s or oppolition, than we can 
do in ſcrious worſhp? Turn all 


| but into wirds ard beads, and canom- 


cal bours and days, and ſhews, and 
ceremony, and you may be xs religi- 
ous as you will, and be Rightecns over- 
mucb,and few will hate,or reproach,or 
perſecute you aw 01g them, as too pre- 
ciſe or (tri, But wing Chriſtians and 

E $ worſhip, 
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worſhip, COME among, them like hre, 
that burncth them, and makes them 
(mart, with a word that #*quick and 
powerful, ſharper than any 1w9 edged 
ſword, piercing evento the dividing of 


ſoul and ſpirit, jcynts and marrow, and \ 


4 diſcerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart, Heb.q. 12. 

And the enmity ot the Cainites may 
teach the Chriſtian, what: he ſhould 
be, and wherein his excelency lieth, 
Ic 15 life and ſeriuſneſs that your ene- 
mies hate: and therefore it 1s life 
and ſerwouſneſs that you mciſt above 
all maintain 3 though dead-hearted hy- 
pocrites never {ſo much oppoſe and 
contradict you, 

O firs, they are no triflcs, but the 


greatelt things that God hath ſet be | 


tore you in his Word, and called you 
out to prolecute and poſlels : and 
your time of ſccking them is ſhort; 


and thereftorc you have no time | 


tor trifles, nor any to loſe in idle- 
neſs and ſloath.And ofall men, Preach: 
ers (houtd be molt {indible of this, 
I; 
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hire, | If they were not againſt ſcrious holi- 
hem neſs 11 orÞ.rs, 1t 15 double wickednels 
. and | fox tuch as they, to be againſt 2t 77 
&ged | themſelves. It 1s great things that they 
"4 | have to {tudy and to ſpeak ot 3 and fuch 
| us call tor the greatelt (cxrioutnels, an4 
reverence and gravity in the ſpeak:r, 
and condemn all trifling, in matter or 
nay | jn manner. A man tnat 15 ſent of 
u'd | Chriſt to run for an immortal crown, 
th, | or to dirc& others in ſuch a race, 
Ne | to fave his own, or other mens 
ife | fouls, from endlefs miſery, ſhould be 
ve | aſhamed tohll up his time with triffes; 
J* | or tobe fhghe and+cold about fuch 
id | preat and weighty things. +All the 
heart, and foul, and might, 15 little 
ie | enough for matters of ſuch unſpeak- 
* | able importance. When I hear 
u_|{ Preachers or people ſpend their time 
in little impertinent f:uitlefs chimgs , 

» | thatdo butdivert them from the great 
| buſineſs of their lives, or to daly with 
' | thegreateſt matters, rather than to uſe 
j themand treat of them with a f{crioul- 


nels ſuitable to their importance 3 
] 
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L oft think of the words of Sexeca the 
ſeriow Moralijt, as ſhaming the hypo- 
crilie of fuch ir fling . Preachers and 
Profeſſors of the Chriltiin faith; 
[ Verba copioſa compouwn, On Interrogans 
vincula ned, & dic, Acuta ſunt 


iſta ! Nihil acutiW ariſta, & in quo eft | 


utils ? © 4dam mutilia, & inefficacia 
ipſa ſubriltas reddit : | that 1s, | You 
compoſe copicus words, and tye hard 
knots by curious queſtions ; and you ſay, 0 
theſe are acute things! What is mure 
acute than the peal of corn ? and yet 
what 34 it good for? ſabtility it ſelf makes 
ſome things unprofit able and un: fſcAual, | 

[ Re tneptie Poetis relinquantur, qui- 
us aures obleflare propiſitum eſt & 
dulcem fabulam neftere ; ſed qui inge- 
ia ſanare, & fidem in rebus buman it 
retinere, ac memoriam, officiorum ani- 
wi ingerere volunt, ſeris loquantur , 
&* magni viritus rem agant , that is, 
| Leave theſe toys or fooleries to Poets, 
whoſe buſiniſs 35 to delight the ear, 
andto compoſe a pleaſant ſable. But they 
that mean to heal mens underſtand. 


in 55, 
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ings, and retain credibility among men, . 
and to bring into mens minds the re. © 
membrance of their duties, muſt ſpeak 
ſeriouſly, and do their buſineſs with all 
their might, | 

Demens omnibus merito videret 
He would juſtly by all be taken for a 
mad man, that when the town expedteth 
to be ſtormed by the enemies, and others 
are bufie at work for their defence, 
wil fit idle, propoſing ſume curicw que- 
ſtions |] ——— Nunquid tibi demens 
vid:tur , fi iſtis impendero operam, & 
munc of ſideor ? quid agam ? mors me 
ſequitur ;, vita fugit ; Adverſis hec me 
doce aliquid : effice ut ego mortem non 
timeam , & vita me non e«ffugiat.} 
WF not I be taken for a mad 
man, If I ſhould tiuſle my ſelf about 
ſuch things that am mow beſieged ? 
what ſhall I do ? death purſueth me : 
life flyeth from me : teach me ſomethiy 
againſt theſe , make death not trebe, 
full to me, or life not to fly from me, 
Si multum efſet etat#, parce diſpen« 
ſandum erit , ut ſufficeret neceſſariis : 


maunc 
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Hunc que dementia eſt, ſupervacua diſce. 
re in tanta rempor# cgeſtate | | {If wp 
had mnch time, we ſhwuld fparingly lay 
it out, tat ut might ſuffice tor neceſſury 
things : But now what a Maaneſs 1s itto 
leatn things needleſs or Juper flue in ſo 
great a ſcarcity :f time ? | | Metre erg? 
etarem Inam: tam multz non Capt, 
Meaſure th) age; It's not enouge for y 
many things, | | Relinque itum indum 
literarum Fhiloſophu, Rem magnift- 
cam | ad ſyiabas vicart qui animum 
winuta diſcendy dtminununt C& Conte- 
runt, & id aglurt, ut Philoſyphia Polit 
difficila quam magna videatur : Socra- 
tes, qat folam Phuiloſophiam revocavit 
ad mores, hanc ſummam dixit eſſe ſa- 
pientiam, binzs malaque diſtingu#e. 
| Leave this learned play to Philoſo- 
phers : A gallant buſineſs! They call 
us to ſyllables; and debaſe, and de. 
preſi the mind by learning ſuch little 
trivial things, and make Philoſophy 
rather to ſeem a matter of difficulty 
than great. Socrates, that revoked 
all Phiþſophy to manners, did Call this 
| | the 


— 
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the higheſt wiſdom, to diſtinguiſh good 
and evil. | 

Did 2 Seneca (ec by tne I197t of na- 
ture, ſo much of the necellity of ſe: 
riouſzeſs and @:gence, abour the mar. 
rers of the ſoul * an{{o much of the 
madnels of ſpending wirds and time 
on ITifl-s ? And yer (hall there be 
found a man among, Prefeſſed, Chriftze 
15, and among, tne Preacvers of Faith 
and | Holin ﬀ, that p'ead for Irifling, 
and feern at ſerwoſurſs, and count 
them moderate and wiſe that a Heathen 
brands as toyiſh and diſtratied ? 

What is 1t that Ciudeth the glory 
of Chriſtianity, and kecpeth (© great a 
part of the world in Hcathenitm and 
Infidelity : but this, that among Chri- 
flians there are fo few that are Chrj. 
ftians indeed * and thole tew are 
{o obſcured by the multitude of for- 
mal trifling hypocrites , that Chriſti. 
anity 15 meaſured and judged of by 
the lives of thoſe that are. no Chriſti. 
ans ? Keligion 18 a thing to be demoy. 
firated and honoured and commended by 
| TraGitth 
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prafiice : words alone are ineffcual to 
repreſent its excellency to fo blind a 
world, that mutt know by feeling, ha- 
ving loſt their fizht. Ta our profeſſed 
fairh we moung unto the Heavens, 
and leave poor unbelievers wallow. 
ing in the dirt, O what a tranſcen« 
dent, unconceivable glory, do we 
profels to expeR 'with God unto 
eternity! And what manner of per- 
ſons ſhould they be, in all holy con- 
verſation and godline(s, that look for 
luch a life as this ? How baſcly ſhogld 
they elteem thole tranſitory things, 
that are the food and felicity of the 
ſenſual world ? How patiently ſhould 
they undergo contempt and ſcorn, 
and whatlocver man can inflit 
upon them ? How ſtudiouſly ſhould 
they devote and referr all their time, 
and firength, and wealth, and inte- 
reſt, to this their glorious bleſſed end? 
How ſeriouſly ſhould they ſpeak of, 
and how induſtriouſly ſhould they 
ſeek, ſuch (ure, ſuch near, ſuch end- 
lels joycs? Did profciled' Chriſtians 

| more 
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more ex:Gly conform their hearts 
and lives to their proteſhon and ho- 
ly rule, their {ives would confute the 
reproaches of their enemies, and 
command a reverent and awfall ctti- 
mation from the obſervers, and do 
more to convince the unbelieving 
world of the truth and dignity of the 
Chriſtian faith, than all the words 
of the moſt ſubtile diſputants, Cbri- 
ſtianity being an affeing pradiical ſci- 
ence, mult pradically and affedtionate- 
ly be declared, according to its nature : 
Arguments do but paint it out : And 
idures do no more maxe known its 
exccIlency, than the prure of meat 
and drink makes known its ſweetneſs. 
When a deGrine ſo bely, 1s viſibly ex- 
emplified, and liveth, and wa'keth, and 
work-th in ſeri. Chriſtians before the 
world: Either this or norbizg will 
convince thern and conſtrain them, to 
glorihe our Lord, and lay, that God # 
among us Or in us of @ truth, Matth. 
5. 16, x Cor. 14. 25. But it is wn- 


chriſtian lives that darkeneth the glory 
of 
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of the Chriſtian faith. When men that 
profe(s ſuch glorious hopes, ſhall be 
as (ordidly edrthly, and ſenſual, and 
«150% gi impotent, and impa- 
tient as o/her men, they {cem but fan« 
taſtical diſſcmblers. 

And yet hill there be found Cuch 

a perfidious wretch under the hea- 
vens of God, as a profeſſes Miniſter of 
Chriſt, that ſhall ſubtilly or openly la- 
bour to make an exaQ, and holy, 
and heavenly converſation a matter 
of reproach and ſcors , and that -un- 
der pretence of reproving the fins of 
Hypocrites and Schiſmaticks, (hall 
make the exactelſt conformity to the 
Chriſtian rule, and faithfulleſt obe- 
dience to the Almighty Soveraign, 
to ſcem to be but hypocrihie or (elf- 
conceitedne(s, or needleſs trouble, 
it not the way of (edition, and pub- 
lick trouble, and turniag all things 
uplide down? that cannot reprove 
hin, without malicious inlinuating 
ſlanders or ſuſpitions aguntt the ho- 
ly Law, and holy lite, that are molt 
con- 


(91) 

contrary fo fin, as life to death, as 
health to fickne(s, and zs light to 
darknels ? 

For any wan, eſpecially any profeſ- 
ſed Chrijtian, any where to oppole 
or ſcorn at godlinefs, is a dreadfull 
ſign, as well as a heinous fin : But br 
a Preacher of Godlineſs to oppole and 
ſcorn at Godlineſs, and that in the 
Pulpit, while he pretendeth to pro- 
mote it, and plead for it in the name 
of Chriſt, 1s a fin that ſhould ſtrike 
the heart of man with horrour to 
conceive of, 

Though IT cannot ſubſcribe my 
ſelf to that paſſage in the ſecond part 
of the tenth Homily , Tom. 2. page 
150. ( however I very much love 
and honour the Book of Homilies ) 
yet for their ſakes that not only 
can (ubſct be to ir, but would have 
all kept out of the Minifi:y that 
cannot, and that take it for that 
DoRrine of the Church of Engiand 
which they will bclieve and Preach, 
I will recite it fo the terror of the 
guwlty, 
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guil:y, not to drive to deſpair, but 
to awake them or to ſhame them fo 
. their oppolitioa to the wayes of god- 


line(s. | 
Expounding Pſal. 1. 1. Bltſed j 


the man that hath not walk-d after the | 


counſel of the ungadly, nor ſtord in the 


way of ſinners, nor ſit in the ſeat of the | 


ſcornfull] having ſhewed who are the 
[ ungodly] and [tbe ſinners] it addeth 
theſe words. 

© [ The third ſort he caleth ſcorners; 
* that is, a (fort of men whole hearts 
© are (o (tuffed with malice, that they 
« are not contented to dwell in lin, 
« and to lead their lives in all kind of 
©« wickedneſs, but allo thry do con- 
« temn and (corn in others all god- 
©« linels, true Religion , all hone 
* iy and vertue, Of the two firſt 
«forts of men, | will not ſay, but 
'** they may take Repcntance, and bt 
* converted unto God. Of the third 
« fort, I think I may without danger 
** of Gods judgement pronounce, that 
*© Never any yct were converted unto 
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« God by Repentance, but continued 
« {jill in their abominable wickedneſs, 
« heaping up to themſelves damnati- 
* on again{t the day of Gods inevi- 


| * table judgement. 


Though 1 dare not fay, but ſome 
ſuch have Repented, yet let the (corn- 
ers that believe this, rem«cmber, that 
they ſubſcribe the ſentence of their 
own condemnation. 

Though I louk upon this fort of 
the enemies of Holinc(s as thoſe that 
are as unlikely to be recovered ard 
ſaved, as almoſt any people in the 
world, except Apoſtates and Malici- 
ow Bl:fphemers of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
yet in compaſſion to the people and 
themſelves, I fhall plead the cauſe of 


| God with thcir conſciences, and try 


what Light can do with their under- 
ſtandings, and the terrours of the Lord 
with their hardcned hearts. 

1. A Preacher of the Goſpel ſhould 
much excell the people in underflandirg : 
And therefore this ſin is greater in 
them than other men ; what means, 
what 


(94) 
what light do they os againſt? Either 
thou kuzweſt tac Neceſſity of ſtriving 

for {a'vation with the greatclt ail 

gence, or tizou dot mot, If not, what 
a ſin and ſhame is. it to \ndertihe 
the lacred Oth-ce of the Miniſtry , 
while thou knowelt not the things 
that are erece{ury to ſalvation, and 
that which every Infant in the faith 
doth know ? But it thou diſt know 
it, how doſt thou make (ſhift mali- 
cioully to oppoſe it, without feeling 
the beginnings of Hcll upon thy 
Conſcience? Waen it is thy work 
to read the Scriptures, and meditate 
on them, doſt chou not . read thy 
doom, and meditate terrour ? How 
canſt thou chooſe but, perceive that 
the ſcope of the Word of God 1s 
contrary to the bent of thy affcRi- 
ons and ſuggeſtions ? Yea what is 
more evident by.the Light of Nature, 
than that God and our falvation can- 
not be regardcd with too much holy 
ſcriouſnel(s, exattneſs and induſtry ? 

Should not the beſt things be beft 
loved? 
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led? and the greateſt matters have 
our greateſt care? And 1s there any 
thing to be compared with God 
and our eternal itate ? O what over- 
wielmiig ubj.As are thele to a fober 
and contideraie mind ! what toys are 
all things in compariſon of them ! 
And yct Colt thou make light ot 
them, and allo teach men ſo to do! 
As if there were ſomething elle that 
better delerved mens greatclt care 
and diligence than they. What, a 
Preacher, and not a B:liever) Or a 
Believer, and yet not {ce ecough in 
the matters ot Eternity to Engage all 
our powers of {oul and body againſt 
all the world that ſhould ſtand in 
competition ? 

2. Is it not ſinfull and terrible enough, 
to be thy ſelf in @ carnal unrene wed ſtate! 
(Rom, 1. 13.) and to be without the 
Spirit and life of Chriſt ( v. g. ) but 
thou muſt be fo crucl as to wake 
ethers miſerable alſo ? Fſal. 50. 16,17, 


[vs to the wicked ſaith God, Wharx 


aſt thou to do to declare my ftatutes ? 
| or 
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or that thou ſhouldeft take my Covenant 
# : thy mouth, ſceing thou bateſt inftrui. 
92, and cafteſt my words behind thee ? | 
Matth. 5. 19. Whoſoever ſhall breag 


one of theſe leaſt Commandments, and 


ſhall teach men ſo, he ſhall be called the 
leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven : But 
whoſoever Thall do and teach the ſame, 
ſhall be called Great in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. |] 

3. What an aggravation is it of 
thy impicty and ſoul-murder , that 
thiu art bound by Office to teach min 
thet life of bolineſs which thou oppoſef, 
and to perſwade them to that with 
all ehy Might, which thou endeavour- 
eſt cloſely and cunningly to diſgrace! 
And wilt thou be a traytor to Chrift 
in the name of a Meſſenger and 
Preacher of the Goſpel? Wilt thou 
engage thy ſelf to promote his inte- 
reli, and to uſe all thy $kill and pow- 
er to build men up in holineſs and 
obedience; and when thou haſt done 
this, wilt thou diſgrace and hinder 
it? Doſt thou take on thee to go ” 
f 
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he meſſage of Chriſt, and then ſpeak 
gainſt him ? We do not find that 
fudas dealt thus with him : when he 
ſent him as he did other Preachers, 


| we rcad not that he preache againſt 


tim, O let not my ſoul be numbred 
with ſuch men in the day of the 
lord ! It will be eaſter for Sodom 
ind Gomorrah, than for /the refuſers 
of the Word and Grace of Chrift. 
What then will be the doom of the 
Fpoſers ? And above all of thoſe 
teecherows oppoſers,that pretend them- 
elves to propagate and promote 
them. 

If the wit and malice of Satans 
nfiraments were ſharpened againſt 
the ways and ſcrvants of the Lord , 
it bclongs fo you to plead Chrifts 
caſe, and ſhame theſe abſurd unrea- 
lonable gain-ſayers, and ftop the 
mouth of impious contradiQtion : 
And will you joy with the gain-ſayers, 


| nd ſecretly or openly ſay as they ? 
Who ſhoald confound the deriders of a 
boly fe but you ? Who ſhould lay 

F opcn 
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. -open the excellencics of Chriſt, the 
glory of heaven, the terrors of the 
Lord, and all other obligations to 
the moſt (ſerious Religioulſneſs, but 
you that have undertaken it as your 
calling and employment ? If any man 
in the Pariſh were fo Atheiltica] 
and brutiſh, as to think God un- 
worthy of our deareſt Love, our 
molt exact obedience, and mot 1a 
borious ſervice, who ſhould diſplay 
this Atheiſts folly, but you that are 
doubly ( as Chriſtians, and Mini- 
ſters) obliged to defend the honor 
of your Lord ? It any of the people 
ſhould fall into ſuch a dream or do- 
tage, as to queſtion the Neceſlity of 
our utmoſt diligence in our prepara» 
tions for eternal life, who ſhould 
awake them by lifting up their voices 
as a trumpet,and help to recover their 
underſiandings, but ye that are the 
watchmen,and know their blood will 
be required at your hands, if you 
give them not loud and timely warm» 


ing ? If any ſubtj] malicious ſcevant x 
| the 


© EI 
the Devil, ſhould plead againſt the ne- 
xſity ot Holineſs, and difſwade the 
xeople from ſerving God with all 
their might, who ſhould be ready to 
wnfirm the weak, and ſtrengthen and 
acourage them that are thus aſſault. 
d, and help to keep up their zeal and 
brwardneſs, but you that are Leaders 
m the Army of the Lord? Is it not 
1 boly God that you are engaged to 
erve? And a boly Church in which 
ju have your (tation? _ And a 
Communion of Saints in which you 
have undertaken to adminiſter the 
Wy things of God ? Have you not 
rad what was done to Nadab and 
Aribu, when Moſcs told Aaron, | This 
# it that the Lord ſake , ſaying, I 


wil be ſanGified in them that come 


mgb me, and before the people I willbe 
tified, | Lev.10.3. Is it not a holy 
ww and Gefpel which you publiſh? 
lou have undertaken to warn the 
floathful, the ſenſual,the worldly, and 
the prophane,tbat tbey ſtrive to enter in 
"the ſtrait gare, and ſeek firſt the king- 
| F 2 dm 
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dom of Ged and bis Righteouſndi, Luk 
13+ 24+ Matth. 6. 33. end to give di. 
ligence 10 make ſure their Calling axd 
elefion, 2 Pet. 1. 10, and to give al 
diligence in adding vertue to their faith, | 
Oc, 2Pet. 1.5. and with all diligence 
To keep their bearts, Prov. 4+23+ And 
are you the men that would quench 
their zeal, and deftroy the boly dili- 
gence which you ſhould preach ? The 
Lord touch your hearts, and recover 

ou in time, or how woful will it be 
with ſuch bardened Hypocrites, that 
in the Light, and i» his fawily and li- 
very, and under his ſtandard and co: 
tours dare prove Traytors and Ene- 
mies to the Lord? 

4. Aud what an addition isit to 
your guilt, that you ſpeak, againſt God 
in his own name? By Office you arc 
to deliver his meſſage, and ſpeak to 
the people in bis name, and in bur 
ftead, 2 Cor. 5.19, 20. And dareyou | 
before the Sun, and under the Heavens 
of God, and in his hearing, perſwade | 
men that the woſt boly God #4 againit 
Holmeſs ? 
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Hlineſi-? and the King of Saints is an 
afverſery to ſanity ? and that he that 
pide his boly Law, is againſt the moſt 
of #7 ob:ying of it ? Dare you prefix 
| (Thus ſaith the Lord,) to ſoirhpious 

' 4 ſpeech as |[ It is in vain ro ſerve the 
And md? what needs there ſo much ado 
', | fy your ſalvation? Dare you go to 
4ij;. | men as from the Lord, and ſay | Tou 
The | ## too careful and diligent in his ſer- 
oice! Leſs ado may ſerve the turn?! 
the | What need this fervour, and redeem- 
ing time! This is but Puritaniſm or 
Preciſeneſs. Its better to do a the moſt, 
mud venture your ſouls without ſo much 
i ade.) Who could at lait hold up his 
” | face, or ſtand before the dreadful Tri- 
bunal, that ſhould be found in the 
214 | pile of ſuch a crime! What, to put 


are * dinto the fhmilitude of Satan, and 
to deſcribe the moſt Holy as the enemy of 
bie | Holineſs ! and make him plead againſt 


| bimſelf, and diſgrace his own Image, 
. ind 4iſwade men from that which be 
Y, dimſe/f hath made of neceſſity to 'their 
of alvation!What viler blaſphemy can be 
> tered! .Ta3 5. And 


'Ou 
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5. And it aggravateth your fin, 
that your Relation obligeth you to the 
moſt tender affcdions 20 your peopl: : 
And yet that you. ſhould ſeduce them 
to dawnation. For the Nurſe to py. 
ſon them; for the Pareuts to cut 
the childrens throats , 1s worſe than 
for an exemy to do it. If the De. 
vil our profefled enemy ſhould him- 
ſc!f appear to us, and (ay, Prepare not 
ſo ſeriorſly for death : Be not ſo ftrid, 
and diligent, and holy, it were not, in 
rnany reſpcs, ſo bad, as for youto 
do it, that ſhould help to fave us 
from his ſneres. You that profeſs 
your felves their Fathers ! that 
ſhould travel in birth till Chriſt be 
formed in your peoples hearts ! that 
ſhould love your people as your own 
bowels, and tender the weak, and 
pity the wicked, and ſtick at no 
labour , (uffering or coft, that 


might advance their holineſs , and | 


ternpt men into Careleſs life , and 


an 


in 
further their ſalvation; For you to | F 


[4:6 
turn them out of the holy way, 1s | 


Ly 
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1n aggravated cruelty, 


I:'s worſe 
fr the Shepherd to defiroy us than 


the Wolf, Read Ezelge! 24. & 
w Are you not aſhamed thus tocou. 
tradi your ſelves? What can you 
find to-preach from the word of Ged, 
that tendeth not to this boly ili. 
gence which you are againſt ? How 
can you make ſhift to preach an hour, 
and not acquaint men with the Duty 
and Neceſſity of ſeeking God with al 
their Might ? Do you not tell them, 
that except they be converted end new 
born, they ſhall not enter into the King- 
dm of God, John 3. 3,5. Mat. 18. 2. 
And that without bolineſs none ſhall ſee 
the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. And that if 
they live after the fleſh, they ſhell die, 
Rom. 8. 13. And that except their 
righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs 

Scribes and Phariſees , they ſhall 


| im-n0 Caſe exter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven, Mat. 5.20. And will you in 


: your Application, ar Private diſcourſes 
| wiſayall this again, and give God and 


F< your 
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your ſ(clves the ly:? And let people ſee, 
that the Pulpit 15 to you but as 
Stage, and that you believe not what 
you ſpeak ? 

7. Conſider , that your place and 
calling, maketh you the ſucceſsful 
ſervants of the Deril, and fo the moſt 
bloody murtherers of fouls, while 
Jou give your ;judgement againſt a 
firit and heavenly lite. For « drun- 
hard in #n Alchouſe to mock the Mi 
niſter, and rail at ſerious Religion, 
1s Ic{s regarded by ſober men, and 
ſmall advantage to his maſters cauſe ; 
nay the wickedneſs of his life, is 
fo great a ſhame to his judgement, 
that it inclineth many to think well 
of thoſe that be ſpeaks againſt. But 
when a man that pretendeth to learn- 
ing and underſtanding, and to be him- 
ſelf a Paftor of the Church, and 
Preacher of the myſteries of Chriſt, 
ſhall make them odi@us that are 
moſt careful for their ſouls, and molt 
exact in pleating God, and fhall 
make all ſericw diligence for _— eo 
ccm 
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fem but intemperare zeal arid ſelf- 
axceitedneſi : and ſhall deſcribe a 
Gint as if the formal lifeleſs Hypo- 
cite,that giveth God but the leavings 
of the world, and never (et his heart 
4 on heaven, were indeed the man : 
what aſnare 1s here for the perdition 
of the ignorant! They , they are 
naturally averſe from holineſs, and 
are calily per{waded to think that to 
be unneceſſary or bad, which ſcems 
ſo much above them and againſt them, 
will be much confirmed jn their 
miſtakes and miſery, when they hear 
their Teachers (peak Without thew, 
| the ſame that Satan by his ſuggeſti- 

ons doth within them. This turneth 


| atrembling ſinner,into a hardned ſcorn- 


er;he that before went under the daily 


\ correRion of his conſcience, for neg- 
{ kRing God, and omitting holy du- 
| ties, and living to the flcth, grows 
| bold and fearleſs, when he hears the 
Preacher diſgrace the (trifter, purer 


way. By that time he hath heard a 


| While the fear of Godderided as preciſe- 
F 


3 neſs, 
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neſi,and a tender conſcience reproached 
aS a ſcrwpulows fooliſh thing, his conſci- 
ence grows more pliable to his lulis, 
and hath little more to fay againſt 
them. When Gods bwn proteſſed Mi- 
niſters that (ſhould be witer and better 
than the people, arc again/i thy 


zee! and induliry for heaven , the 


people will ſoon think, that at leaſt it 
1s toleratle in them : And they will 
fooner learn to deride a Saint from 
a Sermon, or diſcourle of a Preach. 
er Or & learned man, than from the 
ſcorns or talk of hundreds of the ignv- 
yaut. And wilt thou t-acb them to 
hate godlixeſs, who halt undcitaken 
before the righteous God, to teach 
them to pradliſe it ? He that diſ- 
praiſetb it, though under other names, 
and repreſenteth it as odious, though 
masked with the title of ſome odi- 
ous vice, doth indeed endeavour to 
make men hate jt, And what a fer- 
rible account wilt thou have to 
make, when the ſeduction and tranſ- 
greſlion of all theſe tinners ſhall be 
charged 


| 
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charged upon thee ? 


When Chrift 
ſhall ſay to the haters, deniders and 
oppoſers of his holy ways and fer- 


yants [ In as much as you did it to one 
of the leaſt of theſe my brethren , 
you-did unto me. | How durlit you 
ſcorn' the image ot your Miker ? and 
hate the Sams whole Communion 
you profeſſed to telieve; and deride 
or oppole that ſerious bolineſs, withs 
out which you had no hop: of being 
ſaved? It then the finners become 
your accuſers, and ſay, | Lord we 
thought 1t had been but unneceſſary pre- 
ciſeneſs, and that ſerious Chriſtians bad 
been but ſelf-conceited fatiow hypo» 
cites, and that lip-ſervice with a com- 
mon worldly life might bave ſerved the 
turn; We heard our Preachers repre- 


ſent ſuch ftri& and zealow men, as 


lurbulent, ſeditics, and refraftory, as 
odious and nt as imitable : Their” aps 
plication was againſt them : Their diſ< 
courſe derided them : Of them we learnt 
it We thought they were wiſer and better 


than we : Of whom ſhould we learn bo 
(9 
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of our Teachers ! | Wo to the Teach. 
ers that ever they were born, that 
mult be then found guiliy of this 
crime. 

If Adam's excuſe was Eve's accy. 


ſation, [ The woman which thou gavet 


fo be with me, ſhe pave me of the tree 
and I dideat | And the womans ex. 
cuſe did charge the Serpent | The $:r. 
pent beguiled me and 1 id eat, Jen 3, 
12, 13- ( though it freed ot the 
excuſers,) How will it load yu, 
when your people hall ſay, | The 
Teachers that we thought thou gaveſt w, 
did teach ws and go before 1 im ſetting 

ainft tha boly diligence, and we 

d but learn of them, and foliw 
them / 

8. Are not the people backward 
aporgh to the ſerving of God with all 
(vir might, unleſs you binder them ? 

$ not the corrupted heart of lapſed 
man averſe enough to the matters 
of falvation, but you mult make 
them wcrſe? If you had to do 
with the bt and: holicſt perſon 8 
| tne 
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the world, that wa'keth with God 
in the moſt heavenly converſation, he 
would tell you that his dull and back- 
ward heart hath no nced of cloggs, 
and pull-backs, and difcouragements, 


j but of all the help that can be af- 


forded him, to quicken him up to 
greater diligence, The moſt zealuas la- 
ment that they are ſo co/d : The moſt 
beavenly lament that they are ſo earth. 
ly, and fo ſtrange to beaven ; The 
moſt [aboriow lament that they are 
ſo ſLathfull, and the fruitfulleft Bee 
lievers that they are ſo unprofitable ; 
and thoſe that are moſt watchful of 
theix words and deeds, that they are 
ſo careleſs and thoſe that moſt di- 
ligently redeem their time, lament it 
that they loſe ſo much 3 and thoſe 
that walk molt accurately and exad7- 


. by, that they are ſo looſe, and keep no 
' cloſer to the Rule. And. yet dareſt 


thou increaſe the backwardnels of the 
wngodly | will not their carnal intereſts 
&#d luſts ſerve turn to keep them from 
a boly life? 15 not Satan irong enough 

of 
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of himſclf ? will not the common diſ- 
raſte of Godlineſi in the world, ſuffi. 
ently prejudice and avert them with. 
out thy helps ? Do you {ce your peo- 
ple (o forward tea ds too mach for Heas 
ven,. that you mult pull them back ? 


Cannot ſouls be. damued without 


your furtberance ?: of is it a defireable 
work ? and will it pay you for your 
coſt and labour ? The way is up-hill; 
The belt- of us are weak, and fre- 
' quently ready to fit: down ! A thou- 

ſand imp<ed:ments are caſt before us 
by. Satan. and the - world , to make 
us linger till the time be palt;z and 
many a charm-of pleaſure and diver- 
ſion to make us ſleep till the door 
be ſhut. And Minifters arc ſent to 
keep us waking; and take us by 
the hand, and lead us on, and rc- 
move impediments : and ſhall they 
ſet in with the enemy, and be our 
chiefeſt -hinderers ? - O treacherous 
guides! O miſerable helps ! Are not 
our dark underſtandings, our carth- 


ly, dull and backward hearts, our 
paſſions 
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paſſions and troubled affeRions, our 
appetites and fenfual inclinations , 
our natural firangenefs and averſe- 
neſs to God, and Heaven, and holi- 
neſs,cnough to hinder us without you ? 
Are not all the temptations of the 
Devil, the allurcments of the fleſh, 
ind world, the impediments of po- 
verty and richcs, of flattery and of 
frowns, of friends and foes, tn our 
callings and in our divertiſcments, 
are not all theſe enough to cool and 
dull us, and keep us from ſerving God 
too much, and being too carefull and 
diligent for our ſouls, but Preachers 
themſelves muſt be our impediments 
and ſnares ? Now the Lord deliver 
our ſouls from ſuch impediments , 
and his Church from ſuch unhappy 
” 


| puides ! 


9. Confider whom thou imit ateſt in 
this, Is it Chriſt, or Satan ? Chrill 
calleth men to ftrive, to labour, to 
ſeek firſt, to watch, to pray always, 
and net wax faint, Luk. 12. 24- 


John 6. 27. Mat. 6, 33. & 25- 13. 
| Luke 
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Luke 18. 2. The Apoſiles call men to 
be [ fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Larg, 
to be & peculiar people, zealous of good 
works ; to pray continualy, to be « 
choſen generation, a Royal Prieſtbuod, 
an boly Nation, & peculiar people to ſhew 
forth thePpraiſes of him that bath called 
us, andeffer "p ſpiritual ſacrifices ac- 
ceptableto God by Feſus Chrift, 1 Pet. 
2:5. 9. 1 Thefl. 5. 17. Tit. 2. 14. 
Rom. 12. 11. To fight the good fight 
of faith, and lay bold upon eternol life, 
1 Tim. 6. 12. To ſerve God acceptably 
(being 4s 4 Conſuming fire) with reve» 
rence and godly fear, Heb. 12. 28, 29, 
To be fteadfaft, nnmoveable, alwayes a- 
bounding in the work of the Lord, foraſ- 
much as we know that our labour # not 
in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58.] 
Aud dare you gaizſay the Lord and 
his Apoſtles, and concurr with Se- 
tan, and the Phariſees and enemies of 
Chriſt ? | 

10, Tou do your worſt to make the 
ſacred rffice of the Miniftry to become 
contewprible, as Eli's Sons did ; Poor 
| | people 
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e that cannot ſufficiently di- 
finguiſh the Dofirine from the Appli- 
cation, the office from the perſen, the 
uſe from the abuſe, will be rempted 
torun from the ordinances of God, 
and think the worſe of others for your 
ſakes, and ſuſpe& all their food, be- 
cauſe you mix ſuch poyſon in it. And 
the more Holy and Neceſſary the 
office and work is, the greater is your 
fn in corrupting, it , or making it 
fuſpeRed or abhorr'd. 

Conſider ſoberly of theſe things, 
md then go on and fpeak againſt 8 
Life of Holy diligence if you dare, 

I know you'l fay, It is not Godlh 
neſs, but ſingularity or bumour, or diſc- 
bedience, or bypocrifie, or faftion that 
you oppoſe : and perhaps you'l inſtance 
in ſome that are guilty of ſome of 
theſe, or ſeem (o at the leaft, 

But 1. 1 do here ſolemnly profeſs 
that I hate theſe crimes as well as 
you: and that it is not any part of 
my intention to plead for intempe- 
rence, diſobedience in lawfull —_ 
or 
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for ſchiſms, or fattion or any irregyla- 
rity : And this I here put in againſt 
thoſe that are diſpoſed to miſunder- 
fitand and miſreport us, and leave 
It as ox recird to prove them ſlan- 
dercrss that ſhall accuſe me of de- 
fending any ſuch thing, And I do 
proceſt» againſt thoſe on the other 
fide, that will fetch encouragement 
for any tranſgreſſion from my neceſſa« 
ry plca for the boly induftry and vi- 
gilency of Bclievers. And moreover, 
I do profels that it i only the oppo- 
ſers of Holineſs that I mean in this 
Defence, and bave not the leoft intent 
t7 intimate that any others are guilty 
of that crime that are not. But having 
premiſed this proteſtation, to prevent 
miſtakes and falſe reports, I. anſwer 
now to the guilty, 

2, If it be crimes only. that you 
are againſt, deliver your ſelf fo, as 
Amay not lay reproach er ſuſpicion on 
Godlineſs, which is moſt oppoſite to 
all crimes, Cannot you preach a- 
gunlkt Diviſions , diſobedience, or any 
other 


—_— 
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other þn, without any ſcornfull inti- 
mations or refictions againtt mens 
diligent ſerving of the Lord. 

3. Why do not you commend thoſe 
that are mot /iable'to your accuſati- 
ons, and encourage them in holmeſs, 
and draw others to imitate them ? 
And why do you not commend the 
Good where you diſcommend the evil 
that is commixt. 

4. -Shall Health and Life be made 
a ſcorn, becauſe there are few but have 
fome difte or diſeaſe ? Shall Chr#- 
ftienity and Eblineſs be ſecretly re- 
proached, becauſe «l Chriftians have 
ſome fault to be accuſed of? If men 
be faulty, you ſhould perſwade them 
to be more firict and diligent, and 
not /efi : It is for want of watchful- 
neſs and ſirinels that they ſir. Noe 


thing is more contrary to their faults, 


than Folineft. There is no other way 
for their full reformation. And there- 
fore all true humbled Chriſtians are 
ready to confels their faultinefi ther 
ſelves; but fo far are they from 
thinking 
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thinking the worſe of piety for it, that 
it's one great reaſon that mayeth 
them to go on, and to read, and hear, 
and pray, and meditate, and do fo 
much that they may get more ſirength 
againſt their faults. Mult they think 
ill of food, and phyſick, and exerciſe, 
becauſe they are infirw ? Al faithbul 
Miniſters tell their people plainly of 
their fins (fo far as they are acquain« 
ted with them) as well as you : But 
they do it not in a way reproachfull 
to their holy diligence : They do not 
therefore call them off from Godlineſl, 
nor tempt them to be leſs in the uſe 
of means, but more, by how much 
their need is greater. A boly beart, 
and a mel; beert, will ſhew their 
difference 1n the reproving of the ſame 
fault, The one layeth all the odium 
on the vice, and hanoureth the boy 
obedience of the Saints. The other 
fatteneth his Ring upon the Godly, and 
under pretence of diſhonouring their 
faults, doth ſcek to faſten the diſho= 
nour on their holixeſs, And thole that 
arc 


— R— Fe. 


(117) 


xe ſo minded, will never want ecc xſi- 
oor pretexce, for the worlt that Sa- 
tan would have them ſay. The Church 
will never be without ſsmre hypocrites, 
and ſcandals, nor the be without 
ſome faults and paſſions ; nor the holieſt 
;Rion without ſome mixture of bu- 
mene -frailty and infirmity ; nor will 
the very goodneſs and helinefi of the 
zRion, be free from plauſible calum- 
nies and tcorns, while there 1s the 
wit and venom of the Serpent in the 
beads and bearts of wicked men. 

How eafie is it to put a name of 
ignominy upon every perſon, and 
every duty ?  Tocharge any man with 
Hypocrific, or Pride? To take the 
wiſclt man for ſe/f-concesred, becauſe 
he 1s not of the accuſcrs mind ? To 
call our obedience t0 God, by the name 
of diſobedience unto man, when man 
forbids it, as they uſed the three wit- 
neſts Day. 3. and Daniel himſelf for 
praying in his houſe, Dan. 6. though 
they confeſſed they had notbing elſe 
eariaſt' bim ?' To calt Gods Truth þ-< 
i! c 
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the name of H.refie, and Hereſie by 
the name of Truth ? To charge all 
with Schiſm that dare not (ubje& 
their ſouls to the ulurpation and arro« 
gant impolitions of the ſons of Pride, 
that have ncither Authority nor Abi- 
lity to Govern us, as the Papilis deal 
by the greateſt part of the Chriſtian 
world ? To lay ſnares for mens Con- 
{ciences, and then accuſe them for 
falling into thoſe (nares ? To make new 
Articles of faith, till they have tran- 
ſcended the capacity of Divine and 
Rational belief , and then condemn -us 
for not believing them? To make 
Law; for the Church . wnneceſſary in 
their own opinion, and finfull in 
other mens, and command things 
which they know that others think 
the Lord forbids, and then load 
them with the ſufferings and re- 
proaches of the diſobedient, turbulew, 
beretical , ſchiſmatical, or ſeditiow ? 
Tocall men fadiovs, if they will not. 
be of their faflion? and Settaries, 
if chey will oot paomlhantly- 

je 
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jet their ſouls to them, and joyn 
with an imperiow Sed againſt the 
Catbolick Unity and Simplicity ? All 
which the Roweniſts practiſe upon 
the Church of Chriſt. How eafte, but 
how unreaſonable, and yet how unre- 
ible is all this ? . How ealie 1s it to 
all a meeting of ſcber Chriſtians , for 
prjer and mutual edification, (uch as 
that was, Ads 12. 12. by the name 
ofa faiows ſchiſmatical Conventicle, 
and a meeting of Drunkards , or 
Gamefters, by a more gentle, leſs dif- 
praceful name > To fay a man be- 
comes a Preacher, when he modeſtly 
reproveth another for his ſins, or cha- 
ritably exhorteth him in order to his 
lalvation , or giveth any neceflary 
plain infiruQtion to his family, for 
whom he mult give account ? Beheve 
i, it will be a poor excuſe to any man, 
that becomes an enemy to the dilj- 
gence of a Saint, that he could thu 
clhak bis malice, and cloath a Saint 
with the vizor of an Hypccrite, and 
Qs rags of any ediow Se. ; 
| 
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If the Phariſees were to be believed, 
it was mot they, but Cbrift that was 
the Hypocrite : nor was it the Son of 
God, but an Enemy ro Ceſar, and a 
Blafphemer that they put 10 death. But 
will not Chritt kxow bu ſheep, though 
he tind thcm tors in a wolfs skin ? You 
fay it is turbulent Preciſiens that you 
firike; but what if Chriſt find but 
one of the leaft of bis Brethren bleeding 
by it? It 1s but Hypocrates or Schiſma- 
ticks that you reproach 3 but if Chriſt 
find an bumble ſerious Chriftian ſuffer- 
ing by your abuſe, and you to an- 
ſwer it, 1 would not be in your coats 
for all che greatneſs and honour that 
you ſhall have before your everlatimg 
ſhame. If Tertulus accuſe a peſtilent 
fellow, and « mover of ſedition , and 


Chrift find an boly laboriow Apoftle in 
bonds end ſuffering by it, it is not his 
names that will excuſe him, and make 
an Apoſtle, or perſecution to be another 
thing. 
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return tothe endangered flocks : 
kt upward firs ,'- and thittk 
hear 'Hettben be' worch your Hs 
jout 2 L.59k downwards, and' thirik 
whether Exrth be wore worthy of it? 
lay up! your treaſures whete Wo 
wifi Jv for ever. If.chat b 
ns rape, and: flatter; arid ber oh 
pdt can: But! if it Be Hot Ber, 
Wane er then hearken' tb 
E and- lay'up for your 
rw in heaven, (hr Ark fr ler 
ver gle ſar Math 820,w. 
Wnd/\ipoii*tHe Peri theveylk 
fy," heat ety mnott6 hy ira Rat VA 
tmpt you f#om' # dfipent boly he. 
Vis a ſeriew buſſineſs; deal Rrionſly-m 
Ln and _ not leu A. or mRkrout'ds 
dts'6f'y YidraRcd 
Br —_— bf thern' will 
fretea#ro fobiribty Mid wiſdom, ' und 
\thdertake'_to prove thet' God froald 
'#t be Lovell and ferved, arid your ſat- 
iticn folrght 999 b « all - and a” 
G wit 
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with greater care and diligence than 


any carthly thing, procure me a (6+ 
ber conference with that, Man, and 


1nd | 


E 


bye | 
way 


ty whether I ſhall not prove his 
be a bcfoold feryant ob 

and a miſchievous — —_  (al- |6de 
vation, and his own, - O that we | If 
might have but ſober debates, inliead [lus 
of jeers and fcorns, and T4ilang, with [molt 
this ſort of , men !. How | wy 
ſhould weſhew you; that they g 
renounce the Scripture, and von 
Cbriftianity, and (if that be nothing 
with them) that they mult renounce 
God, and renounce right Reaſap, and 
ame themidycs , if they will.xc- 
naunce a boly, beavenly life, and blame 


Denil, \hol; 


them that make it their principal buf LE 
neſs in the world to prepare for :the |bull 
world to come. . (ow » 

_-But if they will not be intreated [word 
to ſuch a ſober conference, will you [ext 
chat hear them (if you carc,what |1 bv/ 
becomes of you ) but come to », [lips 


and hear what we can ſay for a bu 
life , belore _ heaxken. to then. 


_ 
ws, Ts 


than 
a (0+ 


, And 


imto 


", 
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ind let your fouls have fair play, 
nd ſh:w-that you have ſo much 
bre to your felves, as not to caft 
way {alvation at the derifion of a 
bal, before you have heard the other 


ir Gal- | ide, | 

t we | "If 1 make not good the firifteft 
illead [laws of God Almighty, againſt the 
with [not ſubti/ cavils of any of the n- 
ckly Ifruments of Satan, then tell me that 
my lfidels or Epicures are in the right. 
punce [Compare their words with the words 
thing [of God. Conſider well but that one 


ung ITexty 2 Pet. 3.11. and tell me whe- 


ther it ſuit with their opinions; | See- 
ar all theſe things muft be diſſolved, 
: manner a ougbt we 10 be 
of voly 


y a manner Conver ſation and 


| bullnef{ 3 looking for and bafting to the 


ing of tbe day of God ! } Did theſe 
_ but fink ito ara Nene the 
text time you heard any man reproach 
t bely, beevenly life, it would per- 
hips make you think of the words 
o Pax! to Fich another, Ads 13.10. 


(0 ful of af fubtitry and miſchief, 
G 3 $bou 
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thou childe of the Devil, thou enemy o 


all righteouſneſs, wilt thou wot ceaſe to |, 


pervert the right wayes of the Lord? 
And if Holineſs be evil ſpoken ot by 
them that never tried it, what wen- 
der ! Chyilt kath foretold us that it 
muſt be fo, Matth, 5. 11, 12. Bled 


ere ye when men ſhall revile you, and |; 


perſecute you, and ſay all manner of evil 
rent yau « fa jor my ſake, ' Rojyce 
.niad be exceeding glad, for great 3s Your 
reward in Heaven : for fo prrfecuiel 
they the Propbets which 'were biſar 
you. | John 15. 19,20, | If yewar of 
- world,the world would love ou own : 
| auſet ye are mot of the world, 
= bave- choſen you out of the moths, 
"therefore the. world batetb you, &#c.] 


_ Pet. 4-445, 14- They think i fitange 
bat ye Tun not withthem to the _ 


: a of riot, Peaking vvil of: you, hy 
pry to -bint that (15: r04dy 

why the gick and _— ext Y» 

be! reprogcbed for the name of 
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by evil \fpoken of, but ou your part be 
s glorified; | Sewece; himſelf oft tel+ 
kth us, that among the Heathex, 
Vartue was a derifion, fo far is the 

ure of. man degenerated, The 
quetion 13 nat what -you are called os 


{&# Ode, but what you are. [ Tatu 
* | tupſumn confiders (inquit Sen.) non qua+ 


by fis aliis credas , Plerungque bon in- 
ti & inertes vocantur, Maibi contin- 
{4 tte deriſm : Afquo anime Andie 
mds ſunt imperitqtun.- convitie> O& 
6d honeſt vadendi vontewnendia; oft ifte 
ana pris, *] that is 1h Tuwardly con- 
ſider of thy ſelf, gd judge not what 


* | thu ars by the words of others ; For 


the woſt pert Good men ave called fools 
-# dullargs : .' Let my be: ſo derided- 
be reproaches. of tbe. ignarant ( or Wk 
t{ful) muſt be patiently beard; aud 
ths contempt of one that folowetb 
vertue, muſt be contemned, |.,Yca it 
s the higheſt honoux to be :cpntent 
t9 be accounted bad, that we. may 
wt be ſo; and the-greatelt trial whe 
ther we be indeed ſincere, to be put 
(3 3 to 
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to it, to be either accounted Hypocriter, 
or tobe ſuch, Mcthinks I'car ſcarce 
too oft recite that excellent ſaying of 
Seneca, Epift. 92, Nemo plW videtur 
eſtimare virtutem, nemo magh ill eff 
devetns, quans qui boi vir famamypiy. 
didit, no conſcientiemperderet; \that is; 
{ No 'man ſeems to ſet a bigher price 
wvertue ; no meanſeems tobe more devoted | 
foit, than be that bath loft the reputa- 
ration of bring « good man, left be fol 
boſe bis conſcience. þ 
But perbaps you'll ask, May nt « 
men be rigbteow overmuch ? as is inti- 
mated, Ecclef. 7.16. | 
I anſwer, It is making 4 mans ſelf 
overwiſe- or #igbteow, that is there re- 
proved. And no doubt but, 1. Many 
Fake onthe, or make tbemſelves more 
wiſe and righteous than they art 
that is, are Bypicrices, 2. As Righte- 
ouſneſs is taken materially and in com- 
mon eſtimation, ſo a man may be # 


 vighteow, He may be too rigerow; 


which is called Jaftice, and too 
much in grief, or fear, or nn 
an 


"Her, 
ſcarce 


ng of 
Idetuy 
b; eſſe 
T0 
at is; 
Ce 01 
wred 


way 


of 4 
inti- 


fe 
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any 
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ind too much- in- any - outward aq 
thae-goeth under the name of duty, 
Bit it is not then truly and formal+ 
ly dity and rigbteouſneſs, but ſix. 
ks'to fuft to the dilabling the body 
ft Gods ſervice. To'pray when we 
ould + bear ; To beer: when we 
hould'be'about ſome greater wark 
of Mercy or neceffity : To negleR our 
miward - labour and calling on pre. 
lined of Religion © To (et up ſacrifice 
maſt” or brfere MmrFcy'2 | To forriwp 
whit® we fhobld rejoycs T5 med tart, 
and\feer, and*grieve, beyond what 
the'bram 'can'beer, till it 'diftract us : 
This is called; bring righteous overmuch : 
Ai" alſb ito: wake wn) Religion cf 
dur / 0)4) Inventions; tid to overde 
with #4I-warſpip and: the” rykditions 
of-men ,'as the Phariſees and Pi- 
piſs. But indeed this is not Righre- 
wſneſs, but” fin 2 To be formally over. 
muth right ecus, is a contradiftion, and 
impaſſible;'For to go beyond 'the Rule 
is urrighreouſneſc :- And to do tv 
wich , 1s to go beyond the Rule. 
G 4 Ualeſs 


( 128. ) 
Nolcls you dare; imagines that Gag 


hath exrcd,. and \the| Rule wt delk ris || 


over:ltric, and the Lewis umights 
ous : But then. bow ſhall God. judge 
tbe world 2 faith the; Apolile,, Rom. 
3,. 6.  Shall-net- the. Fudge. of all thy 
world do, righteoufly? Gen 18;, 2% 
N. y _ en ſhould ——_— nk 
na.1s tinfre- 3 naw: 
Wicked to. Gand 


but Ignorance or 


up againlt thy (predy diigeticad Away . 


then with thy: deleys-aud ſect 
- If chou. wilt Gave GodomPith, all 
might, let it þe ſeen. bf thou, wilt bc 
a Chriftien indeed, let deeds daciargit. 
Cbriftienny is not a dead Qpinian,'Tt 
really thou Jive in;/heap<.of heeven, 
ſuch hopcy will raake thea flir-forahe 
attainment,!; Why fiandei-tbauiigle, 
when thou art born for work, -and 
all thy facultics are. given thee-/for 
work, and. thou art .Redeemed.tor 
vor k, 2.(for. Evangelice! morky). Ththou 
be; ſaxtrfied, thoy hyg. the: Shane 
Chyift, 4quichning Working: prina- 
plc. within thee, which way > 
thou 


—W__ 
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thou look, but: thou may(t fee that 
which would ſhame a. iloathfull foul, 
add fire a cold and frozen heart, and 
call thee -up to a ſpeedy: induſtry.? 


| what  quickeving, words; thale. thou 


inde in> Scrapture, it thou wilt bur. 
bring thy heart thither as one that is 
willing to be quickened ? what power- 
full, commands, what promiſes, what: 
threat nings, what boly examples oftrtx-. 


{| ceeding diligence of ;Chritt and/his 


apoſtles ? See how the Godly about 
thee are at work, though the world 

e them and deride them | how 
arreſtly they pray! how +carefwly 
they walk ! how fadly they complain! 
that. chey: are wo Fetter |; And haſtebou 
yt-an immortal ſoul to fave or ſe 
well as they f Sce what a fiir the 


| pod ambitions pexlon- makes:for leſs 


than nothing? what'a Ric the $ours. 
ws and : the volypiyons - Dake :hor a 
fwcttued draught of mortal pbyſon ? 


| And ſhall we be jdle that are engaged 


or . Heeven# Is it- reaſon - that we 


hauld do lefs for God and our.ſelve- 
G 5 tion, 


(130 ) : 
tion, than tbey do for finful pleaſure to 
dammation ?- You cannot mock them 


out of their Pride or Covetouſneſs ; het 


And ſhall w 4 mock, thee out of thy 
Religion, and thy bopes of beaven ? 
All the -commands, and promiſes, 
and threatnings of God , the mog 
powerful preaching, that, as it were 
fets open Heaven and Hell to them, 
doth not prevail with flcſhly men, 


to. leave the moſt ſordid and: un. | 


manly Gn; And ſhall che words or 
frowns of creeping duſt prevail with 
thee againk the work for which thou 
hveſt-m the world , when thou haſt 
ſtill at band unenſwerable © arguments 
from/God, from thy ſelf, from Heaven 
ahd Hell, to pit thee on ?- Were it 
bue for thy &ife , er the life of thy 
children, friend, yea or enemy, orfor 
the of © firc is thy houſe, 
er athe'Town, wouldſti thou not 
flir and do thy bet > And wilt thou 
be idle when eternal life lies on it? 


Ler Satan ibaw! againſt thee by his * 


mfiruments, Let fenſleſs _ 
ty 


= S532 T2 


| 
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lt awhile of they know not what, 

ill God have made them change 
ir. note, Let what will be che 


y | cn{quent to thy fleſh. Theſe are 


not matters for a man much to. ob- 
ſerve , that is engaged for an end- 
lf biſe O what are theſe to the 
s that thou art called to proſe- 
cate ! Hold on then Chriſtians in the 
work that you . have begun. Do it 
MMudent ly, and do it univerſally. Take 
it together, both works of Piety, Juftice, 
and Charity : But do it Now with- 
out delay, and do it ſeriouſly with 
your might. I 'know not what cloud 
of darkngſ$ - hath {cized, on thoſe 


mehs' minds that ſp inſt this 
"what deadly, Ho Wh os, 
dn, hy hearts, that hath ſo benum- 


tied "and 'unmanned them. , For my 


Pre, qd Ling oe 


fittie; and hate not TM 3 wholly; le 
in bark world yet when have the 
hts of the great - ever- 
equents cf my work, 


ft & 
ing, © 
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and of the uncertainty. and, ſhortags 
of thy Titve, '1 am even; amized” to 
think that my heart can be 0 flow 
and ſenſlcls, as to do no re in ſuch 
& caſe: The Lord knows, and. .my 
accitting, wounded Coo Coafcienc knows, 
that ty (1) athfane(s is (o muth thy 
ſhame and admiration , that ] am 
aftoniſtied' to think that my. Rrſoly- 
tions are no ſtronger, wy « F-Gions no 


kvelier, and. my labour' 64 dilig ence | 


T0 preater.”” when G m 
uh Foo Me bjs Of Þ the bod 
ger, and his wrath the ſpur,, and 
Heaven 0r Hel muſt be the iſſue, (0) 
what Hives hold all gf js hve, that 


things'bf* ch uylps able. c 

GE, Fe ae Fen bw 

Ler ho wh ſþca 
& 

=o RO þ 


61 know” 
profie the* A tte; ry 
proportion with , tus jew 
7 they thn in; his Adis bo bt, 
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accepted. jn the Lord our Righteouf- 
heſs, and perfumed by the odour 
0! his merits. But I know they arc 
Neceſſary, and they arc ſweet, With- 
out the holy imployment of our fa- 
cultics,, this Life will be hut a burden 
01 a dream, and the Wext. an unexpreſ- 
hole miſery. O therefore that I. had 


more of the Love of; Gad, Ly cy 


ſou]. could get: bug ,neqzer; 
Ph Tftſier, move upwar "rel 
Wei \© that. I, e.of 
Bo Lite, and aGtivg diligence, 
which - e ſerpentine, Cainiſh nature 
dot bharr, we ; bi. had with 
$10 t han of. all apout. me, and 
ongh they made me a%thex. .PNGE 


Ke FI Meg; a i wat d the 


we 
gs de and 1 were gen at 


* buffeted by thoſe that do now, 
but a, aoech Might I neagly 


follow 


(134), -. 
fo!low Chriſt in hofineſs, why ſhould 
I) grudge to b:ar his Croſs, and to be 
uſed as he was uſed? Mat. 3 67. 
Luke 18. 32+ knowing that if we ſuf- 
fer with him, we ſhall alſo reign with 
bn! : and te ſufferings of this Preſent 
time are not worthy to be compared with 
Phe ploy which ſhall be revealed in ws; 
Rom: 8. 17, 18. 

If whed we have _ we are 
bue waprofirable ſeroahns; and muſt 
lay; we blrve dhe Dit odr aatty, Litke 
17.10. have' we not all more. need 
of monitots to*humble us for doing 
(much leſs than du duty,” fhay'to 
be reprehended*for beth g tao hin 
TT. > 0. tt 

1 4m (proteſt; chat i} iFno? aby 
works offuperetrogation, or hymane 
nvertion,fuperftition,or fel-appeint- 
mint thatT atn ng, but only: 
the” acturate obeying of the Laws of 
God , arid the' utmof "diligepce in 
ſuch obedience, for the obtaining 'of 
everlaſting life. Either God hath 
commanded theſe works of Holineſs, 
Juſtice, 
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tice, and Charity, or not. If he 
we m8, then 1 have done, and 
ficld the cauſe : It 1s only what be 
hath - commanded that' I plead for. 
0 that before you either ſjeak a- 
gainſt any Holy awry, or your (elves 
negle& it, you would but come th 
us, and 'ſoberly joyn in ſeartÞing rite 
Holy Scriptures , to ſee whether jt 
be required there or not 3, and refotve 
but/to obey itz if we prove'ir thence; 
ind if it be but a matter'of Hutmane 
impoſition, we leave you. to your 
ſelves, and ſhould delire that you 
may be much left to your liberty in 
ſuch- things 3 and' that you' place tbr 
too mach of 'your- Reltigi6n- therein, 
Bat if indeed it be Commended in the 
Word of God, 1 belcech you, as you 
are Chriſtians, and as you are Mer, 
remember that whenever You blame 
or ſcorn a holy: duty,-it is Gold bime- 
ſelf that you blame or ſcore. ' I it 
be naught , it is long of him that 
did commend it : The Subjed muſt 
obey 3; ſhould not ſuch worms as we 
[ obey 
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obey the,jinfnite God, that made us? 
It it be @ fault to obey, i& is a guty: to 
rebell, or diſehey ; and that -mult be 
becauſe that God hath no» eutboyity 
#0 Command, 'and that mull be becaule 
he #,»0t God, Sce whether you, bring 
your oppolation; to a boly life; And 
dare. you ſtand: to this? Dare you as 
openly, mock, God: for - makyvg thiſe 
firig, and boly Laws, as \you do- wen 
for obeying them ? None but a\prv+ 

Ielled Arheifi dare. 1 
Alas -Sirs, it is nothing but intexi» 
cating profperity, and ſenſual delights, 
apd zorld!y diverſions, -that turn your 
brains, ;3nd. leaye; you not the lobcr 
uſe of- Reaſon ;hat makes you (Ahiok 
well oLumgedly floathſultef, and makes 
you . think, ſo contemptuoully..or 
{olleſly of a heavenly life. 1 tell you 
{ and; .xemember. another day.;.that 
YQW :01d.: of 18) that thee 5 
not; the, þoldeb Infdd in the world, 
nor, the bittereſt enemy; to bolineſſ 10 
this Aﬀembly., / but: ſhoxthy would 
wiſh they .bad .rathes beet Saints in 
| rags, 
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162 Neithiall, theiſcomn and. cruelty 
that malice cananthe an_Ktuch; than 
t6-have braved it out in pride: and 
palantry , with the! negleR - of: the 
great! everjaſting , things. I tell you 
186an, there is not en ungodly wretdh 
that heareth.me, but cre long: would 
gitc!a world if-he were owner of a 
haly heant and hc, that he:had\[pent 
his days aww holy watchfull preparatt 
(6s. his. change,. whith-ho fperit 
Gr ghat which will deceive: hin ad 
larfa ke hun. Js Þb:s , wer V 20271 
'+ Methinks' I even fee how you will 
paſtonately rage againftryour ſelves, 
ind tear, your hearts with ſcl&-revenge, 
(af\ grace! prevent. yt not/by!:4-\more 
lafe yepentance:) when you think-rob 
te :-how you-'llived on earth, and 
what golden times of gxace you' loſt, 
and 'vibhed all that would not loſe 
them -as fooliſhly as you. - If-Repen- 
tanch unto ):ie tnade Pau (o cat him- 


felt fanlafh, diſebeduars , idecyindd,;1 wal 
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26111, ) you. . may: jmagine how 


tormenting 
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tormenting Repentance will make. you 
call your felves tooilate. | 

O Sirs, yon cannot now Conceive 
while you lit here "inhealth, nd 
eaſt, and hogour, © what: diff-rent 
thoagh's wilt then poſſeſs: you ofa 
holyand :an unholy life-!” 'How: tyad 
yoa will think them! that "had "but 
_ time of preparation for ttr- 

, and deſperately neglected it : 
rr how ſeafible- you will thew be 
of:the wiſdow.ob Bellewirs, chat kuw 
their Time, and uſed it while' they 
had it ! N»w wiſdom is juftified' of. all 
ber children : but then how fenfibly 
will. it be jultificd of all its exemies ! 
© with. what gripes will. undbne 
fouls look back owa life of mercy and 
,opportunitics, thay [baſcly 'underva- 
Juced , and ſlept away in dreaming 
idlenefs, and fooled away for _ 
of nought. 

The language of that Jenned rich 
man, Luk 36. may belp you in. your 
preaifions. O how you will wonder 
at your ſclves, that ever you _— 
0 
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þ blind and ſeriſJefs, as to be no mote 
iffeted with ' the warnibgs of the 
Lord, and with the forethoughts of 
everlaſting joy or miſery ! To have 
but One ſmall part of Time to do al 
that' ever muſt be doye by you for 
Eternity, and fay all that ever you muſt 
fey for your own 'or others ſouls , 
and that this was ſpent in worſe than 
nothing ! To have but One uncert ein 
We in which you muſt run' the race 
thit' wins or lofeth Heaven for eyer; 
ind that you ſhould be tempted by 
a thing of nought, to loſe that One 


irrecoverable opportunity , and to 
fie il, or run another way, when 
-you ſhould have been making  baſte 


With fl your Might! O firs, the 
thonghts of this will be other kind 


of thoughts another day than now 


you feel them; you cannot now 
think how the thoughts of this wall 


then af you! That you bed « 


Time in-which you might have Pray's, 
with promiſe of acceptance, and 


had not hearts to fake that time ! 
That 
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That Chriſt was offered;you; aswell 
as. he. was, offcxed them that enter. 
tained him ; that you were called on 
and. warn'd as well as they, but,oþ- 
ſiinately deſpiſed and negleRed all! 
That Life and Deaths. were Get, be- 
fore Jos and: the keexlaſting, jayes 
the che red, tg,your choice, againſt 
6 charms of fanfull Pleaſures, and 
you might bave freely, had them-if 
You would, and. were told that bo: 
lineſs was the .oply:way, 20d-thatck 
mpK be Naz or; Never, apd yet that 
choſe youx own deliryRion! 
you. thoughts . will be part. of. Hell 
to the ungodly. They will wander 
thay Reaſon could be. ſg unreaſongble; 
ang they that 'had the common wit 
mag.in other matters, (hould be 
fo far beſide themſelves in that which 
rs the only thing that it's commendz- 
ble to be wiſe, tor. that ch (attifh 


Reaſoning; (hgiyd prevail-with them' 


22ank t earch light, and nothing 
Qaguld be prefcrred before all things, 


and arguments fercht from cbaff and 
Yo dung, 
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etnies ro God; and t 
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ang; ſhould conquer thoſe that were 
ſetcht from Heaven? © 'what heart- 
tenting thoughts will theſe be, when 
Bierany (hall aFord thetn leifure for 
an impartial review ! 'Yea that they 
ſhould deceive others alſo with fuch 
k groſs deceit, and ſcorn at gll that 
would 'not be as mad as they : that 
bting drunken with the worlds de- 
Wion:, they* (hdutd * abuſe all thi 

wete truly fober; 'that'te one thing 
wedſul, thould ſeem'tothtm'a wet 

iff thing! That their tongues ſhould 
pad for theſe delafions of their wic- 
ke& hearts, and they thowld' be' che» 
diks-t0 thoſe thar Whit nor" Be 
thee felves, 
1hd* caſt away their Titne aid Souls 
wthey did ! They will z#Wder with 
Ri-mdignation, what cold bewitch 
thaw ifto fo Sreat UindeafoniaMietibÞs, 
KViow # man, apainit-the ught' 14- 
Wee, is well as of ſuperharural feve- 

%-S | 

' Honourable and' bdloved Heaters, 
Ibeſerch you do'hor take if illthat1 
_ | ſpeak 
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(peak fo much of theſe matte:s that 
are ( unplcalant and unwelcome 
to unbclieving, careleſs, carnal hearts ; 
Ie is that 1, may- prevent all -cthig 
in time, by the awakenings of. true 
Repentance : And O that this\might 
be the ſucccls | That I might hear 
by yohr penitent Confeſſions , and 
ſee by your univerſal ſpeedy refor- 
mation ; that God | hath, fo great 
Mercy for you, and. that theſe per- 
{waſtons might be the means of 6 
much happineſs to you , and 'com- 
fort unto mc ! However this Aſſem- 
bly ſhall be witneſſes that you were 
warned : and Ceyſcience ſhall be wit- 
nels, that if you waſte the reſt of 
your dayecs in the pleaſures and vant 
ties of this deccictull world, it ws 
not” becauſe you cmd bave no beter, 
and were not called to higher, things. 
"That if you yet fand idle, it is nat 
uſe you could not be bired. . For 

in the name of Chriſt 1 have called 
you into his vineyard, and told you 
of your work and wages, aud ſham'd 
your 
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:.,2y-.n0 langer.! O. fipw 
pleaſe God, and comfort us, and ſave 
yrtaghin by Reſolving that this ſholl 
e #be day: and. faitbfuly perſorming 
of, this , your Reſolutips , Up, and. be 
ting.: Believe, Repent, Achre, Qhcy, 
md; do all this with all your Migbz. 
Love him that you muſt Love for 


 } ep 


it 6rft with all your! Might ; 
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Efort | conclude, [* ave: two 
'theſſages' yet" 10! deliver +6-the 
fervints' of the Lordi The Obes 
of Encontagement : 2 The Other of Dk 
redwon. 
know that many of you ow 4 
threefold" trouble; which 'requirethi' a 
rivers comfort wnll enedttrigemetit.! 
Ont hs, \tlvat you biave dome: fo-Tinvke 
w your work; bue 16 (much? 
your fime alrea : Another 1, "that 
Io are pg oppoſe and binderbd.* *Mnd 
Chg of Al is, that" Yiu ſv yet 
hey el fy >Phſe citre of "(hid 
#blt" be - > matter of the 
; 3] t.: gvod 
: bony. For the fiſt: That you: have 
Toft: your Fine, 'muſt be! the- mitt 
out {hiker > But that wl'%; 
loft, b before yo? Re Your'fih! 
- Sary'{ birt! yet mt {ficnce attd 
'oy®of the '\aattriding you, 
and continuing con hope ; this 's 
the matter of your comfort and encou- 
241.4 ragement, 


$42 4 nbd 2 


te 
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rgement, Repent therefore that yo!t 
came no ſooner home: But rejzyce 
that-you are come home at /aft : and 
109. \be more diligent in redeeming 
 zime, 1n remembzance of «the 
ne already loft : And though it mult 
lhe your erief; that your Maſter 
hath been deprived of ſo much of 
lis (exvice, and others of ſo much 
od, which you ſhould have done 
4 and that time is loſi that can- 
wot be xc&alled 3 yetit 15 your Comfort, 
hat your own Reward may be cqual 
nththem that have born the burthen 
nd heat of the day : For many that are 
&# (in,the time of their coming in) 
fall befarſt (in receiving the reward, ) 
This.1s.the meaning of that Parable in 
Ma. 20. which was (poken to en- 
durage them that had tivod out toy 
ng, and to, rebuke the envy aud 
bigh expeRations of'\.them. that ame 
n ſooner : ' and it is no! whit cons 
nds iRory tothole pailages in Mgt. 
ts, which intimate a different de- 
free of Glory to be given to them that 
H have 


( 146) 
have dferent degrees of grace upon 
their induſtrious improvement. The 
one Parable, Mat, 20. ſhews that my, | 
ſhall not he rewarded differently for 
their longer or ſhorter continuance' in 
the work,, but that thoſe that came 
in late, and yet are found with «qual 
holineſs, ſhall be reward: d equally 
with .the firſt: And more, if. their 
holineſs be more, which the ſecou 
Parable exprefleth , declaring Gods 
purpole to give them the greateſt giv- 
ry, that bave improved their boline(; 
30 the greateſt meaſure. O there: 
fore that the fenſc of your former 
unkindnets might provoke you the 
more reſolvedly to give up your (elves 
in fervent love, and full obedience! 
and then you will hnd that your Tame 
# redeemed, though it cannot bere- 
called; and that Mercy hath ſccured 
your full xeward. O-what an nn- 
tpeakable Mercy 1s this ! 'that if yet 
you will devote your (clves entirely 
ro Chriſt, and ſerve him with your 


might,the little time that yet —_ 
c 
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ke Will take it as if you had come in 
it the firſt hour of the day ! 

2. And as for the Oppoſition and 
binderances in your way , they are 
ao other than what-your Lord tore 
told. He hath gone before you, and 
conquered much more than ever 
u- will encounter from without , 
(though he had not a body of (in 
to conquer - and in that reſpect the 
onquelt of his Spirit in his wembery, 
hath the prcheminence of his per» 
ſm! conqueſt.) He hath bid you Be 
f good chear , becauſe he. hath Qs 
wrcome +be world, If you will not 
nke up your croſs and follow: hirm, 
jou cannot be his Difciples)' F cbr 16. 
13- Luk? 14, 27,33- Would yowbt 
ſwldiers on condition you 12y "wo! 
fight ; or fight, and yet have no Opyo- 
ſion ? Follow the Captain of your 
klvation, It mocking, or buffering, 
& "(pitting in his face, or hanging, 
tim upon a Croſs, or piercing .hp 
ide, would have made him Five 
up. the work of your Redemption, 
| H 2 You 
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Efort I conclude, co lane: two 


theſſages' yet'16' deliver - 6-thi 
ants' of the Lord's: "The" !O#ts 


and Y 'Vy 


fer 
of Encontagement : ; The Otber of Dk 
rethion. 

I'know that many of you hve a 
threefold* trouble; which 'requireth' a 


Rvefels comfort wn 


cy ems 
Ons, thi 


Ju have time fo-Yirvls 
v5 your work;/:bur 46 md 
your fime alrea Another 1s, ' 
yur re cagy: ind binder 


> *And 

th of Al is, that" Yiu fv yet 
OT: o 22h citre &f hich 

talt" be: matter of. "rfiy 

Ws, -* 3] "My 1 .: gvod 
1-04, iForithe fff: - Thar you tht 
(oft  your- Tint, 'imuft be! the mitt 
out Few ih br om - But'thatwl 4; 
loft, b bufdris yo Re Yorur ih thi 
Shay bit' yet we {ficnct artd ther- 
cy*of the ate 'abttriding you, 
pu continuing your hope z this's 
the matter of your comfort and encou- 
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rgement. Repent therefore that yo!t 
came no ſooner home: But rejzyce 
that-you are come home at /aft ; and 
09. 'be more diligent in redeeming 

ime, In remembzance of «the 
ine eſready loft ; And though it mult 
he your grief, that your Maſter 
hath been deprived of (o much of 
bis ſervice , and others of ſo much 
yo0d which you ſhould have done 


he,” and that time 1s loſi that can+- 
wt be xcgalled; yet it 15 your comfort, 
hat your own Reward may be cqual 
nth them that have born the burthen 
nd heat of the day : For many that are 
# (inthe time of their coming in) 
fl be farit (in receiving the reward, ) 
This.1s-the meaning of that Parable in 
Ma, 20.. which was (poken to en- 
durage them that had livod out ton 
ang, and to. rebuke the envy aud 
bigh expeRations of\.them. that came 
"ſooner : | and it is no! whit tons 
ontradicory to thoſe pailages in Mgt. 
is, which intimate a different de- 
fee of Glory to be: given to then that 

H have 
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have dfferent degrees of grace upon 


their induſtrious improvernent. The 


one Parable, Mat, 20. ſhews that my 1 2: 


ſhall not he rewarded differently for 
their longer or ſhorter continuance in 
the work, but that thoſe that came 
in late, and yet are found with «qual 
holineſs, ſhall be reward:d equally 
with the firſt: And more, if their 
holineſs be more, which the ſecoul 
Parable exprefleth , declaring Gods 
purpoſe to give them the preateſt g{s- 
ry, that bave improved their bolineſs 
t0 the preateſt meaſure, O there 
fore that the ſenſe of your former 
unkindnefs might provoke you the 
more reſolvedly to give up your (elves 
in fervent love, and full-obedience! 


and then you will hnd that your Tame [(u 


# redeemed, though it cannot bere- 
called; and that Mercy hath ſecured 
your full xeward. O-what an an- 
tpeakable Mercy 15 this / *that if yet 
you will devote your (clves entirely 
ro Chriſt, and ſerve him with your 


might,the little time that yet "one 
c 


i 
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ke Will take it as if you had come in 
it the firſt hour of -the day ! 

2. And as for the Oppoſiion and 
binderances in your way , they are 
ao other than what your Lord tore« 


| |iold. He hath gone before you, and 


conquered much more: than ever 
u will encounter from without, 
(though he had not a body of lin 
to conquer and in that reſpect the 
wnquelt of his Spirit in his wembery, 
hath the preheminence of his per» 
ſmo! conqueſt.) He hath bid you Be 
f good chear , becauſe he. hath Qs 
wrcome +be world, If you will not 
nke up your croſs and follow: him, 
jou cannot be his Diſciples)! Foby 16. 


* [33+ Luke 14, 27,33- Would yowbt 


{uldiers on condition you may "mos 
fight; or fight, and yet have no Opyo- 
ſion ? Follow the Captain of your 
klvation, If mocking, or buffering, 
& "(pitting in his face, or hanging, 
tim upon a Croſs, or piercing .hs 
bde, would have made him give 
up. the work of your Redemption, 
H 2 You 
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you had bcen left to u'ter deſperati- 
on, The oppotition that is conguer. 
able, (hould ſerve but to excite your 
courage and reſolution, 1n a cale of 
fuch Neceſſity , where you wt pre- 
bail, or periſh, Have you God him« 
 felf on your tide, Row. 8.31. and 
Chritt- your Captain, and the Spirit 
of Chritt to give you courage, and 
the promule to invite you, and Hea- 
ven before you, and Hell behind you, 
and the examples ct (ich an Army 
of conquering believers : And ſhall 
the ſcoras or threats of a crawling 
worm prevail againft all theſe for 
your dilcouragement ?. You are not 
#fraid I: any wan ſhould: pull down 
the Swn, or dry up” the Sea, or 
overturn the Earth: And are you 
afraid that man ſhould conguer God ? 
Rom. 8. 37. or take you out of the 
hands of Chriſt? Febn 10. 28, 39. 
Mark how thcy uſed David, Ptal. 
56. '3, 44 5z 6» Every day they wreſt 
my words: all their thoughts are againſt 
me fr evil: They gather themſclucs 
fo» 
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together : they hide themſelves: -thay 
mark my ſteps when they wait ſur my 
ſoul, þ Bute what, did he therefore fean, 
or fly from God? No, [What time 
[ am afraid, 1 will truſt in thees, Is 
God will I praiſe hs word; In God bave 
I put my truſt; I will wot fear what 
flaſh can do unto me, ] Ifa. 51. 7, 8. 
Hearken to me ye that know righte- 
ouſneſs, the people in whoſe beart is 
my Law; Fear ye not-the reproach 
of, men, neither be ye aſraid of their re- 
vilings > For the moth ſhall eat them up 
like a garment, and the worm ſhall 
eat them like wool: but my righteouſ- 
wſi ſhall be for ever, and my ſalvati- 
0n- from generation 10 generation. | You 
deſerve to be ſhut out of Heaven, of 
you will not bear the breath, ofa fools 
derifjon for it. 

3. Bt (laith the (clf-acculing ſoul} 
I am convinced that I ought tobe labors- 
ow for my ſalvation, and that all this is 


too latt le that Ican do 3 but I am dull, 
and cold, and negligent in all: I ans 
far from doing it with my Might : 
H 3 I bear 
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7 hear, and read, and pray, as if 1 didit 
not, and as if 1 were half aſleep , or my 
heart were away upon ſomewhat elſe. | 
ſear I am but alezy Hypocrire. ] 

Anſw. I ſhall firſt ſpeak co thy 
Doubt, and then to DireR thee againſ} 
thy fin. 

And firſt, you muſt be reſolved 
whether your' ſoath be ſuch as is 
Predominant , or Mbrtificd : ſuch as 
proveth that you are Dead in fin: 
or only fuch as proveth you bur” d> 
ſeeſed and infirm. 

And\to know this, you muſt dj- 
iinguiſh. 1. Between the dulnefs and 
coldueſs of the AﬀeGlions, and the 
Unreſolvedeneſs and Diſobedience of the , 
fou]. 2, Between a ſl2athfulneſs that 
keepeth men from &« godly life in a 
life of wickedneſs : and that which 
only keepeth them from ſome perti- 
cular aft of duty, or abateth the dr 
gree of cheir fincere aff. ion and obe- 
dence. 3. Betwcen that floath that is 
the viciows habit of the Will ; and that 
which is the effed? of age, or fickaeſs, 

or 


| if the 
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or welancholy, or other diltemper of 
the body. 

And fo the caſe lieth plain before 

. 1. If it benot only your Af- 
ſeftions that are dull, but your Will 
through ſloath is warefolved; and this 
nvt only in a temptation to the abate- 
ment of forme' Degrees, and the neg_- 
k& of ſome particular Duty, but 
wainlt a Holy life, and againſt the 
forſuking of your reigning ſiu z, and this 
bb noconly through ſome bodily di- 
felaper , difabling your Reaſon, but 
from 'the vicious Habit of your Wills : 
thewis your ſhath a Mortal ſign, and 
proves you in a graceleſ(s ſtate ; But 
fath. which you complain of, 
be only the dulneſs of your Aﬀe@ions, 
and the backwardneſs of your wills 
to forme bigh degrees, or particular 
Duties, and the effe& of ſome bodi- 
hy diſtemper, or the weakneſs of your 


ſpiritua] life, while your Wills are 


Hebitually reſolved ſor ' God and « 
Holy life , againſt a worldly fleſhly 
life ; This is your infirmity, and a {tn 
H 4 to 


» 
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to be lamented, but not-a mark »»f 
death and pracclefneſs, 


' You will have a backward ſbath. : 


ful heart to firive with while you 
live. But bleſs God that: you are 
(Fenacd with it, and would fain be de- 
livcred from it. This was Pais evi- 
dence, Rom. 7. 24. You will bare 
fleſh, and fl:ſb will plead for its in- 
cercf}, and will be ſtriving againſt the 
Spirit 3 But bleſs God that you hyve 
alſo the Spirit to firive againſt the 
f.(h. Be thankful that you bave Life 
$ feel your fickneſs, though you lan- 
guiſh uader it, and cannot work 8 
healthful men 3 And that you axe in 
the way to heaven, though you [go 
not fo faſt as you ſhould and 
would, 

2, But yet, though you bave Life, 
it is fo grievous to be diſeaſed, and 
languiſÞ under ſuch an Infirmity as 
ſloath, that I adviſe you to {rr up 
your (clves ta the utmoſt, 2nd give 
not way to alazy temper ;. and that 


you may ſerve the Lord with all your 
Might, 
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Might, I recommend theſe few Dy- 
.retizons to your obſervation. 

' Dire, 1. When you would: be 
quickened up to f(erioutneſs and dil - 


gence, bave ready at band ſuch qhick- 


ning Conſiderations 4s are bere beſore 
propounded to you, and ſet them befgre 
you, and labour to work them upon your 
bearts. Powerful truths would have 
ſome power upon your fouls, 1f you 
will but ſoberly apply your reaſon to 
them,and plead them with your {clves, 
as you would do wi:h another in 
any. of your Reproofs or Exhotati- 
ons. 10/8 

DireR. 2. Take heed leſt any wor 

ly deſign or intereſt, or any luſt or ſen» 
ſual delight, divert. your minds from 
Ged and duty. For all the powers of 
your foul will languiſh,. when you 
hauld fee, chem on; work an ſpiritud 
things, and yonr- hearts. will þ: 4+ 
broad, when you ſhould be -wholly 
taken .up with God, if onse , they be 
entangled with worldly things. Watch 
therefore over them in your Callimgs, 

| H 5 «(i 
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tlt the creature (teal too deep into 
your aftcCtions; For if you be alive 
ro the world, you will be 1n that mea. 
ſure dead to God, 

DireR. 3. If it Je poſſible, live under 
a lively Miniſtry, that when your hearts 
go Cold and dull unto the Aſſemblies, 
they may come warm and quickened 
bome, Life cheriſheth life, as fire 
kindleth fire. The Word and Or- 
dinances of God are quick, powerful, 
and ſharper than any two edged 
{word, picrcing evcn to the diviging 
alunder of foul and ſpirit, and is a 
diſcerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the hearts, Heb4.12. And there- 
fore it mzy do much to make you 
feel. Many a thouſand hath it prick- 
ed 'at the heart, and ſent them home 
 vlive,that before were dead, AtGis 2.37. 
Much more may you expcR, that « 
ſhould: excite the principles which 
you have already. | 

Dire. 4. If it may be, converſe 
with lively, aftive, ftirring Chriftians : 
But eſpecially hayc one ſ«cÞ for a 
boſome 
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Wome friend, that will warm you 
when you are cold, and help to awake 
you when you drop aſkep, and will 
not comply with you in a declining, 
lazy, and unprofitable coure, Eele/,,.. 
9, 10,11, 12. Two are better than one, 
kcanſe they have a good reward for 
their labour : For of they: fall, the one 
wil lift up hs fellow; But wo to bim 
thet #4 alone When be falleth ; for be 
heath not anther to help bim up, 
Again, if two lie together, then they 
beve heat ;, but how Can. one al:ne be 
warm f And if one prevail againſt-- 
bi, two ſpall. witbſtand bim; and a 
threefold cord 4 wot quickly broken. 

DixeR.5. Put aot away from ' you 
the day of dearth. Look mot for long 
life, It is the: Life to come that mult 
be the Liſe of all your duties here : 
ud diftant. things do loſe their force. 
ſt Death, and Judgement, and 
Eternal Lite , contunually as weer & 
band : Live in a wa expeRati- 


on of your change : Doall as dying 
ing to receive the 
Fecom- 


meu, and as pa 


[ 
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recompence of endlc(s joy or woe; 
and this will quicken you. To this 
end, 40) often to the Houſe of Moury- 
ing,and be not unſeaſonably or imme 
derately in the houle of' Mirth, 


When you obſerve what is the end 


of-all men, the heart wil] be made 
better by it, Eccleſ. 5. 2, 3, 4,5, 6. 
But exccls of carnal mirth doth m- 
fatuate men, and defiroy their wiſ- 
dom, fcriouſneſs, and ſ{briety. Keep 
always a fenſe of the brevity of life, 
and 'of the 'preciouſnefs of Time, 
-and remember that its poſting on 
-whitther you work or play: Methinks, 
if you forget any of the reſt, this ove 
-Confideration that we have iti hand, 
ſhould make you beſtiryou with your 
Might , that It muſt be now or Ne 
wer. 

I ſhall'ority 2dd 34 mecafut hav 
trons, left white we cirre! one Hſcife, 
we cauſe ahother (as knowing that 
corrupted nature is uſed to run from 
EXtroem into eXtream. ) | 


- . 
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1+ Defire and labour more for ax 
bigh Eftimation of things ſpiritual, and 
eternal, and a fixed Riſolution, and an 
even aud diligent endeavour, tban for 
paſſionate feelings and affetiims, For 
theſe latter are more unconltant jn 
the belt , and depend much on the 
temper of the body, and are not of 
ſo great neceſſity as the fermer, though 
excellent in a jalt degree and ſeaſon. 
( For it's poſſible that paſſions even 
about good things may be too much; 
when Eſftimaticn, Keſ.luticn, and re- 
gular Endeav+.rs cannot.) 

2. Be ſuſpicics when you have the 
warmeſt and lwelyeſt Aﬀediwons , leſt 
your - judgements ſhould be perverted by 
following when they ſhould lead, It's 
very ' common for Z:al and ftroy 
Aﬀeftions, even to that which is goo 
to: occafion the miſtakes of the under- 
ſtanding, and mike men Jook. all- oz 
one- fide, and think they can never gy 
far enough from ſome. particular ſins, 
till ignorantly they are. carried mto 
lome perhaps as great on the other 


band, 
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band. Be warned by the fad experi- 
ence of theſe times, to ſulpeR your 
judgements in the fervour of your af- 
fettons. 
- And obſcrving theſe cautions, let 
nothing abate your Zeal and Dil:- 
gence; But whatever Duty 1s (ct be- 
tore you, Do it with your Might : for 
it muſt be Now or Never. 


_ — —— — Ce = 


Hough I know that the enmity 
to a holy heavenly life 1s ſo- radi- 
cated in corrupted nature , that all 
that I have faid is neceflary and too 
tes/yer ſome I know will think 
it (ixange that I ſhould intimate, 
that any that preach the Goſpel are 
guilty of any meaſure of this fin, 
and” will think that I intend by it 
to 'refle& 'upon ſome parties above 
the' reft, - But again I: profeſs, that it 
5 no party but the Devils party, 
and the ungodly party, that I mean. 
And it's hard if you will not be- 


lieye me concerning my own fenſc. 
Nor 


r 


Y 
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Nor is it my dclire that any of the 
odiouſnels of Schiſm, Scdition, Re- 
bellion, or Diſobedience to Autho- 
rity, ſhould be ſo much as diminiſh- 
ed by any mens profeſſion of Godli- 
nes. No, I b:fecch you, by how 
much the more godly you are, by 
ſo much the more detclt all theſe; 
Godline(s tendeth to ſhame and con- 
demn thele odious fins, and not to 
be a cloak for them or any extenua- 
tion : Nay, what can more aggravate 
them, than that they ſhould be found 
in the Profcflors of Godlincfs? I 
again profeſs that | have no defign 
but to plead for ſerzow diligence 1n 
the Religion which we arc all agreed 
in, and to liop the mouth of thoſe that 
wickedly (peak againſt if. 

But alas, it is too evident that I 
have too many to ſpeak to, that are 
not innocent : why elſe doth Scxi- 
pture tell us that fuch there will be 
(till to the end of the world ? and that 
there are ſome that preach Chritt 


te 


( 16d) 
to the bonds of the 2flicted ! Ang 
how came holy M. Bolton to find 
much work for theſe rebukes (o late. 
ly in his time, as in his Books you 
tind? And can we already for. 
get what abundance of Antinomiay 
Teachers were among, us, that turn- 
ed out the very doRrine of practical 
diligence, and cried it down as a 
ſetting up our {Ives and our own 
works, and as injurious to free grace, 
and under pretence of exalting Chriſt, 
did ſet up a heartlc(s, lifele(s doQtrine, 
that tended: (© turn out the life of 
Chriſtianity, and take men off their 
neceſſary diligence, as a legal .dange- 
rous thing ? 

And what Ordinance of God 'hath 
not been caſt out by Preachers them- 
ſelves upon Religious pretences, Fa- 
mily-duties, Catechiſing, Singing: of 
Pralms, Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, 
and which not? And if all theſe 
were- down, wherein ſhould the 
practice of Religion confift ? And 


what-abundance of Pamphlets had 
we 


- 


F 
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we'that laboured io make the Or:H0- 
dox fairhtull Minithy a very fcorn, 
and deride them for their faithfull 
krvice of God, and their faithfulnefs 
to their Sup:riors, in oppolition to 


| their unrighteous wayes ? I am loth 


to! blot my papers, and trouble your 
ears with the names of the Martin- 
mar-pricſts, and a multitude of ſuch 
others which I mean, 

Aad let no Papiſt, or any Enemy 
of our Church, reproach us, becauſe 
ſuch enemies to Holineſs. are found 
among us. Can it be expected 
that our Church ſhould be better 
than the Family of Adam, that had 
'2'Cain? Or of Noab, that had a 
(ham'? or of Chritt, that had a 
Judss ? And are there nor far more 


| 
| 


enemies to ſerious Godlineſs among 
the Papiſts themſelves z than among 
vs? One inſtance out of the Lite 
of Pbiliy Neri , the Father of the 
Oratorians,' I will put into the 
Preface, becauſe it is too long to 


be here inſerted. There is no place, 
X no 
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no rank of men in the world, -where 
fome of th: enemies of a Holy: life 
are not to be found, even amon 

thoſe that profeſs the ſame Religion 
in DoRrinals, with thoſe whom 
they oppoſe. Chriſt and” the Devil 
have their (evcral Armies; And if 
once the D-v1l disband his Sou'diers, 
and have none to oppolſc a holy life, 
then tell me chat it's a needleſs thing 
to' defend it and to 'confute tliem, 
Bat I am lifted under Chriſt, and 
will never. give: over pleading for 
him , till his adverſarics give over 
pleading againſt him, and his Cauſe, 
as long as he continueth my liberty 
and duty. And bleſſed be che Lord, 
that if an Hypocritical Preacher be 
found among us, that ſecretly or 
openly diſgraceth a diligent holy life, 
there are more able, holy, faithful! 
ones to confute him both by DoQtine 
and by their Lives, than zre to be 
found in any other Kingdom 1n the 
world proportionably , that ever | 
could hear of, Ard that the faithfull 
Diſciples 
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Diſciples arc ſo many, and the Judas's 
ſo few, how great a bleſling is it to 
this Land, and how great an honour 
to his Majcſties Gov. rnment and to 
the Church-in his Dominions! The 
Lord teach this finful Nation to be 
thankful, and pardon their ingrati- 
tude, and never deprive them of this 
forfeited mercy. The Lord teach 
them to hearken to the Friends, and 
not to the Enemics of Holineſs, and 
never to receive a wound at the heart 
of their Religion, however they hear 
their ſmaller differences about things 
circumſtantial. 

And now I ſhould conclude, I am 
lth to end, for fear leſt I have not yet 
prevailed with you; What are you 
now reſolved to do, from this day for- 
ward? It is work that we have been 
ſpeaking of, and neceſſary work, of 
endleſs conſequence, which muft be 
done, and quickly done, and through- 
ly done. Are you not convinced that 
it is ſo? that plowing and ſowing 
ae not more neceflary to your hat. 
veſt, 
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veſt, thanthe work of holine(s in this 
day of grace is neccflary to your (a 
vation? You are blinde it you fe 
not this: you are dead if you feel 
it not : what then will you do ? For 
Gods ſake, and for your owa'fke, 
ſtand -not dcmurring till time bs: 
gone. It is all that the Devil deſt- 
xeth, it he can but find you one 
thing or other to be thinking, and 
talking, and doing about, to keep you 
from this till time be gone; and 
then he will inſult over you, and 
then he that kept you from ſeeing 
and feeling, will help you to fee 
and” feel to your calamity : Then 
the Devil will make you feel that 
which Preachers couid not make 
you feel: and he will make you 
think of that, and lay it clofe enough 
to your hearts, which we could not 
get you to lay to heart. Now we 
ttudy and preach to you in hope; 
bue then (alas it breaks our hearts 
to think of jt ) we have done with 
you for ever, becauſc al} hope is gone- 
Then 
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Then the Devil may challenge a Mi- 
rilter [ Now do thy worſt to bring 
this thinner to repentance: Now 
call to him to conlider, and believe, 
and come to Chriſt, Now offer 
hit mercy, and intreat him to accept 
it; Now cry to him to take heed 
of lin and of temptations , that he 
come not to this place of torments : 
Now tell him of the beauty or ne+ 
cflity of holineſs, and. call upon 
him to turns and live: Now do 
thy worſt to reſcue him trom my 
power, and to fave his ſoul. | Alas 
poor finners ! will you ſtop your 
ars, and go or in tin, and damn 
your ſelves, and break our hearts to 
foreſce that day ! Muſt we fſce the 
Devil go away with ſuch a prey, and 
ſhall we not reſcue your captivated 
fouls, becauſe you will not hear, 
you will not (tir, you will not con- 
ſent! © hear the God of Heaven, 
if you will not hear us, who call- 
eth to you, Return, and live! Oh 
hear him that ſhed his blood for 
ſouls, 
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fouls, and tendreth you now (alvation 
by his blood ! O hear without any 
more delay, b.fore all is gone, and 
you are gone, and he that now de-. 
cciveth you, torment you ! Yet hold 
on a little longer in a carnal, earthly, 
unſanRihed fate, and it is too late to 
hope, or pray, or (trive for yourſak. 
vation 2: Yet alittle longer, and mer- 
cy will have.done with you for ever; 
and Chriſt will ncyer invite you 
more, nor never offer to cleanſe you 
by his blood, or ſanGihe you by his 
Spirit! Yet alittle longer, and you 
ſhall never hear a Sermon more, and 
never more be troubled with thoſe 
Preachers that were in good f(adneis 
with you, and longed once for your 
converlion and ſalvation ! O ſleepy 
dead-hearted finners, what ſhould 1 
do to ſhew you how near you ſtand 
to Eternity, and what is now doing 
in the World that you are going to, 
and how theſe things are thought on 
there! What ſhould 1 do to make 
you know how Time is valucd, _ 
41 
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Gn and holincts are clicemed in the 
world where you mult live for ever ! 
What ſhould I do to make you know 
thoſe things to day, which I will not 
thank you to know when you are 
gone hence! O that the Lord 'would 
op:n your eyes in time ! Could I but 


| make you know theſe things as Be- 


levers ſhould know them, I (ay not 
zs' thole that ſee them, nor yet as 
dreamers,' that do not regard them, 
bat as thoſe that believe that they- 
muſt ſhortly ſee them, what a joyfull 
hours work ſhould I eſteem this ? 
how happy would it be to you and 
me ! It every word were accompa- 
nied with tears! if I followed you 
home and b:gg'd your conlideration 
on my bare knees, or as a beggar 
beggs an alms at your doors : if this 
Sermon eoſt me as 'many cenſures or 
flanders as ever Sermon did, I ſhould 
not think it too dear, if I could but 
help you to (uch a fight of the things 
we ſpeak of, that you might truly 
underftand them as they are: that 
| you 
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you had but a true awakened appre- 
hention of the ſhortneſs of your day, 
of the nearncſs of eternity , and of 
the cndl.is coniequence of your pre» 
ſent work z and. what | holy labout 
and finfull loytering will be chought 
of in the world to come for ever ! 
Buc when we fee you fin, and trifle, 
and no more regard yaur cndlels life, 
and ſee ,alſlo what haſte your Time 
is making, and yet cannot make you. 
underſtand theſe things z when we 
know our (elves as ſure as we (peak 
to you, that you will ſhortly be aſto- 
niſhed at the review of your preſent 
ſloath and folly, and when we know 
that theſe matters are not thought 
of in another world, as they are 
among the ſleepy or the Bedlam: fin- 
ners here, and yet know not how 
to make you knu;w at, whom it doth 
ſo exceeding much concern, thi ama- 
zeth us, and alimolt breaks our hearts / 
Yea when we tell you of things that 
are paſt dowbt, and can be no further 


matter of controyerlic, then men have | 
lold 


( 169) 
their underſiandings,and betrayed 
their reaſon to their ſordid luſfts, and 
jet we cannot get reaſonable men to 
know that which they cannot chooſe 
hut know, to know that ferioufly and 
xaRically which alwayes hath a wit- 
neſs in their breaſts, and which none 
hut the profligate dare deny; I tell you 
inners, this, even this is worſe than 
4 priſon to us: It is you that are 
wr Perſecutors : .It's you that are 
the daily ſorrow of our hearts; It's 
you that diſappoint us of our hopes, 
nd make us loſe fo much of the la- 
our of our lives! And if all others 
lid as ſome do by us, alas, how fad 
in employment ſhould we have ? 
nd how little would it trouble us 
[to be. ſilenced and Jaid afide ! If we | 
were fick of the ambitious or cove- 
tous thirſt, we ſbould then fay that 
it is they that deny us wealth and 
honour that diſappoint us. But if 
we are Chriſtians, this -1s not out 
caſe, but it is che thirſt {after your" 
coayerfion and alvation/''which «© 


I kRcth 
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feReth us: and therefore it is you, 
even you that linger in your fins and 
delay repentance, and forget your 
home, and negle& your fouls, it is 
you that diſappoint us, and you that 
are our affliQers 3 and as much as yoy 
think you befriend us when yoy 
d our canſ(e againſt men of yios 
nce and rage, it is you that ſhall an. 
(wer for the loſs of our time, and 
labour, and hope, and for tbe grieving 
of your Teachers hearts. 

_— _ the devil and 
raging pallion may lay againſt a 
life, God and your own —_— 
ſhall be our witneſſes, that we 86 
fired nothing unreaſonable or un- 
neceflary at your hands. 1 know 
it is 'the maſter-piece of the Devils 
craft, when he cannot keep-all Reli- 
gion in conternpt, to- reiſc up a duſt 
of comroverlie in the World about 
Names, and Forimms, and Circum- 
Gances ia Religion, - that he may keep 
men butily:; tiriving about thele, 
while ;Rebgion.ic (elf 1s neglected 


via;t 4 or 
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or unknown; and that he may 
make men believe that they have 
ſome Religion, becauſe they are for 
one ſide or other in theſe contro- 
yerfies: and eſpecially that he may 
entice men to number the ſubſtan- 
tials of Religion it If among theſo 
leſſer doubtfull points , and make 
finners believe that it is but the 
preciſe opinion of one party *that 
they rejea, while they rejeR the (e- 
rious praQice of all true Religion. 
And ſo the Devil gets more by theſe 
petty quarrels and controverlies, oc- 
cafioned by contentious empty men, 
than he could have done by the 
open oppoſition of Intidels, Hea- 
thens, or the prophane: fo that nci- 


* | ther nor any man that opinionative 


men have a mind to quarrd with, can 
tell how to exhbrt'you to the very 
praftice of Chriſtianity” it (af, but you 
we prefently caſting your thoughts 
ppbn ſome points wherein we are 
reported ro difftcr from you, of re- 
clamors of malicious 
I 2 men, 
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men, that prejudice againſt the per. 
ſon of the (peaker, may keep your 
ſouls from profiting to falvation by 
the doQrine which even your (clyes 
profels. 

"If this be the caſe of any one of 
you, I do not mean your conſci- 
ences ſhall ſo ſcape the power or evi- 
dence of the truth. Doſt thou talk 
of our differences about forms and 
ceremonies? Alas man, what's that 
to the meſſage which we come about 
to thee? what's that to the buſineſs 
that we are preaching of ? The que- 
tion that I am putting to you, is 
not whether you will be for this 
form of Church-Govexnment or for 
that, for a ceremony or againſt it; 
but it is, whether you will hearken 
in time to God and Conſcience, 
and be as bulic to proyide for Hea- 
ven as ever you have been to pro» 
vide for Earth? and whether you 
will fer your fſclves to do the work 
that you are Created and Redeemed 


for? This is the buſinels that I am 
| ſent 


—_- 
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ſent to call you toy what fay you ? 
will you do it, and do it ferioully 
without delay ? you ſhall not beable 
to ſay, that I called you to a party, a 
{Qion, or ſome opinion of my own, 
or 1aid your falvation upon, ſome 
toubrfull controvertie. No finner, 
thy Conſcience ſhall have no ſuch 
ſhift for its deceit; It 1s godlineſs, 
ſerious and praQtical godlineſs that 
thou art called to. It is nothing but 
what all Chriſtians in the World, both 
Papifts, and Greeks, and Proteſtants, 
and all the partics among thoſe that 
are true Chriſtians, are agreed in the 
profeſſion of. That I may not leave 
thee m any darkneſs which I can de- 
liver thee from, Vle tell thee diſtin- 
ly, though ſuccinly, what it 15 that 


' thou art thus importuned to and tell 


me then whether it be that which any 

Chriſtian can make doubt of. 

1. That which I intreat of thee, is 

but to live as one that verily believerh 

there is a God ! and that this God 

is the Creator, the Lord, and Ruler 
" ny of 
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of the world : and that it is incom- 
parably more of our buſineſs to un- 
derſtand and obey his Laws, and as 
faithfull SubjeRs to be conformed to 
them, than to obſerve or be conform- 
ed to the Laws of man: And to live 
as men that do believe that this God 
15 Almighty, and the greateſt of 
men are leſs than crawling worms 
to him ; and that he is infinitely wiſe, 
and the wiſdom of man is fooliſh- 
nels to him and that he is infinite- 
ly good and amiable; and the beſt of 
creatures 1s dung and filth in com- 
pariſon of him : and that his love is 
the only felicity of man ; and that 
none are happy but thoſe that do 
enjoy It 3 and none that do enjoy it 
can be miſcrable :; and that riches, and 
honour, and flcſhly delights are bru- 
tiſh vanities in compari{@n of the 
eternal love of God. Live but as 
men that heartily believe all this, 
and I have that I come for; And is 
any cf this a matter of controver» 
tic or doubt ? not among Chriſtians 
I am 
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ſam (ure; not among wife men. 
ſt is no doubt to thoſe in Heaven, 
nor to thoſe in Hell, nor to thofe that 
ave [not loſt their underſtandings 
upon earth. Live then accoodeng to 
theſe Truths. 

2. Live as men that verily believe 
that mankind # fallen into fin and mi- 

? and that all men are corrupted, 
and under the condemnation of the 
Lw of God, till they are delivered, 
pardoned , reconciled to God, and 
made new creatures by a renewing, 
ſtoring, lanQifying change. Live 
but as men that believe that this cure 
muſt be wrought, and this great re- 
ſtoring change muſt be made upon 
your {clves, if it be not done already. 
Live as men that have (o great a 
| work to look affer; And 1s this a 
matter of any doubt or controver- 
he? ſure 1f 1s not to a Chriſtin : 
And methinks 1t ſhould not be to 
any man clſe that knoweth himſelf, 


any more than to a man m a Drop» 
lie, whether he be diſeaſed, when 


I 4 he. 
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he feels the thirſt and ſees the (well. 
ing. Did you but know what cures 
and changes are neceaſſarily to be 
made upon your diſeaſed miſerable 
ſouls, if you care what becomes of 
them, you would ſoon fee cauſe to 
look about you, 

3. Live but as men that verily 
believe that you are Redeemed bythe 
Son of God , who hath ſuffered for 
your fins, and brought you the tidings 
of pardon and Salvation , which 
you may have if, you will give up 
your ſelves to him who is the Phy- 
fician of ſouls, to be healed by him: 
Live as men that believe that the in- 
finite love of God revealed to loſt 


mankindgn the Redeemer, doth bind | 


us to love him with all our hearts, 
and ſerve him with all our reſtored 
faculties, and to work as thoſe that 
have the greateli thankfulne(s to ſhew, 
as well as the greatelt mercics to re- 
ceive, and milery to eſcape: and 
as thoſe that believe that if linners 
that without Chriſt had no _, 

a 
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hall now love their fins and. refuſe 
to leave them, and to repent and 
be converted, and unthanktully re- 
Kt the mercy of Salvation (o dear- 
ly bought,. and ſo freely offered 
them 3 their damnation will be dous 
bled as their tin 15- doubled. Live 
but as men that have ſuch Re- 
demption to admire, ſuch mercy to 
entertain , and ſuch a Salvation to 
attain , and” that are (ure they can 
never {cape: ilthey. continue to neg- 
let fo great Salvation, Heb. 2.3. 
And is there any controverhe among 
Chriſtians in any of this ? There 1s 
not certainly. 

4. Live but as men that believe 


| that the Holy Ghoſt 25 given by Feſus 
| Chriſt to convert, to quicken, to ſandi= 


fie all that be will ſave: and that ex» 
cept you be born apain of the Spirit, 
you (hall not enter mto the Kings 
dom- of Heaven, and that it any 
man have not the' Spirit of Chriſt, 


} the (ame is none of his, Fob. 3. 


5, 6. Rom. $, 9, And that without 
I 5 this 


{Oy 
this: no patching or mending of 
your lives by any common princi- 
ples will ſerve the turn for your Sal. 
vation, or make you acceptable to 
God, Heb. 11. 6. Live as men that be- 
lieve that this Spirit is given by the 
hearing of the Word of. God, and 
mult be prayed for, and obeyed, and 
not relilted, quencht and grieved, 
And is there any controverlie among 
Chriſtians in any of this ? Ask thoſe 
that make a mock at Holineſs, San» 
Qification and the Spirit , whether 
they be not baptized into the name 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and profeſs to 
delicve in him as their SanGifier, as 
well as itf'the Son as their Redeemer ? 
And then ask them whether-it be 
not a thing thay ſhould make even 
a. devil to tremble to come fo near 
the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
as to- mock at his Office and San» 
Qifying work, and at the holineſs 
-without which no man ſhall Tee the 
Lord !' Heb. 12. 14. and this after 
>ey arc. baprized and profels » be- 
IEVE 
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ieve .in- the Holy Ghoſt as tixir San» 
diher, 

5. Live but as men that bclieve 
that fin. 15 the greateſt evil, the thing 
which the Hg'y God abhorreth. And 
then you will never make a mock 
of it, as S:Lman Caith the fooliſh do, 
Prov. 14. 9. nor fay, What harm is 
nit ? 

6. Live but as men that belheve 
no (10 1s pardoned without Repen- 
tancez and that Repentance 1s the 
loathing and forſaking of fin: and 
that if it be true, it will not (ufter you 
to live wiltully in any grols lin, nox 
to dclire to Keep the leaft inhrmvy, 


| nor to be loth to know . your: un- 


known tins. 
7. Live -as thoſe that believe that 
you are to be members of the He- 


ly .Catholick Church, and therein to 
hold the Communiqu of Saintyx :And 
then you will know that it 15.not as 
2 member of any $e& or Party, but 
35a holy member of this holy, Church, 


that you mult be, laved; and that 
it 
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more honourable than the name of 
any diviſion or ſubdiviſion among 
Chriſtians, whether Greek, or Pa- 
piſt, or Proteſtant, or Prelatiſt , or 
Presbyterian, or Independent, or Ana- 
baptiſt. It is cafie to be of any one 
of theſe particsz but to beta Chrj- 
ftian, which all pretend to, is not fo 
caſe, It is calie to have a burning 
zeal for any divided party or cauſe : 
but the common zeal for the Chri- 
ſian Religion is not (o eaſic to be 
Kindled or kept alive : but requireth 
as much diligence to maintain it, as 


dividing zcal requireth to quench 


it, It is cafic to love a party as a 
party : but to keep up Catholick 
charity to all Chriſtians, and to 
live in that holy love and converſe 
which is requifite to{ a Communion 
of Saints 7 is not ſo eafie, Satan and 
corrupted Nature befriend the love 
and zeal of fation, which is con» 
fined to a party on a contxoverted 
cauſ;; but they. are enemies a" 
OYE 


it- is the name of a Chriſtian which is 
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love of Saints, and to the zeal for ho- 
lines, and to the Catholick charity 
which is from the Spirit of Chriſt. 
You ſee I call you not to divifion,not 
to fide with Secs; but to live as 
members of a holy Catholick'Church, 
which confiſteth of all that arc holy 
in the world : and to live as thoſe 
that belicve the Communion of Saints. 

8. Live as thoſe that believe that 
there is a life everlaſting, where the 
Sanctified ſhall live in endlefs joy, and 
the unſanQihed in endlefs puniſhment 
and wo ; live' but as men that verily 
believe a Keayen and a Hell, and a 
day of judgement, in which all the 
aRions of this life muſt be reviſed, 
and all men judged to their endlels 


| ſtate, Believe theſe things heartily, 


and then think a holy diligence need- 
leſs if you can : Then: be of the 


' mind of the deriders and enemies of 
| godlinels if you can ! If one fight of 


Heaven or Hell would ſerve without 


| any more ado, zn(tead of other argu- 


meats, to confute all the cavils of the 
diſtracted 
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diſtracted world, and to juſtific the- 
moſt diligent Saints in the judgement 
of thoſe that now abhor them, why 
ſhould not a ſound belict of the ſame 
thing in its meaſure do the ſame ? 

9, Live but as thoſe that believe 
this life is given us as the only Time 
to make preparation for eternal 
life: and that all that ever ſhall be 
done for your falvation,mult be Now, 
juſt Now, before your time is ended : 
Live as thoſe that know (and need 
not faith to tell them) that this Time 
1s ſhort, and almoſt at an end alrea- 
dy, and ſtayeth for no man, bur as a 
polt doth haſte away. It will not ſtay 
while you are triming you, or ſport- 
ing you : It will not fiay while you 
are taken up in Stage-playes, m com- 
plements, in idle vilits, or any im- 
pertinent, needleſs things; It will 
not_ tarry while you ſpend yet the 
other year, or month, or. day, in 
your worldlineſs, or ambition, orin 
your luſts and fenſual dclights 3 and 
put off your Repentance ta another 
4MC, 
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time. O lars, for the Lords fake do 
but live as men that multi ſhortly be 
buried in a grave, and their ſouls 
appear before the Lord, and as men 
that have but this little Time, to do 
all for their everlalting life, that ever 
muſt be done. © live as men that are 
ſure to die, and are not ſure to live 
till to morrow : And Jet not the 
noiſe of pleaſure or worldly buſineſs, 
or the chat or (corns of miſerable 
fools, bear down your reaſon; and 
make you live as if you knew not 
what you know : or as- if there were 
ny doubt about theſe things. Who 
is the man, and what 1s his name, 
that dare contradict them, and can 
make it good ? O do not fin 3gainſt 
your knowledge: Do: not ftand till 
and fee your gla(s running, and Time 
making ſuch haſte, and yet make no 
more hafte your (elves, than if you 
were not concerned in-1t : Dov not, 
© do not ſlumber, when Time and 
Judgement never "lumber; nor lit 
full when you have ſo much to do, 
and 


(184) 

and know all that is now left undone 
multi bz undone for ever ! Alas firs, 
how many queſtions of exceeding 
weight have you yet to be reſolved 
in? whether you are truly ſanQi- 
fied ? whether your {ins be pardoned? 
whether you ſhall be ſaved when you 
dic ? whether you are ready to leave 
this world, and enter upon another ? 
I tell you the an{wering of theſe and 
many more fuch queſtions, 1s a mat+ 
ter of no ſmall difficulty. or concerns 
ment. And all theſe mult be done 
in this little and uncertain time, It 
muli be New or Never, Live but aN 
men that believe and contider theſe 
certain unqueltionable things. 

10. Lattly, Will you but live as 
men that belitve that the world 
and the flcth are the deadly enemees 
of your ſalvation : And that belicy: 
that if any man,;love the world, (to 
far) the love of the Father is not 
in him, '1 Joha 2.15, 16. . And 4$ 


men that believe, that, if ye hve at-\ 


ter the ficlh ye ſhall dic 3 but of 
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the Spirit ye mortifie the deeds of the 
body, ye ſhall live, Rom. 8. 13. and 
that thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and arc freed from condemnation, 
are ſuch as walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the Spirit, Rom. $. 1. And 
that we muſt make no proviſion for 
the fleſh to ſatisfie the will or luſts 
thereof, Rom. 13. 10. and muſt not 


| walk in gluttony and drunkenneſs, 


in chambering and wantonnels, in 
firife and envying, verſ. 13. but muſt 
have our hearts where our treaſure 
is, Maitb. 6. 21. and converſe in 


* Heaven, Phil. 3. 18, 19, 20. and 


being riſen with Chriſt, muſi ſeek the 
things that are above, and ct our aft- 
kaions on them, and not on the 
things that are on earth, Co1.3.1,2,3. 

Sirs, will you fay that any of this 
15 Our (ingular opinion, or matter of 
controverſic and doubt ? Are not 
all Chriſtians agreed in1t? Do you 
not your own felves profeſs that you 
believe it ? Live then but as thoſe that 
do bclieve it, and condemn not your 
{clves 


(186) * 
ſelves in the things that you confch, 

I cell chee, if now thou wilt refuſe 
to live according to theſe common 
acknowledged truths, thou ſhalt ne- 
ver be able to lay before the Lord, 
that mens controverſic about a ce- 
remony, or Church- Government, or 
the manner of worſhip, were the 
things that hindered thee! But all 
forts and Sc&s ſhall be witneſſes 


againſt thee, and condemn thee for 


they all agreed in theſe things : even 
the bloodieft Sc, that impriſon, and 
torment, and kill others for their 
diflerences in ſmaller matter, are yet 
agreed with thoſe that they perſe- 
cute and murder, about thelc things ; 
Papiſis are agreed in them, and 
Proteſtants are agreed in them : All 
the Secs that are now quarrelling 
among us, and in the world, are 
agreed in them, who are but meet 
for the name of Chriſtians. All theſe 
will be ready to bear witneſs againll 
the prophane, the ſenſual, the floth- 
tul neleter of God and his __ 
an 
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and to ſay, we all confeſſed, notwith- 
tanding our other differences, that all 
theſe things were certain truths, and 
that mens lives ſhould be ordered ac- 
cording unto theſe. 

But if yet you pretend contro- 
yerfie to cover your malignity or 
ungodlineſs, I will go a little further, 


| and tell you that in the Matter as well 


as in the Principles, it is things that 
weare all agreed in, which 1 call you 
to, and which the ungodly do refule : 
Ile briefly name them. 

x. One part of your work which 
we urge you to do with all your 
might, is ſeriouſly and ſoberly to con- 
fider often of all theſe truths belore- 
mentioned, which you ſay you do 
believe ; - And 1s it any controverſte 


4 with reaſonable men whether they 


ſhould uſe their reaſon ? or with be- 
lievers, whether they ſhould con» 
lider and lay to heart the wirght and 
uſe of the things which they be- 
lieve ? 

2. Another part of your work, is 
0 
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to love God with all your foul and 
might; and to make hifn your de- 
light, and to ſeek firſt his Kingdom, 
and the righteouſneſs thereof; and to 
ſet your aff:ions on the things 
above, and to live on earth as the 
Heirs of Heaven: And is there any 
controverſie among Proteſtants, Pa» 
piſts, or any about this? 

3. Another part of your work is 
to ſce the honouring of God in 
the world, the promoting of his 
Kingdom and Government -m your 
ſelves and others, the doing of his 
will, and obcying of his Laws: 
And is there any controverſie in 
this ? 

4. Another part of your work 1s 
to mortific the fleſh, and reje its 
conceits, and deſires, and luſts, which 
rcfilt the foreſaid obedience to God; 
and to calt out the inordinate love and 
care of worldly things : to refuſe the 
Counſels, the Commands, the Will, 
the enticements and perſwalions of 
man, Which contradi&t the Com- 
mands 
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mands and Will of God : and to for« 
fake all that you have in the world 
rather than forſake your dear Re- 
deemer, and hazard your Salvation 
by any wilful fg: To take up your 
Croſs and follow Chriſt through a 
life of ſuffering to glory; I know 
there is difhculty enough 1n all this, 
and that ficſh will repine agaiuſt it 
and abhor it ; But is there any con- 
troverſie about it among any true 
believers ? Is not all this the expreſs 
Command of God, and neceſlary to 
Salvation ? 

5. Another part of your work is 
to avoid temptations, and fly from 
the occaſions and appearauces/ of evil, 
and not only to avoid that which is 
dire&ly evil it felf, but that alfo 
which would draw you into ' evil 
{as far as you tan), and to keep asfar 
a5 may bc from the brink of Hell and 


danger, and to have no fellowſhip 


with the unfruiitul works of, dark- 
neſs,. nor be companions with them, 
but xeprovs them: and mourn for the 

| unclean 
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unclean and wicked converſation of 
the world. This is it that we intrear 
of you; And is there any matter of 
controverſie in all his ? 

6. Another part of the work 
which we call you to, is, to redeem 
this litfl: Time chat is allotted you; 
To make the beſt of it, and improve 
it to the greateſt furtherance of your 
Salvation : To loſe none of it upon 
unprofitable things: To ſpend itin 
thoſe works which will comfort you 
, moſt when time is gone; If it will 
be more comfortable to you in the 
day of Judgement, that you have 
ſpent your Time in Plays, and ſports, 
and idlencſs, and worldly cares, and 
pleaſures, than in ſerving God, and 
preparing for another life, then hold 
on, and doſd to the end : But if it 
will not, then do what you would 
hear of, ſeeing you muſt hear of it ; 
fpend none of your Time in idlenefs 
and unfruitful things, till you have 
tro becter and tnore necefſary things 
*to (Þcnd it in, andtill you have Time 
to 
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'to ſpare from more important work. 
This 1s our requeſt to you, that you 
would not loſe one hour of your pre- 
cious Time, but ſpend it as thoſe 
that have loſt too much, and have 
bat a little more to ſpend in preparas 
tion for eternity. And is this any 
Schiſtnatical or faQious motion ? Is 
there any thing controvertible, or 
which any Chriſtian can ſpeak againſt, 
in any of this ? 
7. Another part of your work is, 
to ſcarch the Scripture as that which 
containeth your directions for eter- 
nal life, Fobn 5. 39. To love the 
Word of God more than thouſands 
of gold and filver, and prefer it 
before your neceſſary food , Pſa. 
119. 72, fob 23. 12: and to medi» 
tate in it day. and-might, a+ that 
which .1s your pleaſure and gelight; 
Pal. x. 2. and as that which is able 
to make ' you wiſe unto 'Salvation, 
2 Ti. 3.15. and" totbuikd you up, 
and give you 'en -mherit#rice among 
the fanRiticd, 4@, 20: 32, That on 
"by 
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lay up the Word of God in your” 
hearts, and teach them diligently to 
your Children, and tak of them when 
you fit in your houſes, and when you 
walk by the way, and when youlie 
down, and when you riſc up, Deut.'6. 
6, 7.and 11. 18, 19, that ſo youand 
your houſbo!ds may fcrve the Lord, 
Jef. 24.15. This is the work that 
we call you to : Andis there any 
thing that a Chriſtian can make a 
controverlie of in all this? Is there 
any thing that Proteſtants are not 
agreed of ? | 

8. Another part of your work is; 
that you guard your tongues, .and 
take not the name of God in vain, 
and fpeak no reproaches or ſlanders 
againſt your Brethren, and that. no 
corrupt communication proceed out 
of your mouths, but that which 1s 
good to the uſe of cdifying, arid that 
it may miniſter grace unto the 
hearers, Epbeſ. 4. 29. and that forpi» 
cation, unclcapncſs, and covetouſaels 
be not once- named among you, as 
becometh 


- | 


elves, and to do to othgrs, as you 
;" K would 
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becameth Saints : , neither falthineſs, 
nor fooliſh talking, nor jeaſting, which 
are not convenient, but rather giving 
of thanks, Epb. 5.3, 4. And is there 
zoy thing of doube or controvetlic 
no this? 7 

- -9- Another part of the work which 
we perlwade you to, is to pray con> 
tinually, 1 Thefſ. 5. 17. and not to 
wax faint; Luke 18. 1. to be fervent 
and Importunate with God, as thoic 
that know the greatneſs of their ne- 
ceflity, Lackg 18. 6, 7. Fam. 5. 15. That 
you pray with all prayer and ſuppli- 
ation in the Spirit, Eph. 6. 18. and in 
every thing, by. prayer and ſupplica- 
tion to- make 'known-your requeſis 
t9.God, Ph3/. 4. 6. that you pray for 
Kings and al) in Authority, that we 
map lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godlincls and honeſty,i Tim.2.1 2. 
And is. there. any thing in all this that 
ay Chriſtian can deny ? 

40. Laſtly, the work 'we call you 
to,s, to love your neighbours as your 
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would have them ( arbitrio'ſand) 6 
to you ! To (corn, deride, moleſt,im- 
priſon, flander, or hurt noman, till 


you would be (6 uſed your felves on |; 


the like eccaſion. 'To rejoyce in other 
mens profit and reputation #5. your 
own. To-envy none, 'to hate'no 
manz to wrong none in their perfong, 
eſtates, or namesz To preſerve the 
chaſtity, honour and. eftate of your 
neighbour -as your” own. 'To love 
your enemies, and fargive them that 
wrong you, and pray for them that 
hate, and hurt, and perſecute you. 
This is your work : And is there any 
thing of faction, Schilm or controver- 
tie in this ? No; you ſhelt-ſhontly'be 
convinced, that the differences-4and' 
controverlics of believers,and the ma- 
ny opimons about Religion, were 2 


wretched hypocritical pretence for 


your neplect and conterript''of che 
ſubſtance of Religion ,abbut which 
there was no difference,/but all parties 
were agreed'in the: confeſſion of the 
truth,” dowerer hypocrites A 

444) 77 &'d ve 
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ive according to their own profe(- 
ſions . 

But perhaps you'l ſay, that there 
#ſuch difference in the Mamner yet 
mong them that agree inthe Princh 
jer and the Miter, that you know 
not which way God is to be wor- 
hipped ? 

I anſwer, 1. Do you praiſe as 
forefaid, according to the Princi- 
ples and matter agreed on, or not ? 
f you do nor, it is but grols hy- 
pocrifie to pretend diſagreements in 
the Munner , as an cxcule tor your 
contempt or omiffion of the Mar 
tr, Which all agrce in. Forſooth 
your familics ſhall be prayerleſs, and 
you will make a jealt of ſericus pray 


[#, becauſe ſome pray on a book, and 


bme without , and fome that are 
wileſt, think'that cither' way'is law- 
kl. Will God be deceived by fuck 
lilly tezfoningsas thefe # 

2. But this ſhall not hide the n»» 
tednefs of WH you 
to in the Rnd {your obalicace, 
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but go fo far as all Chriſtians are 
/ egrecd in? I will briefly then give 
you ſome particular inſtances. 

1. The work of God muſt be 
done with weverence, in his fear : not 
like the common works of men, 
with a common careleſs frame of 
mind ; God will be ſandified of all 
that draw near him, Lev 10.3. He will 
be ſervedas God, and not as man: 
He will not be prayed to with a re- 
gardleſs mind , as thoſe do that 
can divide their tongues from their 
hearts, and ſay over ſome cuſtomary 
words while they think of ſomething 
elle Its a dreadful thing for duſt to 
ſpeak to God Almighty;and a dange- 
rous thing to ſpeak to him as ſlight- 


ly and regardleſly, as if we were 


talking to one of our companions. 


It beſcemeth a believer to have 


more of the fear of God upon his 
heart, in his ordinary, converſe in 
the world, than hypocrites and for- 
malifts have in their moſt ſolemn pray- 
&7/, Knoweſt thou the diflerence 
between 
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between God and man-? Put then 
fuch- a diff-rence between God and 
man in thy addrefles, as his Majelly 
requireth. And fe alſo that thy fe- 
mily compoſe themſelves to a reve- 
rent  behavicur , when they joyn 
with thee in the worſhipping of 
God. What have you to fay now 

ainft this reverent manner of behavi- 
our ? Is there any thing controver- 
tible in this? 44 

2. It 1s alſo requiſite that you 
be ſeriows and ſ»ber in all the ſervice 
you perform to Gad. Do it not lu- 
dicrouſly, and with half a heart'! 
Be as much - more fervent and (e- 
rious in ſeeking God and your 


falvation , - than you are in” ſcele- 


ing worldly things, as God and 
your Salvation 1s better than' any 
thing in the world ; Or if that be 
beyond your reach ( though elf 
there 13 reafon for it )' at-trafſt lot 
the greateſt things have the ' greateſt 


p'wer upc n your hearts. You cannot 
K 3 pray 
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pray ncvne fexvently for ;;fcaven 


than Heaven deſerveth. O let bue 1@ 1 


the excellency and greatneſs of you 
work appear in the ſerious manng 
of your performance. I hope you 
cannot ſay that. this 3s any. point 
ef cottroyerhfic, unlcG it be a con 
troverſie whether a man ſhuwuld 
be -an hypocrite , or be ſeriow 
i the Rclgion which he doth pros 
fels. | 
3. It is requilite that your (er- 
vice of God be performed ander> 
Randingly, Plal. 47. 7. 1 Cor. 14. 15. 
God delighteth not 30 the bliodde- 
vption of. men that know not what 
they do. Praycrs: not underlivesd 
are indeed no prayers : For no-mans 
dere gocth further than his know- 
ledge. + And he expreſſcth not his 
dchres that knoweth not what 
be cxprefſeth himſelf. Nox can 
he expe the: concurrence of ano- 
ther mans deſires , that ſpeake'h 
what another underRandeth not. The 
word that is not underltood _ 
im 
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fk into the heert-and:fanRifie it * or 
if it be not well and foundly under - 
food, '1ts catiby : foin 'away by the 
rempter, Matith. 13.19, 33. If un- 
fenltanding be 'mecefiary 4n our com- 
man 'zonverſatrons, 'imuch more in 
bus holy addreflcs to the Almigh- 
ty, Prov. 17. 27. A man of under- 
ftending is of an excellent Spirit : 
but God hath , =o plegſure in ſvols or 
ab thetr Sacrifice, EccleC. 5. x, 4. 
wr: is pleaſed wil. a Parrot-like 
bp- ſervice ; which is not underſiood. 
He faith ' deteſtarion of the hypo- 
cxices , | This people drawinh near wnto 
te tric 1beiv month 3; med honowreth 
he: with 1het? lips, but "their heart 
fare from "ne Mare 19. 3, g). 1 hope 
then qrine we call you to ſerve God 
m jodgemeut and with underfiand- 
a we call you tro nothing that D 
Ghrittian'ſhoultd make queſtivn of. 
2. 'Gnd #7: # Spirit, and” they that 


ferve- him "maſt ſerve bim in Spirit 
and. in trathi,: John 4. 24. The Fa- 
they ſeeketh ſuch ta worſhip him, v, 23. 
(2110 K 4 
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He calleth for the heart: - he-Jook: 
for the inward defires of the- ſoul' 
He converſeth with minds that are 
abjtraFed from vanity, and are ſerj- 
ouſly taken up. in attending him, and 
are intent upon the work they do; 
The carkgſs of a Prayer fe 
from the Life of it, fiinketh before 
the holy God. As he will be bed, 
{o will he be ſaved, with «ll the 
hears and ſau] and might. And do 
we call you then to any thing that 
1s doubtful, when we ca}! you to 'the 
Spiritual worſhipping of God ? _- 
5. Yet we maintain that the hedy 
hath its part in the ſervice of God 
as well as the ſex), and the body muſt 
expreſs the' inward reverence. and 
devotion of the ſoul ; though not 
in a Way of bypocritical oftentation, 
yt in a way of /erions adoration, 
The bowing of the: knee, the uncos 
vering'of the head, avd reverent de- 
portment, and whatſoever nathre, of 
common uſe,and holy inſtitution hath 
made an expreſſion of holy affeRi- 
ons, 
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good that the Hypocrate / ufeths for the: 
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ons, and a decent and grave bchavi- 
our of our ſelves, ſhould be care- 
fully obſerved: in the preſcnce of the* 
moſt High, and the holy things of: 
God rore- reverently_to be reſpe-* 
Red than the preſence of any mortal” 
man. And the rather, begaufe chat a 
grave, aod reverent, and holy man- 
ner of deportment 1m Gods, worſhip; 
refleReth upon'theheart, and helperh 
us m our inward -and fpirifual devo-! 
tion : and it helpeth- the btholters, 
and awakeneth them 'to+'geverent* 
thoughts of God , and: holy things ;- 
which - a ' regardleſs and; 'common 
manner ' of depoxirment would. ex- 
tinguiſh, And \its-no ':difbunowe to 
reverent bebaviowr , that- it is the 
uſe of Hypocrites , but rather an ho+- 
nowr tO it; For itis ſomething that is 


cloak” of ' his ſecret emproneſs or evi). 
It there were nothing good ily re - 
verent - bebaviour . before ( God , - it 
would not ferve the Hypoecrites 
turn, AS it 15+ a- commendation 

Ks to 
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to long-prayer ',- that the' Phagiſces 
rmade it their pretence for the de- 
vourwg,. of , Widdows houſes; And 
thoſe that call them bypocritts that 
are mucb an byly exerciſes and ſpreches,, 
ſhould conlider ,_ that  boh x- 
exciſes. and ſpeeches were not good, 
they. were not; fit for the hyxo- 
cries dehign 3. ev9d will; mot be a fit 
chk ifor tevil 3: thas. which the by-; 
pogrite. thinks neccfary to :the co 
veriag' Of... bis fin ,-- we mult think, 
mere. Aey[ary' to- the care of our fin 
and the ſaving of our ſauls 3 The way: 
to avoid bypecrifie is-nog by running 
mo impietrand: propbeneſs'; | we mull: 
do: mare. than the-ypodrith, arid. not; 
leſs:, cl{c: he: will riſe up in judge. 
ment againſt» you ,. and conderm 
you, if-he would do more to fem 
good , tham;you would do. to: be 
Led, and' to. plaae: your Maker;:if 
a Piuflifce will 'proy longer to 'co- 
lour-his.oppreGion , than you : will 
do: tor attein _ falvatiem, The milv 
etuct. .ot-ingycriſie- 1s, bat. the ou 
FY FS 
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of | Religion is. wanting, - while 
the corps 1$ preſent : And will you - 
caſt, away both ſoal-and body : both 
fide and ontfide, in oppolition to 
bypocrifie- f It; others do ſeem to 
love- God - when | they do» not ,- 
will you therefore not fo much 
as" ſtem to do it ? So here about 
reverence in the (ſervice of God: - 
The bypocrite thould not - exceed 
the + ſincere.” in any thing: that is 
truly good. This is the' manner of 
Gods ſervice that I'-perſwade you 
to, and+ to no other ; - And is: 
there any thing of controverlie in 
this? Prefer» bue the'Spiritual - pare; 
and know but -what that meancth, 
| 1 will bave mercy and not ſactifice }.* 
that ſo:you may not condemn the in- 
nocent , and you ſhall never (ay that 
we will be more backward chen yon 
todecrncy, and rneverent® behaviour wn 
Gods' ſerviet,” 1b 

6. God will be ſerved in 'P#+ 
my and. Hotines, with cleanſed 
heasts ard+-hands , and- not +. with 
wa fuch 
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tach as remain dchlcd - with! the 
guilt of any wilfal ftn.” He abhor- 
eth the ſacrifice of. the wicked: and 
diſobedicnt. He that turneth away 
bis ear from hearing, tbe Law, | bi 
prayers are abominakile', 'Prov.; 2$4'9, 
and 15. 8. & 21. 27. Ila, rt. 13. 
Eccleſ.5.1, 2, 3,4: { To what pur- 
poſe is the multitude of your Sacrifices 
wnto me ? ſaith. the Lord, (C toopprel. 
ling wicked men ) Iſa. 1. 11. When 
yow come to. appear before 'me, 'gwbo 
bath required this «at your band to 
tread my Comrts / Bring no more vgin 
eblations ; incenſe #s an abominaticn 
fo me; the rew Moons. aud Sabbaths, 
#be calling of Aſſ-mbkes I cannot away 
with : it is iniquity., even the (o- 
lmn meeting, &c. ver. 12,13.. And 


when you fread forth your bands I 


will bide mine es from you 5: yea 
when you make many progers \ } will 
not bear : your band! are full of blood 
Waſh you, makg you cleas ; put awa) 
the evil of your doings from before 
mine ejes 1 ctaſe to Go 10il, _ 
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do well, ſech judgement , relieve the - op- 
preſſed, j«dge the fatherleſs, *plead for the 
ow 3 Come now and let us __ 
logether, ſaith the Lord. | 6 
to a - Ge! the Ekutton, or drumkind; 
forniemar in the: day time, 
_ ra to come to God at night, 
29' if''it were"to make him amends 
by an - hypocritical prayer; to blaſe 
pheme : Gods: name ,:. and: oppoſe his 
Kingdom and Givernment in your 
felves and others, /and to'do-your own 
will , and hate and ſcorn them 
that do bis will, and ſtudy bis 
will that they may doit , and: the 
to pray that Gods name may be babawed, 
bisziK ingaom come, and bis will be done | 
15 an ab«fing God, and not a ſerving or 
pleaſing him» Live according to your 
prayers , and Ict your lives ſhew as 
well as your words what it is that 
you - defire, This is the ſervice. of 
God that we call you to: And 
can you fay that there is anyt 
controvertible in all this ? Are 
there any men of any party among 
Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, or ſober [ nfidels that Guts 
coutradiQ'i i ? 


; 7. God will be Cound entirely ar | 


wnrverſaly : in all his Commands and 
with all your faculties ; in works of 
Piety, Fuftice, and Charity, which mutt 
vever be (cparated ? You mult hot 
pretend your Charity againſt duties 


of. Piety 3 for God.-is to ,be preferred: 


your cfiunation, leve and ſervice; 
aud 31! that 45 done for mas, miltibe 
done for bis ſs&e. You muli-not (et 
up dutics of Piety againſt dutics' of 
Fuſtice, Charity and Sobriety : It 1s 
not true Piety that will not bring forth 
theſe. - God mui be loved: above all, and 
our neigbboxr + aur ſelves 3 and thels 
two ſorts of ove arc inſeparable. 'Do 
all the goad you can to all while you 
have opportznity ; eſpecially to them uf 
the boſbold of faith, Gal. 6. 10;: What 
good you; world bear.of in the day of 
your accounts, that do nory,  (peedily, 
diligently, and tincerely, according to- 
your power. Say not, I may come-- 
to- want my (elf, -but | ca/t 3þy bread 
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; wpon the watirs, for thos faalt' find it 


after many dayes ;, give a pertion #0 
ſeven, and alſo to'eight, for thow know- 
eſt not what evil ſpall be npon tbe earth, 
EecleC. 1h, 1, 2. | and whether all. 
may not quickly be taken from thee 3 
and then thou wilt wiſh thou hadft 
done gcod with it while thou had(t- 
if, and lent it (o the Lord, and- trufted 
him with thy remainder who entruſi- 
ed thee with his blfmgs ; and: hadſt 
made thee friends of the Mammon of 
wnrighteonſneſi, that when all ſail they 
might receive thee into tbe everlaſting, 
bibitatiowe Drop not now and. 
then-a ant and. grudging. alms, as 
if thou wert'a ler. by, it, and- God 
mult be beholdea to- thee 3; but be- 
lieve, that the greateſt gama is to: thy 
ſz}f, and look after (ach bargains, and 
do good as rcadily, and gladly; aud 
liberally,” as one that. yerily- expect» 
&h- » full reward in Heaven. This 
is part of the ſervice of God that 
we exhoxt you to, even to. valit, and- 
1eicuc, and love Chiilt-in bis gy wn 
W r$ 
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bers and brethren* (Mar. 25.) and is 
there any thing of dowbt or cuntroverſie 
in all this ? 

8: Moreover, God will be ſerved 


with Love, and willingn'fi, and delight : 


It 'is' the moſt gainful, honourable, 
bleſſed, and pleaſant work in the 
world, which he hath appointed 
you, and not a foileſome task or. ila- 
very : and thereforeit isnot a Me- 
lancholy, pining, troubleſome courſe 
of life that we perſwade you to, un» 
der the name of Godlineſs ; but it is 
to rejoyce in the Lord, and to live 
in the joyful expeQations of Eternal 
Life, and in the ſence and affurance 
of the Love of God. If you' could 


ſhew us any probability of a more” 


pleaſant” and joyful life on Earth, 
then that which fcrious Holineſs 
doth afford, I ſhould be glad with all 
my heart to heatken to you. Lam-rea- 
dy to tell you what is the ground 
of xr orts, Which faith reveal» 
eh: If you will come, and (oberly 


debate the caſe, and ſhew us the mat» 
ter 


C 


1 : 


/ 
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fer and ground of yoxy comfertt, which 
you have or hope for in any other 
way : if yours prove greater, and bet= 
ter, and ſwrer than the joyes of faith, 
we will hearken to you, and be of 
your mind and fide. 

The matter of. the joyer of a Be- 
liever is, that all his fins are pardon» 
ed ; that God is reconciled to him 
m Chriſt; that he hath the promiſe 
of God, that all things, even the great- 
et. (ufferings, ſhall work together for 
his good ; that he is alwayes in the 
love, and carc, and hands of God ; 
mw _ leave to draw =_ 

im by holy. prayer, and open hi 
heart ro him in al his ſtraits and 
wants ; that he may ſolace -himſelf 
in ' his Praiſes and- Thankſgiving, 
ind in other parts of holy worſhip ; 
that he may read and hear his holy 
Word, the fure' diſcovery ofithe witl 
of God, and 'Revclation of the things 
unſcen, and the'Charter of his In- 
hericance 3 that he may exerciſe 
his foul m the ferious believing 
o thoughts 
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chonghts of the Love of God:zeveab 
ed m the wonderful work of our Re- 
demption, and of the perſon, and 
ofhce, and grace of Jeſus Chailt our 
Redeemer 3 and that he 'may. love 
that God that hath ſo wendettully 
loved um; that he hath the Spirit 
of God to quicken and aCtuate his 
ſoul, to fupply his ſpiritual defcs, 
and kill his ſins, .and help hum to Be- 
liere; to Love, to Rejoycr, to Pray + 
that this Spirit. s Gods 'Seat-updn 
him, and che carncfi vfevalaBiingitle; 
that Death ſhall not kd! 'bis 
nor end his happineſs, but that his 
Selicity, and 4ulictt . :3py; .btgnmnath\ 
awhen' that of weeldlipgs hath an and, 
andthecirehndle6 miſery begins 3/ that 
he is delivercd - from evcriaſting' tor- 
ment by the redernption of Chriſt, 
and the ſandtification of the ſpinit; 
thet Angels will:attend his depart 
ing ſoul into the preſence 'of- his 
Father; 'that he ſhall be with his glo+ 
rified Redeemer, and b:hold his 
Glory that his body fhall be raifed 
to 


is 
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to cverlafting -life  ; - that .he hall 
be yuttified by Chriſt from all the ac- 
culactions of the Devil, and. all the 
flanders of the malicious world z that 
he ſhall live with God in endleſs 
Glory, and ſee and en)oy.the Glory of 
his Creator, and ſhall nevex more be 
troubled with enemies, with fin or 
forrow, bur among, his holy ones, 
ſhall perfeRly and moſt joyfully love 
aud praiſe the Lord for ever. 

Theſe are the matter of a Believery 
jy © Theſe, purchaſed by Chailt, re- 
vealed in his Word, ſealed by his 
Miracles, his Blood, his Sacraments, 
and his Spirit, are our comfort. Th 
is the Relagion, the labour that wo ans 


viſe you to; It 1s not to d+þein, nor 


tolome dry unprofitable toil, nox to 
fkl{-rroubling, grieving, miſcrable 
melancholy, nor to colily Sacritices, 
or idle Ceremonies, or wrational 


| Service, ſuch as the Heathens offered: 


to their Idols; itis not to caſt away 
all micth and comfost, and to turn 
unſociable, and morole, and ſowre : 
but 
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but it is to the greateſt joyes that the 
world alloweth, and nature is here 
capable of, and reafon can diſcern and 
own : Itis to begin a truly merry fo- 
ciable life: It is co fly from fear and 
ſorrow, in flying from fin and Hell, 
and from the conſuming wrath of 
God : It 15 tothe forctaſts of ever- 
laſting joyes, and to the beginnings of 
eternal life. This is the labour, the 
Religion which we would have you 
follow with all your Might. 

If yow have bettcr things to ſeek, and 
follow, and find, let us ſee them, that 
we may be as wiſe as you. If you 
have not, for your ſouls ſake, make 
not choifſe of vanity, which will 
deceive you in the day of your hne- 
celſity. 

But you muſt not think to make 
us believe that a great houſe, or a 
horſe, or a whore, or a tcalt, or a 
fatterer; or fine cloaths, or any child- 
iſh coyes, -or brutiſh filthinels, are 
more comfortable things than Chrilt, 
and Eveclafting Life, or that it i 
Cyceter 
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ſweeter and better to love a harlot, or 
lands, or moncy, than to love God, 
and Grace, and Glory ; nor that any 
thing that will go no further than the 
Grave with you, is as good as that 
which will endure to Eternity 3 nor 
that any pleaſure which a dog or 
{wine hath, is equal to the delights of 
the Angels of Hcaven : If you would 
bave us of your mind, you mult not be 
of this mind, nor per{wade usto fuch 
horrible things as theſe, But we pro- 
fels to you and all the world, that we 
are not fo in love with ſorrows or 
ſowrneſi, nor (© fallen out with joy and 
pleaſures, a5 tO chooſe a life of miſerable 
ſadnefi, or refuſe a life of true delight. 
If we could hear from any man, or 
find by the moſt diligent enquiry, that 
there is a more full, and ſweet, and 
rational, and fatisfaRory, and durable 
delight to be had in any other way 
then that of ſeriow faith and bolinefi, 
which Chriſt in Scripture hath reveal- 
ed to us, we were like enough to 
hearken aftex it. . 
at 
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But can the diſtrated ſenſual world 
believe that it's ſweeter and happier 
co. rufl2 it out in fleſhly gallantry 
and ſport, and to rage againſt the 

godly for a while, tilt che vengeance 
of God lay hold wpon them, * and 
ive thern their reward, then to live 
in the love of God, and wait in pa- 
tience for the performance of Gods 
promiſe of everlaſting joy ? Oh what 

a thing is flcſhly paſſion, and raging 
ſenſuality, and blind unbelicf! The 
Lord have mercy upon dcluded fin- 
nners; the Devils buſineſs is to turn 
the world into a Bedlam ; and alas, 
how firangely hach he prevail'd | 
That ſo many men can take their 
greateſt miſery for their happineſi, and 
thie only happin:Nl for an ntolerable 
life ! Yea, \and be þ angry with all 
that are not of their mind, and will 
not {ct as mxch by filth and foolery, 
and as little by God end Glory as 
. they ! Like the Noble man that was 
Lungtick, or mad by hits, and when- 


ever he was mat, he would (wear all 
were 
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were mad that (aid not as he ſaid, 

2nd would! make all his ſervants be 

fent'to' Bedlam that would not imi- 

rate him, and there they muſt lic as 
mad-men till their Lord was recover- 
ed from bis medrefl. Soarc Gods fer- 
vants uſed and talkt of in'the world, 
if they wee befide themſelves, as 
Jong as the world is uncured of its 
madnes. As the Man #, (© is bis 
judgentertt, and (uch is his relifs, and 
dfirb,and delight : When I was a child, 
I had far more defire to fill my pin» 
box, than now I have ©o fill my purſe, 
and accounted it a greater treaſure, 
and had mach more delight and con- 
centmentin'it. And alas, we may re-' 
memberſince we were ſtrangers to the 


| reliſh of Heavenly things, that we 


found more pleafure'in ther of which 


| we are now aſhamed, then we did.in 
the' mol} high- «awd exceHent things. 


| Let' us therefore: pitty and pray for 


| thoſe chat are diſtemped with the ſame 

difeaſe. 
- F have been-longer on this than 1 
| thought 


| 
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thought to have been, becauſe men 
think chat we call them from ll 
Mirib, and a de and Pleaſure, to a 
ſowre, beary, melancholy life, when we 
call chem to ſ&iows diligence for theie 
ſalvation. As if levity and folly wete 


the only friegds to Pleaſwre, and it | 


were only to be found in childiſh, 
worthleſs, tranfitory things. And as if 
the greateſt everlaſting Happineſs 
werc no matterof true Delight, nor: 
Seriouſneſs or Diligence a riend: to 
Jo. 

9. Moreover, as to the manner, 
God will be ſerved with abſelute ſe uf. 
reſignation, without Exceptions, Limi- 
tations or Reſerves ; Not with the 
leavings of the ficſh, nor with a Pro- 
viſo that you raay not ſuffer by your 
Religion, or be poor, or defþpiſed, or: 
abuſed by the world ; But with ſelf 
denyel you muſt lay down all the fleſtes: 
intereſt at his fcet; and. you muſt take: 
up your Croſs, and follow a ſuffer- 
ing Chriſt toglory. You mui ſerve 
kim as thoſe chat are wholly His, 


and 


or; | 


Iit all. 
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1nd not your own, and have nothing 
but what 15 His, and therefore no- 
ting to be excepted, referved or ſa+ 
wd from him , but mult be content 
that you and all your intereſt be in 
his hands, and ſaved by him, if ſaved 
I know thefe terms ſeen hard 
to fleſh and blood (and ſhould Wea- 
yen be the Crown and reward to 
them, that have undergone no tryal 
for it? ) But here is nothing but what 
s paſt all controverfie, and all Chriftt- 
ans do confeſs is the Word of 
Chriſt, 

10. Laſtly, God will be ſerved 
reſolvedly and conftantly : If you will 
raign, you mult conquer and endure to 
the end. Oppoſition you muſt expe; 
and overcome it, if you would not 
be overcome. It is not good begin- 


: 
| 


: 


| 


[ 


nings that will ferve turn, unleſs 

you alſo perſevere, and fight out the 

good fight of faith, and finiſh your 

courle, and patiently wait to the 

laſt breath, for the Crown of Righ- 

teoulnels, which the Righteous 
L 


Judge 


(as) 
= the Corquerours, 


Judye will 
when the unbcl;eving world ſhall fay 
of all their Delight and Fpe, | Its poft 
and gone, we ſhall never {cc or taſte 


it more | but muſt now tafteof that 
endleſs wrath of God which'wewae 
treaſuring up, when we ſhould: have 
workt out our falvation. 

Well Sirs, I have all this while 
been deſcribing to yon, both as to 
the Principles , the Matter and the 
M:nner, what that Re'igion and Ser- 
vice of God is,in which you mit(t 1a. 
bour with all your might : that you 
may fee that it 15'no fictious or pri- 
vate opinions or practices that we 
call you to; and that your conlci- 
ences may no longer be deluded with 
the pretences of mens different opi- 
nions in Religion and that the names 


of Prelatical, Presbyterian, Puritan, | 


Papiſt, nor any other (ſounding in 
your ears , 
doat you , as to ftake you for- 
get the name of Chriſtian which 


you have all undertaken , nor what 
the 


the Ct 
now 
a (yl). 
Chritl 


we P 
WOIK 
fore | 
God 


may not-1{9' diſtract and | 


| and condemnation , 
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the Chriſtian Religion is. You ſa 
now that it is nothing ( no not 
a ſyllable or tittle ) which all ſober 
Chrittians are not agreed in, that 
iwe perſwade you to do as the 
work of your Religion: And there- 
fore I tell you again here, before that 
God that thall be your Judge, and 
that Conſcience that ſhall be as a 
thouſand witneſſes, that if you will 
20 on in ungodly worldly lives, and 
refuſe the ſeriovs diligence of Chriſti- 
ans in this Religion which your ſelves 
profeſs, it ſhall be ſo far from being 
any excuſe or cafe to you, that there 
were Hypocrites , or Hereticky, or 
Schiſmatichks , or 4ifferent Opinions in 
Religion in the world, that this ve- 
ry thing ſhall aggravate your tin 
that all thefe 
'Hypocrites, Schilmaticks, or dit- 
'kring partics in the Church , did 
agree in the confiflion of all theſe 
things, and yet for all that you would 
not practiſe them : no nor praCtile 


what your ſelves confeſſed ; All theſe 
L 2 Parties 
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Parties or Sets ſhall riſe up againſt 
the ſenſual and prophane ungodly 
ſinner, and fay, | Though we were 
ignorant or doubttul of miany other 


things, yet we were all agreed in |; 


theſe; we gave our concurrent teſti 
mony for them : we tempted no man 
to doubt of theſe, or to deny them. ] 
If you will err mors than an Hypocrite 
or a Schiſmatick, and be far worſe 
than thoſe that are ſuch, or you ac- 
count ſuch, and think to excule it, be+ 
cauſe they erred in lefler things, it is as 
if the D=vil ſhould excuſe his lin by 


ſaying, | Lord, thy Saints did none | 
of them love thee as they ſhould, and : 
Hypocrites did but ſeem to love thee, : 
and therefore I thought I might hate | 


thee and ſet againſt thy wayes, 


BUT ( faith the ungodly ſen- | 


ſualit ) I will never believe that God 
delightth in long and earneſt pray- 
ers: or that he is moved by the paſ- 
frons or the words of men ; and there- 
fore I take thit but for babling, which 
you call the ſerious diligence of Be- 


lievers, 


T2 3 
levers, in their ſerving God. ] 


_ To this impious objection, I re- 
©) fturn theſe ſeveral anſwers. 

Þ as | . Suppoſe this were true as you 
F = imagine, whats this to you that ſerve 
eſte God no way at all with any ſerious dili- 
—_ ? that live in ſenſuality, and wil- 
m.] fa diſobedience to his Laws, and do 
in | more for your bodics than for your 


ole ſouls, and for temporal things than for 
eternal ? 

2. Who do you think 1s likeſt to un« 
derſtand Gods mind,and what 1s plea- 
1} fing to him? Rimfelt or you ? Is any 
| thing more plainly commanded in 
"C / Gods word than praying with frequency, 
| fervency, and importunity, Luk,18.1,2,3, 
w | 4,5,6,7- 1 Theſ:5.17. Jam.5.16. And 

| will you tcll God that he hath but dif- 

{ fſembled with you, and told you that 


, he 15 pleaſed wit') that which is not 
plealing to him ? 
; 3. And what is the realon of your 


abi? forſooth , becauſe God 15 
not moved with hmanc words or 


paſſions ! I grant he 1s Jot, But what 
L ot 
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of that > Hath praycr no other uſe 
but to move God ? It is enough, 
1. That it moveth us, and fitteth us 
to receive his, mcrcies. 2. And that 
God hath made it meceſſary to the ef- 
fea, and a means or condition with- 
out which he will not give the ble(- 
ling. . Do you think ( if you judge 
bat by natural reaſon) that a perſon 
is as tit for a mercy that knoweth 
not the want or worth of it, and 
would not be thankful for it if he 
had it, as one that valucth it, ard 
1s diſpoled to thanktulnels and im- 
provement ? And co younot know 
that holy prayer is nothing but the 
actuating of holy delires, and the ex- 
erciſe of all thoſe graccs which are 
{uited to the due elitmation and im- 
provement of the mercy. And 1s it 
not the way whcn we would draw 
the boat to the bank , ro lay hold of 
tne bank, and pull, as if we would 
draw it to the bout 5 It God be 
nct moved and drawn to us , it 1s 
cnouga that we are moved and 
draw: 


- 
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drawn to God : And with all that 
God may give his own blcſſings to 
whom and upon what terms he 


pleaſe, and that he hath aſſurcd us 


he will give them, but to thoſe that va- 


| Jac, defire, and (ſeek them, and that 


with futh, and tervency, and iropor- 
tunt'y, 

And yct I.may add, that God is [vo 
far above us, 25 thit his incompre- 
henlib'e fence, ani blellzd niture 15 
very lictle known to us; and therefore 
though we know and confcls that he 
hath no humane pallions or 1mpec1te- 
Rions, yet it he aſſume to himlſelt the 
title of ſuch a thing as love, delire, 
joy or wrath, we mult in reafon be- 
licve, that though theſeare not in God 
as they arc in man, with any impcrte- 
ion, yet there 15 ſomething in God 
that c:nngt ficher be reprcfunted to 
man, nor b2 underſtood by man, thn 
by the images of ſuch exprefiions a5 
God himlclt 1s picalcd to ule. 

3. Bit I belcech you hearken to 
Nature it folk, Doth it not teach 
L 4 all 
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' aH rational creatures in neceſſity to 
pray to God ? A ftorm will teach 
che prophaneſt Sea-man to pray, and 
that with continuance and ferven- 


cy. The Mariners could ſay to ! 


Fonsb in their danger | What mean- 
et thaw, O ſleeper ? ariſe, call upon thy 
God if ſo be that God will think up. 
on #1, that we periſh not. | And they 
themſelves cryed every man wnto his 
Ged, Jon. 1. 5, 6. When thou comeſt 
zo dye, and (ecft there is no more de- 
lay,nor any more hope from the plea- 
ſurcs of tin, or from any of thy com- 
pamons or old deceits, then tell me 
whether natzre teach thee not to cry, 
and cry mightily for pardon , and 
mercy, and helpto God ? Then we 
(hall hear thee crying | O mercy, mer- 
cy Lord , upon a miterable {inner | 
though now thou wilt not belicye 
that prayer coth any good. 

Vie ſay no more to thee of this : If 
Nature be not conquered , and 
Grace have not forſaken thee , thou 
wilt be taught at home to anſwer 
this 
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this objection, Sure thou cant 
not ealily fo far conquer Reaſon, as 
to believe that there 15 no God. 
And it thou belicve that there 1s 
a God, thou canit not bclicve 
that he is not t» bz worſhipped, 
and that with the greatelt ſcrivnſn ſt 
and diiizence | Nor that he 1s not- the 
g.;vcr Ot all that thoa dott want ! Or 
that the Governour cf the worl4 
r.girdeth not the diſpotitions and 
actions of his ſubjects, but will equal- 
ly reward the good and bad, and give 
to all alike, and have nv» r<(v<«& to 
mens preparations tor iis reward. 
What Hcathen that bclieverth that 
there 15 a (30d, doth not believe that 
Prayer to him 15 a neceſſary part of 
his worlh:p ? 

Ob). Bat is nat y;ur ſtridt obſervation 
of the Lirds Day a controverted thing ? 

An'w. In this allo I will (tripthee 
of this excuſe. 1. Spend the Lords 
Day but according to the common 
principles of Chriſtianity and Reaſon, 
ar.dit (hall (ufkce: Spend it but as 
L5 one 


4 
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one that loveth God bettcr than any 
thing in the world, and that taketh 
more pleaſure in his (crvice than in 
ſin and vanity : Spend it but as tHe 
m«ceſſities of thy own ſoul , and thy 
families require 5, as one thats glad of 
fo honourab'e, gaintu), and delig} t- 
ful an employment, as the p.ubl:ick and 
private worſhipping, of God, and the 
{crious contemplation of the lite to 
come : As one that knoweth the 
ntcd and benefit of having tiated 
times for the ſervice of God; and what 
would come of all Religion, it the 
Time were Ictt to each ones will? 
Spend it a3 men that put auſt difte- 
rence between the commen bulinels 
of this world, ard thc things that 
concern your <cndlefs fiate; and that 
have cunfidered the proportion 
of one day in feven, 1n reference 
to this diflcrent conſequence of the 
work : Spend it as men that 
have loſt as much time as you 
have done, and have need to make 
the belt of the little that is leſt; 
and 


| 
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and that are behind hand fo far in 
the matters of your falvation,and have 
necd to work with all your might, 
and ſhould be gladder of the hilps of 
luch a day, than of tioutands of 
gold and lilver ; Spend 1t as thoſe 
that belicve that we owe God 
as much ſervice as th: furs did; 
Spend it as the ancicnt Chritiians 
ſpent it, that were wont to lay toge- 
ther almoti from morning till night 
in publick worſhip and communion : 
Spend it as the Rings Declaration re- 
quireth, which faith [ Oar purpoſe and 
Keſolution is, and ſhall be, to take care 


that the Livds Day be applyes to holy ex» ) | 


erciſes, without unneciſſary divertiſements, 
2. And if yet there be any doubc 
inthis, I refer you tothe judgement 
of the Church of Engttnd, expreſſed 
in the Fomily of the Time and Plice 
of Prayer. And for the Time, the 
Name, the Antiquity, the Amboriy, 
and the I/Vork it (elf, I delire you but 
to reccive what 15 theze delivered, not 
by any factious perſons , but by tie 
Cirarch. 
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Church. Do this, and weare agrecd 
and (atished. And I make it my re- 
queſt to the Reader, to peruſe both 
Parts of that Homily, that he may 
know how far the Church of Eng- 
dand is trom the looſe conceits of 


the encmics ot Godlineſs; And it 


alſo you will read over the Homilies 
againſt the Peril of Idolatry, you will 
the fuller know the judgement of the 
Church about the manner of Gods 
worſhip. ( Indeed the whole Book 
is ſuch as the people ſhould be ac- 
quainted with. ) 
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Have done my part to open to 
you the Neceſlity of SERIOUS 


| DILIGENCE and to call up the flug- 


giſh ſouls of tianers to mind the work 
of their falvation , and to do it 
SPEEDILY, and with all their 
MIGHT. I muft now leave the (uc- 
cls to God and you. What uſe you 
will make of it, and what you will 
be and do for the time to come, 15 a 
matter that more concerneth your 
ſelves than-me. lt long ſpeaking, or 
multitude'of words, were the way to 
prevail with you, I ſhou!d willingly 
ſpeak here while my firength would 
endure, and lengthen out my exhor- 
tations yet feven-fold. But thats not 
the way : A little wearieth you : 
You love long feaſts, and long 
viſits, and playes, and ſports, 
much better than long Sermons, or 
Books, or Prayers. But it is no 
{mall grief to us, to leave you in a 
cauſe of ſuch importance , without 
lome 
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ſome confiderab'e hopes of your dcli- 
Verance. 

Sits, the matter 1s now laid before 
you, and muchin your own hands; 
it will not be (o long! What will 
you now do ? Have I convinced you 
now, that Gud and your (alvation 
are to b: {ought with all your might? 
It .l have. not, 4t 15 not. for want'of 
cvidence in what 15 lad, but tox 
want of willingncls in your fclves 
to know the truch : I have pro- 
ved to you, that it 1s a matter owt of 
controverfie, unlcls , your-luſts, and 
paſſions, and garnal integelt will make 
2 cantroverſie ot. it. I b<{eech you 
tell me, it you be of any Religion at 
all, why are you not ſtrid, and ſeri- 
vs, and diligent, and murtified, and 
heavenly in that Religion which you 
are of ? Sure you will not fo far ſhame 
your own Religion, whatever it be,as to 
ſay that your Religion 15 not for mor- 
tification, holineſs, heavenlineſs, (clf- 
denyal, or that your Religion allow- 
eth you to be ambitious , covetous, 
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eluti0nous , drunken, to curle; and 
(wear, and whore, and rail, and op» 

xls the innocert: It 15 not Aelrgzon, 
but Diabolical ſirpeniine malignity that 
is forany of this. 

Its wonderful to think, that learn- 
d mmm , and Gentlemen , and 
men that- pretend to reaſon and in- 
genuity., can quietly betray their 
fouls to the Devil upon ſuch tl- 
ly grounds, and do the evil that they 
have no more to fay for, and 
neglc& that duty that they have 
ro morc to lay agzinlt , when they 
know they mult do it NOJs or 
NEVER! That walle they con- 
feſs that there is a God, and a life 
to come,a Heaven and a Hell, and that 
thisIlike 1s purpolly given us for pre- 
paration for Eternity, while they 
confiſe that God is molt wiſe, and 
holy, and good, ard jult, and that fin 
15s the greatcit cvil, and that the 
word of God is truce, they can yet 
make ſhiſt to quict themſelves in an 
unholy,ſcnſua), carclels life ; And that 
_ _ while 
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while they honour the Apoſiles and 
Martyrs, and Saints that are dead 
and gone, they hate their ſucceſſors 
and imitators, and the lives that they 
lived, and arc inclined to inake 
more Martyrs by their malicious 
cruelty. 

Alas, all this comcs from the 
want of a found belict of the things 
which they never ſaw; and the di- 
ftance of chole things, and the power 
of pallion, and (:nſual objects and 
mclinations, that hurry them away 
after preſent vanities, and conquer 
reaſon, and rob them of their huma- 
nity; and by the noiſe of the com- 
pany of ſcnſual finners, that harden 
and deaffen one another , and by 
the juſt judgement of God, forſaking 
thoſe” that would not know him, 
and leaving, them to the blindneſs 
and hardne(s of their hearts, But 
is there no remedy | O thou the foun- 
rain of mercy and relief, vouciſafe 
theſe miſerable tinners a remedy ! O 
thou the Saviour of loft mankind, 
have 
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have mercy upon theſe ſinners in the 
depth of their ſecurity , preſumpti- 
on and miſery! O thou the Hlumi- 
rater and SanRtifier of fouls, apply 
the remedy ſo dearly purchaſcd ! 
TW: arc conſtrained oft to fear leſt 
it be much long of « , that ſhould 
more ſeriouſly preach the awakening 
truths of God unto mens hearts. And 
verily our conſciences cannot but ac- 
cuſe us, that when we are moſt /ively 
and ſerious, alas, we ſeem but almoſt 
to tritls, conſidering on what a meſ:- 
ſage we came, and of what tranſ- 
cendent things we ſpeak. But Satan 
hath got his advantage upon oxr 
bearts that ſhould be inſtrumental to 
kindle therrs, as wcll as on theirs 
that ſhould receive the truth. O 
that we could thirſt more after their 
ſalvation ! O that we coald pray 
harder for it ; and entreat th:m mire 
earncitly ; as thoſe that were loth 
ty take a denyal from God or 
man 3 [ muſt confels to you all with 
thime and forrow, that I am even 
amazed 
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amazed to think of the*hur. lucſs of 
my own heart, that mclteth no more 
in compallion to the milerabl:, and is 
no more earnc{i, and importunate 
with finntrs, wien I am upoa fuch 
a ſubjed a5 thir, and am tclling them 
that 1t muſt bz NOW or NEVER; 
and wicn tne meſicngers of Death 
within, and the fame of mens aiſ- 
pleaſure from withaut , doth tcll me 
how likely it is that my Tims ſhall, be 
but ſhort, and that it I. will lay any 
thing that may reach the hearts of fin» 
ners, for ought I know, it mult be 
NOW or NEVER. O what en ob- 
ſtinate, what a lamentable dilcaſe is 
this inſentibility and hardnels of 
heart! If | were furc this were the 
laſt Sermon that ever I ſhould preach, 
I find now my heart would {hew its 
Naggiihneſs, and ro> poor ſouls of 
the [&-i0us fervoue which 15 luitable tn 
the ſubj:& and their calc, and necdtul 
to the delired {uccels. 

But ycr, poor fJeepy finners, hear 
w ; T:iough we ſpeak not to you 


10 
i 4 


(235) 
'as men Would do that had ſeen Hea- 
ven and Hel; and were themſfelves in 
a perfectly awakened frame , yet 
hear us while we (peak to you the 
words if Tyuth with ſome ſeriouſ- 
nef{ and compaſſionate detire of your 
Szivation. O leck up to your 
God ! Look out unto c<ternity : 
Luok 1mnwardly uton your fouls : 
Look wilcly uron your thort and 
hatty Time: and then bethink you 
how the little xcmnant of your 
Time ſhould be employed 3 and 
what 1t.is that moft concerneth you 
to diſpatch and ſecure before you 
dyc. Nuw you have Sermons, and 
Bos, and Warnings: It will not be 
lolz: Preachers muſt have done : 
God Threatneth them , and death 
threatncth them, and men threaten 
them, and its Yore, its you that are molt 
[cvcrely threatned, and that are called 
on by Gods warnings, | If any man 
have an ear to hear, let him hear. | 
Nw you have abundance of private 
helps, you have abundance of un- 
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derſtanding gracious companions; you 
have the Lords daycs to ipend 1n ho- 
ly exerciſcs for the edification and 
folace of your fouls ; you have 
choice of ſound and ſerious Books : 
and bleſſed be God , you have 
the Pro'eFion of a Chriſtian and 
a Proteſtant King and Migiſtracy : 
O what unvaluable mercics are all 
theſe / O know your time, and 
uſe theſe with induſtry, and im- 
prove this harveſt for your fouls ! For 
it will not be thus alwajes ; It mult be 
NOW or NEVER. 

You have yet time and leave to 
Pray and cry to God m hope: Yet 
}t you have hearts and tongucs , he 
hath a hcaring ear, The Spirit of 
grace is ready to afſilt you: It will not 
be thus alwayes ; The time 15 coming 
when the loudeſt cries will do no 
good : O pray, pray, pray poor needy 
miſerable ſinners ; for it mult be 
NOW or NEVER. 

You have yet health and firength, 
and bodies fit to fcrve your 
fouls; 
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fouls : It will not be fo alwayes : Lan- 
guiſhing and pains and death are 
coming. O uſe your health and 
(trength for God ; For it muſt be 
NOW or NEVER. 

Yet there are ſome ſiirrings of 
conviction in your Conſciences ; You 
find that all is not well with you ; 
and you have ſome thoughts or 
purpoſcs to repent and be new crea- 
cures: There 15 ſome hope in this, 
that yet God hath not quite for- 
faken you. O trifle not and ſtifle 
not the convigions of your cons 
ſciences, but hearken to the witneſs 
of God within you : It multi be NOW 
or NEVER. 

Would you not be loth to: be 
left to the deſpairing caſe of ma» 
ny poor diſtreſſed fouls, that cry 
out, O it is now 400 late! I fear 
my day of grace is paſt ; God will not 
bear me now if I ſhould call upon bim ; be 
bath forſaken me,and given me over to my 
ſelf. It is 200 Late to repent,to0 late to pray, 
too late to think of a new lifezall is too late. 
This 
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This cafe is (4d: But yet many of theſe 
are 1h a {ater and better caſe than 
they imagine, and are but frightned by 
the Temprter, and it is not too late, 
while they cry out, It 3s too late; 
But if you are left to cry in Hellſ It 
$00 Late j1las, how long and how doleful 
a cry and lamentation will it be |! 

O conltder poor inner, that God 
knoweth the Time and Seaſon of 
thy mercies :; He giveth thee Spring 
and Harveſt in their Seaſon ; and all 
his mercics 1n their Sean , and 
wilt thou not know thy Time and 
Seaſon, tor love ahd duty and thanks 
co him ? 

Conſider that God who hath com- 
manded thee thy work, hath alſo 
appointed thee thy time: And this 
1s his appointed time. To cay 
therefore hearken to his voice, and 
ſee that thou harden not thy heart : 
He that bids thce Kepent and work out 
thy Salvation with fear and trembling, 
doth alfo bid thee do it Now ; Obey 
him in the 22me, if thou wilt be indeed 
obedient ; 
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obedient 1 He bcft underſtandeth the 
frtelt time. One would think to 
men that have loſt ſo much already, 
and loitered (0 long, and arc ſo lamen- 
tably behind hand, and ſtand (o near 
the barr of God, and their everla(t- 
ing ſtate, there ſhould be no need to 
ſay any more, to perſwade them to be 
up and doing. I ſhall add but this : 
Tou are never like to have a better 
thme. Take this or the work will 
grow more diffcu/t , more doubtful, 
if through the jutt judgement of God, 
it become not deſperzte. It all this 
will not (crve, but (till you will loites 
till time be gone, what can your poor 
friends do but lament your mifety / 
Thc: Lord knows, if we knew what 
words, what pains, what colt would 
tend to your awakening, and conver- 
{ton and ſalvation, we ſhould be glad 
to ſubmit 40.it : and wx hope we 
{hould not think our labours, or liber- 
tics or our lives too dear to promote 
lo bletied and fo neceſſary a work. 
But if whcnall is done that we can 
do, 
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do, you will leave us nothing but our 
tears and moans for (clf-deſtroycrs,the 
fin is yours, and the ſuffering ſhall be 
yours : If I can do no more, I (hall 
leave this upon record, that we took owr 
Time to tell you home,that SERIOUS 
DILIGENCE 1s neceſſary to your 


warder of them that diligently ſeek, bim, 
Heb, 11.6. and that thi was your 
day, your only dsy ; It muſt be NOW 
or NEVER. 


Salvation, and that God is the Re» 
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